Juneau Audubon Society
501 (C) (3) E IN 92- 0100446
P.O. Box 21725

THE RAVEN
JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIE TY
VOLUME 46, ISSUE 4

MAR-APR 2020

Juneau, AK 99802
www.juneau-audubon-society.org
https://www.facebook.com/Juneau-AudubonSociety-138280412980789

Lots of Spring Events on the Way!
Check out Juneau’s “slow motion nature festival” with our line-up.
Thurs. March 12 Evening Lecture
Jos Bakker presents: Quest for the Spirit Bear in British Columbia
7:00pm at UAS Egan Lecture Hall
Thurs. April 9 Evening Lecture
Audubon Alaska Presents: The Southeast Alaska Birding Trail: Audubon
Alaska’s bird-centric strategy for fostering an enduring conservation ethic”
7:00pm at UAS Egan Lecture Hall (See more about the train on pg. )
Sat. April 11 Field Trip
First spring bird walk! Fish creek delta. Meet at 8 a.m. at the Fish Creek
Parking Lot (Off Douglas Highway). Leaders local experts Marsha Squires
and Laurie Lamm.
Sat. April 25 BERNERS BAY Wildlife Cruise A traditional favorite to a local
Important Bird Area
Sat. May 2 *NEW* Wildlife Cruise highlighting Juneau Channel Island
State Marine Park

(See more about events starting on pg. 3)

Maybe we will see the rest of this beautiful bear at the March 12 program.
(Jos Bakker photo)

Southeast Alaska Birding Trail
Nearly Fledged

More JAS Events (Cont. from front page)
Bird Walks : All skill levels are welcome! Walks are free and open to the

public, and begin at 8:00 am with an estimated end time at 10:00 am. Please

By Gwen Baluss
The Southeast Alaska Birding Trail is now online! This

first version, viewable now, will be updated throughout
the spring and, we hope, attract the first set of visitors to

bring binoculars, carry rain gear, water, and a bird book or phone id app for
personal bird identification purposes. JAS can provide binoculars to
borrow .

try it out this summer. The virtual trail includes 17

Wildlife cruises : These are offered thanks to local company Allen Marine.

communities and over 200 birding sites throughout the

Look for tickets at Hearthside Books. Adults $75; Students $45 (includes

region. The website offers maps, tips, checklists, and other useful information

UAS); Kids under 12 $25. (must be accompanied by an adult).

to help visitors plan their trip. An app will follow that allows birders to have all

The first trip should coincide with the famous eulachon (fish) run that

the info handy, even offline, on their phones. (More on pg. 4)

attracts thousands of birds and hundreds of marine mammals to Berners
Bay.

Support Our Regional Birding Festivals

Additionally, we are excited to offer a new cruise itinerary. Boat will linger

Please consider a partial “Stay-cation” this year. You are certain find lots of

Marine Park. Expect to see lots of oystercatchers, breeding areas for Pigeon

birds and adventure. Visitors are key to making ecotourism work in these

Guillemot and Arctic Terns, Steller sea lion haul outs and more! We will

communities.

also approach Admiralty Island, and maybe see a few bears! Cruises last

Stikine River Birding Festival Apr. 30—May 3 https://www.wrangell.com/

about 4 hours.

birdingfestival

Outdoor activities will be planned for most Saturdays until mid June.

Yakutat Tern Festival– May 28-31 https://www.yakutatternfestival.org

Please check our website, Facebook page and community calendars for

near several spectacular spots within the Juneau Channel Island State

updates. Additional questions email info@juneau-audubon-society.org

Alaska Bald Eagle Festival
(Haines) - Nov. 11-14 https://

baldeagles.org/festival-schedule

A feast for the eyes. Thousands of
shorebirds visit the Stikine River Delta
each spring. (G. Baluss photo)
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Humpback whale tail by Gwen Baluss
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Birding Trail (Continued from pg. 2) This Audubon Alaska project
received help from the US Forest Service Alaska Region and Juneau Audubon
Society, who share the goal independent travelers interested in bird-centered

ecotourism with detailed information on some the regions best birding sites
and logistics.
We appreciate the countless birders and community leaders who have lent
their expertise and enthusiasm to this endeavor. Birders have given their time

directly to the project via meetings, site reviews or phone interviews; or

Steller sea lions a haul out by Gwen Baluss

contributed to the knowledge of bird distribution in the area by publishing
lists or books or contributing via eBird. Now, we hope that you all will peruse

We Want to Hear From You

the ‘final draft’ and share widely with anyone you know who might be

We’d love to know… do we have a lot of newsletter readers? Is it worth

interested in visiting. Its beautiful! https://ak.audubon.org/southeast-alaskabirding-trail

going beyond the normal website and Facebook posts? We put substantial
effort into publishing The Raven, and funds to print it, without much feedback.

JAS will host project coordinators from Audubon Alaska for a public program

If something has caught your interest any time in the last year, or you’d like to

April 9 to talk more about this exciting project.

know more about something in particular, please send an email to:
raven@juneau-audubon-society.org.

Remember to apply for your PFD...And Please,
Pick, Click, Give
Thank you fellow Alaskans for your generous donations in the past years!
JAS is on the list again of charitable organizations that you can select to
donate part of your permanent fund dividend.

And finally… We are planning a

Bird-a-thon Fundraiser in

May. Stay tuned!

to the electronic version by email, please let us know. Respondents will be

eligible for a prize drawing, announced in the May-June Raven!

Board of Directors
Gwen Baluss President
Marsha Squires Vice President
Patty Rose Treasurer
Amy Sherwin Secretary

Lizzie Solger Membership
Alexia Kiefer Education
Brenda Wright Programs
Debbie Hart Conservation
Winston Smith At-Large

JOIN THE BOARD What a great opportunity !
Marbled
Murrelets in
Auke Bay
(Gwen Baluss
Photo)
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And, if you receive the print version of the newsletter, and are ready to switch

We have three vacancies at this time: Field Trips Coordinator, Newsletter Compiler and At-large. We really need help! Please contact

Gwen by email: president@juneau-audubon-society.org
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JAS Offers Summer Internships
Early career conservationists have an opportunity to gain experience in Juneau. Paid interns will help with citizen science projects, primarily Tree Swallow nest box monitoring, as well as nesting seabird protection, hummingbird
monitoring and other research projects; the college level intern will also
work on public outreach, social media and organizing activities such as
coastal cleanup. Please help us spread the word especially to young people
who may not be Audubon members yet.. Application information will be
announced on our website. www.juneau-audubon-society.org

Juneau Christmas Bird Count Results
The 47th Juneau CBC was Jan. 4. Twenty-four volunteers reported 70 species
and 10,069 individual birds. Twelve more species were seen during count
week, a total of 82. Highlights included Northern Shoveler, Ring-necked Duck,
Pied-billed Grebe, Red-breasted Sapsucker, American Kestrel, Merlin, Lapland
Longspur, Yellow-rumped Warbler, and White-throated Sparrow and the first
ever Red-breasted Sapsucker count day; Canvasback, Surfbird, Great Horned
Owl, American Three-toed Woodpecker, Spotted Towhee, and Lincoln's
Sparrow for count week . Those species have been seen on 10 or fewer
previous counts.
Surprisingly, the count resulted in nine new highs: Pied-billed Grebe (2), Bald
Eagle (220), Killdeer (22), Dunlin (440), Merlin (5), Pacific Wren (18), Varied
Thrush (120), White-winged Crossbill (670), and Pine Siskin (2,065). .
For the first time on a Juneau count, Long-Tailed Duck was not reported. A
count of seven White-winged Scoters was a new low count. The five most
numerous species were Mallard
(2,146), Pine Siskin (2,065), WhiteWinged Crossbill (670), Glaucouswinged Gull (590), and Common
Raven (488).
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Photo: The Spotted Towhee, a rarity for
Alaska in winter. G. Baluss.

Photos. Left: hands-on learning (by Juneau STEM coalition) ! Right:: ‘fill the bill’
teaches about bird diets. (by
Debbie Hart).

Bird Focused Education Continues
On Jan. 21, on an in-service (no school) day, JAS volunteers set up four
learning stations at the Mendenhall Valley Public Library. Kids and their

families fun opportunities at four stations: beak adaptations, binocular use,
taxidermy birds and a migration globe. Thanks to organizer Amelia Mass
and to JAS volunteers Alexia Kiefer, Brenda Wright, Patricia Wherry, Debbie
Hart and Marsha Squires. We also continued participation in Juneau School
districts “curiosity unleashed” event in January. It focused and Science
Technology Engineering and Math (STEM ) plus Art (STEAM).

Local Carbon Offset Program
Last month’s article about “Flight shame”—birders are thinking about
climate change brought comment from an alert reader. We learned about
an exciting new Juneau-based carbon offset program installing energy
saving heat pumps Check out this site! https://renewablejuneau.org/juneaucarbon-offset-fund

Tracking Certification Offered in Juneau
Former Education Chair Kevin O’Malley and tracker will help with a special
event June 6-7, sponsored by Discovery Southeast. ($200 fee) From the

course info: “CyberTracker system provides a rigorous standards for

Thanks to organizer Patty Rose, to
the National Audubon Society that
keeps records, and to all the local
volunteer birders.

training, evaluating, and certifying wildlife trackers...and leaves

A detailed list is available on the
JAS website.

Or call Discovery Southeast at 907-463-1500

participants feeling more connected to the landscapes in which they live.
Learn more at : http://trackercertification.com. From there, scroll to
upcoming trainings, and find even morel inks and a sign up sheet there.
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