OCEAN ACIDIFICATION
and ALASKA

THE RAVEN

By Debbie Hart

BERNER’S BAY
CRUISES RETURN!
Join Juneau Audubon Society for our
yearly Berner’s Bay Cruise fundraiser!
The dates this year are Saturday, April
27th and Saturday, May 4th. The boats
leave from Statter Harbor in Auke Bay
Top: Humpback whales by Josh Peters
at 8:30 a.m., and board about 15
minutes before departure. On-board Bottom: Bald eagles by Ed Grossman
naturalists will share their knowledge
of seasonal wildlife. We usually see sea
lions, gulls, whales, loons, and more
Tickets will be available in early April
with student and youth rates available.
Children must be accompanied by an
adult. Hope to see you there!

Upcoming Events:
JAS Monthly Meeting

Mar 14

2019 Olympic Bird Festival

Apr 12-14

Orchids of Southeast Alaska
Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society
Berner’s Bay Cruise

Apr 27

Support Juneau Audubon Society!

May 4

Scientists are monitoring carbon dioxide
conditions entering the ocean and are
finding acidic conditions appearing in
Alaska (detailed ocean monitoring
information for Alaska can be found on
the Alaska Ocean Observing System’s
website at: www.aoos.org). Additionally,
they are finding in coastal Alaska and
British Columbia that meltwater from
glaciers and large volumes of freshwater
from rivers intensify ocean acidification
conditions, making this region a
potential hot spot for change. Negative
impacts are expected, especially to
shellfish fisheries and other important
aquatic organisms. Sea and shore birds
may also be impacted as a result of
anticipated changes to the ocean’s food
web. This past February during a
presentation to the public in Juneau,

scientists from NOAA shared the latest
on ocean acidification in Alaska and how
different species may respond (check
out the live stream on the Alaska Ocean
Observing System’s Facebook page,
February 20, 2019 or visit the Alaska
Ocean Acidification Network webpage
at:
https://aoos.org/alaska-oceanacidification-network/).
During
the
evening members of the Alaska Coastal
Rainforest Center shared an update on
efforts to measure ocean acidification
conditions in the Inside Passage, where
ocean chemistry information is collected
from the Alaska State Ferry M/V
Columbia during its weekly journey
between Bellingham and Skagway, learn
more at www.aoos.org/ferry-for-science.
Staying educated, engaging in proactive
activities and being energy smart are a
few ways the general public can become
involved – for more in depth details on
ocean acidification in Alaska check out
the Alaska Ocean Acidification Network
at:
www.aoos. org/alaska -oceanacidification-network.

WHERE ARE THE
SEABIRDS?

SEABIRDS CONT If you come across

document with as much as possible of

breeding bird feature. But please

By Gwen Baluss

the following information:

send the link to the eBird list,

seabirds

Oystercatchers

That’s my question for you, if you
wander Southeast Alaska in the summer.
Seabird

nesting

important

colonies

natural

are

resource

(including

gulls)

or

nesting,

Black
please

Photos.

•

Date (if your camera is not set to

•

Detailed descriptions of location, or

wherever they occur warrant special

a GPS point (note that there are

protection.

those

now free apps for your smart phone

being mapped its difficult to head of

for getting GPS points), or a Google

development or ask recreationalists to

Earth point.

However,

without

take extra care when traveling to
sensitive areas.

Pigeon Guillemots by Gwen Baluss

•

Species and number of birds.

•

Any notes about the evidence of

I recall the excitement of seeing Pigeon

Alaska added to the knowledge base as

breeding and number of nests and

Guillemots carrying fish into a burrow

has Audubon’s Important Bird Areas

or young.

near Auke Bay. Then returning the next

designation system.

year and seeing the cliff was no longer

However, there are still gaps in the

used. Was it a coincidence that a new
wall and dock had just been built right

maps. Plus, birds may move over time.

audubon-society.org
•

Or, enter the info using eBird’s

information directly from eBird.

correct date).

and

Send above to president@juneau-

because we are unable to query the

•

an

•

Please remember to watch birds from
afar and gather this information with as
little disturbance as possible.

CONSCIENTIOUS COOP CONSTRUCTION

A few years ago, after doing some

By Sidney Campbell

surveys for the Forest Service around

A recent rash or raptor rescues from chicken

Historically the US Fish and Wildlife

Tracy Arm, I started keeping track of

and duck coops in Haines has encouraged me

Service has maintained databases on

where seabirds were known to nest. I

to share a few resources about how chicken

seabird nesting areas and made those

realized that some of the nest areas I

owners can keep their animals

maps available to the public. However,

found in that survey, or knew about

raptors

at this time its been a while since those

from other travels, did not appear to be

construction should be done with sturdy

have been updated locally, due to

mapped. It would be great to add to

materials in which raptors won’t become

budget shortfalls.

that

be

entangled like the great horned owl in the

available to the whomever may be

photo. A chicken wire roof over your run is

publishing the next map. Maybe we

much more safe an effective than netting which is prone to tears and an

could even find a web-savvy volunteer

entanglement hazard. Shiny objects like mirrors are also great deterrents to raptors

to put the information up ourselves for

and other predators. For ideas about raptor-resistant coop construction, check out:
https://goo.gl/dCW9HD

next to it?

The recent publication of the Ecological
Atlas

of

Southeast

Alaska

(http://

ak.audubon.org/conservation/ecological
-atlas-southeast-alaska)

by

Audubon

information.

Then,

it
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will

safe.

First

and

and local

foremost,

coop

Juneau Audubon Society Presents:

"Orchids of Southeast Alaska, with an
Emphasis on Juneau”
by Marlin Bowles & intro by Bob Armstrong

Left: Western fairy slipper Right: white bog orchid photos by Bob Armstrong

March 14, 7 pm UAS Egan lecture hall,
room 112
Free & open to the public; for more information check www. juneauaudubon-society.org, 321-4739

Birds of the Chilkat Valley Checklist
Haines Birders Facebook group
Juneau: Juneau Audubon Society webpage www.juneauaudubonsociety.org
Links to even more bird lists and quarterly reports about whats hot (and
what’s not) compiled Steve Heinl and other local experts are archived
here: http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html
JAS Facebook
Sitka:
Sitka Nature bird postings
Skagway: Skagway Bird Club
Regional: Join EagleChat to see discussions and birding events taking place in Juneau and the rest of Southeast AK. Contact Gwen Baluss for an invitation!
(president@juneau-audubon-society.org)
Also check out:
Southeast Alaska Regional Bird Observations—Spring
This quarterly report summarizes seasonal bird sightings complete with locations
and photos.
6th Edition Audubon Guide to the Birds of Alaska
http://wiki.seaknature.org/Category:Bird
Ever wonder which community is the best (or worst) place to find a target species?
Want to see multiple online lists in one easy spot? Matt Goff’s SEAKnature has it!
www.naturebob.com
Articles, photos and links to free articles and natural history books can be found on
local nature writer Bob Armstrong’s site.
Haines:

INVASIVE PLANT PATROL
By John Hudson

Alaska may be remote and mostly
pristine, but it's not immune to invasive
plants. More than 100 species of nonnative

plants

have

invaded

Juneau.

Although most of these rarely venture off
disturbed areas like road sides and yards,

Invasive cherry trees near Eagle River

several species are considered highly protect and restore important habitat.
invasive (like knotweed and canarygrass) We could use some help. If you want to
and are taking over native plant restore habitat for birds and other
communities that provide habitat for fish wildlife, please contact John Hudson at
and wildlife. The Southeast Alaska 419-4677 or john@sawcak.org. I'm
Watershed Coalition is mapping invasive looking for volunteers to tackle a major
plant distributions all around Juneau and invasive cherry tree infestation near Eagle
actively managing priority infestations to River this spring.

JOIN AUDUBON TODAY!
Juneau Audubon Society’s mission is to conserve the natural ecosystems of Southeast

President: Gwen Baluss

Alaska, focusing on birds, other wildlife,

Vice President: Marsha Squires

and their habitats for the benefit and en-

Treasurer: Patty Rose

tions. When you become a member, you

joyment of current and future genera-

Secretary: Amy Sherwin

support this mission.

Field Trips: Jason Colon

National Membership~

Newsletter: Sidney Campbell
Membership: Lizzie Solger
Education: Alexia Keifer
Programs: Brenda Wright
Conservation: Debbie Hart
At Large A: Amy Clark Courtney
At Large B: Winston Smith

Join online at and you’ll automatically join
the Juneau chapter. Memberships start at just
$20. When you join, you receive a one year
subscription to the Raven newsletter and
support JAS education, research, and more!
Local Membership~
If you don’t want to join nationally, you can
support JAS directly by mailing your name,
address, email, and a check for $10 to P.O.
Box 021725 Juneau, AK 99802

