
THE RAVEN 

JAS Monthly Meeting 

Mountain Goat Ecology with Kevin White 

Feb 14 

Great Backyard Bird Count 

Join the global citizen science project! 

Feb 15-18 

 

2019 Olympic Bird Festival 

Olympic Peninsula  Audubon Society 

Apr 12-14 

 

Upcoming Juneau Audubon Society Events: 

GET READY FOR THE GREAT 
BACKYARD BIRD COUNT! 

The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is 

a free, fun, and easy event that engages 

bird watchers of all ages in counting 

birds to create a real-time snapshot of 

bird populations. Participants are asked 

to count birds for as little as 15 minutes 

(or as long as they wish) on one or more 

days of the four day event and report 

their sightings online at birdcount.org. 

Anyone can take part in the Great 

Backyard Bird Count, from beginning 

bird watchers to experts, and you can 

participate from your backyard, or 

anywhere in the world. 

Each checklist submitted during the 

GBBC helps researchers at the Cornell 

Lab of Ornithology and the National 

Audubon Society learn more about how 

birds are doing, and how to protect 

them and the environment we share.  

Last year, more than 160,000 

participants submitted their bird 

observations online, creating the largest 

instantaneous snapshot of global bird 

populations ever recorded. The 21st 

annual GBBC will be held Friday, 

February 15, through Monday, February 

18, 2019. Please visit the official website 

at birdcount.org for more info. 

Male downy woodpecker by Mark Schwan  

A YEAR of 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATION 
 

By Alexia Keifer 

 

Over the Summer and Fall of 2018, I had 

the privilege of hosting some nature 

field trips for The Raven 

Correspondence school children ranging 

from K-5th grade .  

We had great turn outs for our events.  

Our first presentation was in June and 

held at Sandy Beach where the topic 

was learning the keys to bird 

identification: habitat, behavior, shape 

and size, color pattern, and field marks .  

We also included a hands on kit about 

bird beak adaptations and an 

educational bird kit loaned by Alaska 

Department of Fish and Game which 

consisted of bird bones, feathers, and 

stuffed bird bodies for the children to 

get a closer look at. Each child learned 

how to correctly use  binoculars before 

starting out on our scavenger hunt for 

the many bird species we had painted 

onto rocks . When each rock was found, 

the children used a phone app to 

quickly identify the bird and learn 

information about them. Afterwards the 

children shared one thing they learned 

with the group and listened to birds 

calls to help them recognize live calls on 

the trail .  

 

In August we hosted a second event 

about hornworms and woollybear 

caterpillars. Our group, consisting of the 

Raven Homeschool students ranging 

from K-12th grade, met at the airport 

dike trail where there was a surprisingly 

large amount of both species in the fall 

of 2018. We talked about their life cycles 

and what moths they would turn into as 

well as some fun facts about their 

anatomy. Afterwards, the children were 

taught how to hold a caterpillars very 

carefully, as not to harm them, before 

they were released.  

 

Our third event in September was all 

about beavers. We met at The valley 

library with special guest speaker Chuck 

Caldwell, the president of Trout 

Unlimited who has done volunteer work 

monitoring beaver dams for over eight 

years. He did a brief slideshow 

presentation about beaver habitat, and 

how beavers can help create salmon 

rearing habitat. There were some hands-

on items like beaver skeletons, foot print 

castings, scat castings and pelts to 

touch, all provided by ADF&G, along 

with some book ideas to check out from 

the library. CONTINUED PAGE 4  

 

 

http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/


eBIRD: EASY AND FUN 
CITIZEN SCIENCE 
By Debbie Hart 

Bird count contributions are important 

and can directly support conservation 

actions. 

A huge thank you to all who participat-

ed in the recent Christmas Bird Count – 

and a big thank you to Patty Rose, our 

Juneau Audubon board member who 

helped to coordinate the event and up-

load the data collected into Audubon’s 

database. You can find our 2018 contri-

butions online here: http://

netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/

CurrentYear/ResultsByCount.aspx . 

In addition to Audubon’s efforts to col-

lect bird count information, many bird 

enthusiasts chose to utilize eBird to cap-

ture their sightings, share photos and 

capture audio recordings. eBird is the 

world’s largest biodiversity-related citi-

zen science project, with more than 100 

million bird sightings contributed each 

year. At the eBird website 

(www.ebird.org), you can view these 

shared data as maps or other visualiza-

tions and browse by species, location, 

and date. For more formal analyses, the 

entire data set is freely available to 

download. 

The idea around eBird is that every bird-

watcher has unique knowledge and ex-

perience. And researchers are discover-

ing the power this data-driven approach 

can bring to conservation actions. In 

2016, researchers explored how people 

are using data from eBird specifically to 

achieve conservation goals such as sav-

ing endangered species, protecting ea-

gles from wind turbines, expanding pro-

tected lands, and even outlawing drones 

from bothering wildlife. The team pub-

lished their findings in the journal Bio-

logical Conservation and you can read 

their findings online here: https://

www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/

abs/pii/S0006320716301689 .  

According to their results people are 

using eBird data in various ways; from 

researching and monitoring conserva-

tion areas and species, to conservation 

planning, habitat and species manage-

ment and protection, and even in mak-

ing policy decisions and laws. 

So in addition to capturing your 

knowledge as part of organized bird 

counts – we also want to encourage you 

to share your knowledge and local bird 

sightings on eBird; this can help us ex-

plore conservation actions at our local 

scale. 

Photo courtesy of National Park Service 

EDUCATION FROM PAGE 2 The event 

ended with a field trip to Dredge Lake to 

get up close and personal with active 

beaver dams . Lastly the children got a 

chance to put on chest waders ,water 

gloves and use tools to help clear out 

some culverts of sticks and debris.  

 

The fourth event is one we look forward 

to every year: our annual presentation 

for Auke Bay Elementary 5th graders 

during their Fall camp. This was a larger 

group of students that meet us at Eagle 

Beach. We set up 3 main stations 

rotating groups of 10 students at a 

time .  

 

The first station is “Bird Behavior” taught 

by Patricia Wherry; she has  a fun way 

getting children involved learning about 

bird behavior through roll play using 

stuffed birds. While the children are 

having fun acting out bird behaviors, 

they are also learning about field marks, 

color patterns, feathers, diets, and how 

they benefit each bird in nature.  

 

The second station is “Bird Migrations” 

taught by Brenda Wright. She uses a 

huge blown up globe that shows the 

migratory paths of the birds that we 

might see in Southeast Alaska. The 

children are actively involved passing 

around the globe to each other engaged 

in fun facts and conversations.  

 

The third station is “Bird Viewing” taught 

by me. Here the children are shown how 

to use binoculars and master zooming in 

and out on a sign. Afterwards they are 

lead on a short walk along the river. 

Children enjoy the satisfaction of 

learning how to use binoculars by being 

able to see the birds from a distance and 

practice their bird identification skills.  

If you’re interested in learning more 

about upcoming events or would like us 

to host a presentation for your school , 

check out our Facebook page and 

website for dates and locations or to 

contact us .  

http://netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/CurrentYear/ResultsByCount.aspx
http://netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/CurrentYear/ResultsByCount.aspx
http://netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/CurrentYear/ResultsByCount.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0006320716301689
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0006320716301689
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0006320716301689


Haines:     Birds of the Chilkat Valley Checklist 

     Haines Birders Facebook group 

Juneau:     Juneau Audubon Society webpage www.juneauaudubonsociety.org 

      Links to even more bird lists and quarterly reports about whats hot (and    

      what’s not) compiled Steve Heinl and other local experts are archived     

      here: http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html 

      JAS Facebook 

Sitka:        Sitka Nature bird postings 

Skagway:  Skagway Bird Club 

Regional:  Join EagleChat to see discussions and birding events taking place in Ju-

neau and the rest of Southeast AK. Contact Gwen Baluss for an invitation! 

(president@juneau-audubon-society.org)  

Also check out: 

Southeast Alaska Regional Bird Observations—Spring 

This quarterly report summarizes seasonal bird sightings complete with locations 

and photos. 

6th Edition Audubon Guide to the Birds of Alaska 

http://wiki.seaknature.org/Category:Bird  

Ever wonder which community is the best (or worst) place to find a target species? 

Want to see multiple  online lists in one easy spot? Matt Goff’s SEAKnature has it! 

www.naturebob.com 

Articles, photos and links to free articles and natural history books can be found on 

local nature writer Bob Armstrong’s site. 

MORE PHOTOS FROM 2018 EDUCATIONAL 

PROGRAMS... 

Top left: Chuck Caldwell shares 

his beaver expertise with 

students 

Top right: JAS education chair 

Alexia Keifer sharing bird skins 

with students at Auke Bay 

Elementary 

Middle: Students get outside 

and visit an active beaver dam 

Bottom: Collecting and 

observing caterpillars at the 

Airport Dike Trail 

Educational programs are made 

possible by contributions from 

members like you! Visit our 

website to learn more about 

being a part of conservation in 

your community. 

www.juneau-audubon-

society.org 

http://www.visithaines.com/sites/default/files/birds.pdf
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html
http://www.sitkanature.org/sitka-birds/
https://sites.google.com/site/skagwaybirdclub/
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/Birds/Reports/2017%20Spring%20-%20SE%20AK%20Bird%20Report.pdf
http://ak.audubon.org/birds/guide-birds-alaska-6th-edition-0
http://wiki.seaknature.org/Category:Bird


President: Gwen Baluss  

Vice President: Marsha Squires  

Treasurer: Patty Rose  

Secretary: Amy Sherwin  

Field Trips: Jason Colon  

Newsletter: Sidney Campbell 

Membership: Lizzie Solger  

Education: Alexia Keifer  

Programs: Brenda Wright  

Conservation: Debbie Hart 

At Large A: Amy Clark Courtney  

At Large B: Winston Smith 

JAS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Lizzie Solger was 

recently voted 

into the position 

of Membership 

Chair. Lizzie was 

born and raised 

in Northern 

California but has 

made Juneau her 

home since 2005. 

She recently finished her Masters Degree in Public Administration from the 

University of Alaska Southeast. As a child visiting her grandmother she learned to 

appreciate the northern cardinals in her familial Kentucky homeland. Her recent 

interest in bird-watching developed on a 2016 trip to South Africa. Welcome, Lizzie! 

JOIN AUDUBON TODAY! 

Juneau Audubon Society’s mission is  to con-

serve the natural ecosystems of Southeast 

Alaska, focusing on birds, other wildlife, 

and their habitats for the benefit and en-

joyment of current and future genera-

tions.  When you become a member, you 

support this mission.  

National Membership~ 

Join online at and you’ll automatically join 

the Juneau chapter. Memberships start at just 

$20. When you join, you receive a one year 

subscription to the Raven newsletter and 

support JAS education, research, and more!  

Local Membership~ 

If you don’t want to join nationally, you can 

support JAS directly by mailing your name, 

address, email, and a check for $10 to  P.O. 

Box 021725 Juneau, AK 99802 

https://action.audubon.org/onlineactions/Zt2i4FRgFkSm_QWR3qkUAg2?ms=s_src-2015_AUDHP_JoinNow_topbanner-s_subsrc-website&&utm_source=fundraising&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=2015_AUDHP_JoinNow_topbanner

