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Start the year right and join JAS for
our January meeting featuring speaker and photographer Jim Beedle and
get excited about Spring birding! The
meeting takes place Thursday, January 11th at 7pm in UAS Recreation
Center room 116. As always, the event is free and open to the public. Hope
to see you there!

Upcoming Juneau Audubon Society Events:
JAS meeting with Jim Beedle

Juneau’s Birds in Spring

Jan 11

By Gwen Baluss
Recently
Dr.
Nils
Warnock, Executive Director for Audubon Alaska, spoke in Juneau
about the latest Audubon watchlist for Alaska.
The list uses the best
available trend information to highlight species that are in decline,
or especially vulnerable
to big population drops,
and for which key parts
of the birds’ habitat is
within Alaska.
This will be the first article of a series discussing
the red-listed watchlist
species that are found
locally in Southeast Alaska, and some ideas
about what we can do to
help these birds.

The following birds may
be found on the Christmas Bird Count (CBC) for
Juneau.
Information
gained on the CBC is
part of the picture that
scientists use to make
assumptions about species declines and changes of ranges. We thank
all volunteers who help
with this event.
Greater scaup:
These ducks often congregate in our area during spring and fall migration, occasionally in
large flocks (of over 800
birds) have been registered on the CBC.
Reasons for widespread
and serious declines
over past decades are
not known. There are
many hypotheses; contamination issues and
loss of boreal
wetlands
as permafrost melts are
strong contenders.
What can we do? If you

hunt or know hunters,
consider passing on taking scaup. Since it’s difficult for most to quickly
distinguish the greater
from the lesser scaup,
and there are also some
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Greater scaup pair– note wide
bill and pure green sheen to the
drake’s head. Photo by Bryant
Olson. Flikr Photoshare/Creative
Commons.

concerns about both
species; avoiding both is
a safe option. Suggest
targeting more common
species, such as mallards. Currently the limit
in
Southeast
game
unites is 7 ducks per day
(freshwater types, with
no more CONT PG 3

At Large A: Amy Clark Courtney
At Large B: Alexia Keifer

Looking for
more ways
to support
JAS?

Sign up for the Community
Rewards program by linking
your Fred Meyer Rewards
Card to the Juneau Audubon
Society at fredmeyer.com/
community-rewards.
You can search for us by our name or by our nonprofit number: 90656.
Then, every time you shop and use your Rewards
Card, you are helping JAS earn a donation!
You still earn your Rewards Points, Fuel Points,
and Rebates, just as you do today.
Please take a moment and sign up today!

Juneau Audubon Society’s mission is to conserve the natural ecosystems of
Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the
benefit and enjoyment of current and future generations. When you become a
member, you support this mission.
National Membership~
Join online at and you’ll automatically join the Juneau chapter. Memberships start at
just $20. When you join, you receive a one year subscription to the Raven newsletter
and support JAS education, research, and more!
Local Membership~
If you don’t want to join nationally, you can support JAS directly by mailing your

We are committed to conserving natural resources, and
digital newsletters go a long way toward this goal. If you
would like to continue receiving a paper copy of our
newsletter, please let us know by emailing
membership@juneau-audubon-society.org

name, address, email, and a check for $10 to P.O. Box 021725 Juneau, AK 99802
Board Seats~
Think you want to take your love for birds a step further? The JAS board of directors

has seats open. Send inquiries via email to president@juneau-audubon-society.org

Birds of the Chilkat Valley Checklist
Haines Birders Facebook group
Juneau: Juneau Audubon Society webpage www.juneauaudubonsociety.org
Links to even more bird lists and quarterly reports about whats hot (and
what’s not) compiled Steve Heinl and other local experts are archived
here: http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html
JAS Facebook
Sitka:
Sitka Nature bird postings
Skagway: Skagway Bird Club
Regional: Join EagleChat to see discussions and birding events taking place in Juneau and the rest of Southeast AK. Contact Gwen Baluss for an invitation!
(president@juneau-audubon-society.org)
Also check out:
Southeast Alaska Regional Bird Observations—Spring
This quarterly report summarizes seasonal bird sightings complete with locations
and photos.
6th Edition Audubon Guide to the Birds of Alaska
http://wiki.seaknature.org/Category:Bird
Ever wonder which community is the best (or worst) place to find a target species?
Want to see multiple online lists in one easy spot? Matt Goff’s SEAKnature has it!
www.naturebob.com
Articles, photos and links to free articles and natural history books can be found on
local nature writer Bob Armstrong’s site.
Haines:

JAS Seeks Conservation Chair
Members, please consider joining our dynamic board!
This volunteer position is flexible in its duties, and time commitment. We’d
love to have help with monitoring local management activities that would
affect bird and wildlife habitat, bringing awareness of emerging conservation issues to our membership, and providing comments, where appropriate. Our charter does not generally allow weighing in on legal matters or
creation action alerts, so the number of actions will be limited. The focus
will be on Southeast AK, particularly news that will affect Important Bird Areas. Interest in birds is helpful, buy you do not need to be an expert birder.
Residents of SEAK communities outside of Juneau need to be able to call in
to monthly meetings September – April.
For more information please contact Gwen Baluss: president@juneauaudubon-society.org

WATCHLIST breakdown
by species given). This
could give the false impression that all duck
populations are equally
abundant in Alaska. Nationwide, waterfowl species in general are well
managed by a collective
of federal and regional
coordinators, and hunters have been a positive
force in habitat conservation.
As a result,
many duck populations
are doing well. However,
local regulations have
not caught up with national conservation priorities. Report large
flocks of scaups on
eBird. A good summary
of how to tell the two
species apart can be
found
online
here.
Greater Scaup are often
seen in salt water. Add
this “freshwater” duck to
the countless species
that will benefit from
any initiative keeping
our water clean.
Yellow-billed Loon
Audubon Alaska lists a
global population for
this species at only
about 24, 000. Consider-

ing its breeding range
covers parts of Northern
Alaska, Canada and Russia, it’s a lucky birder
who sees impressively
large and indeed yellow

Yellow-billed loon. A young/
winter bird. Photo by Tim
Lenz. Flikr Photoshare/
Creative Commons.

-billed bird.
Southeast Alaska
is
lucky to have a smattering of observations near
most communities, and
is considered part of its
normal winter range.
This species is not considered endangered by
the US Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS), but
concern has led to extensive assessment of its
threats and information
needs.
According to the Alaska
Department of Fish and
Game, “Breeding habitat
loss or degradation, re-

duction of prey base
due to overfishing, incidental mortality in fisheries, subsistence harvest, and predation are
the
main
potential
threats to yellow-billed
loons.”
The good news for this
species is that it is on
the radar of managers in
Alaska. Acording to the
USFWS “The Conservation
Agreement
(Agreement) for the yellow-billed loon (YBLO)
Gavia adamsii, has been
developed as a cooperative effort among local,
state and federal resource
agencies
in
northern and western
Alaska in order to take
measures necessary for
the conservation of the
species.”
What can we do? Speak
up for the federal and
state agencies who employ trained biologists
to responsibly monitor
and inform the public
about wildlife management. Budget cuts and
vilification from the
public continue damper
the effectiveness of
agencies to CONT PG 4

WATCHLIST do their
job.
Contribute
to
knowledge of where
these birds breed and
range by reporting observations in eBird. In
winter it can be quite
difficult to distinguish at
a distance from the
Common Loon. In fact, a
quick perusal of biding
forums on the internet
will yield vigorous discussion and plenty of
conjecture by hopeful
watchers. An advanced
birding guidebook is
helpful to distinguish
the two.
Support fisherman who
are taking measures to
reduce or eliminate bycatch of seabirds.
Marbled Murrelet
Southeast Alaska is a
hotspot for this species,
where we can enjoy by

lower research estimates, some 100,000
members of this species
that is listed as endangered in the lower 48
states.

Marbled murrelet., winter
plumage. Auke Bay. Photo
by Gwen Baluss.

The watchlist states
“Threats in Alaska include marine regime
shifts that affect food
supply, predation by
avian predators, incidental bycatch in gillnet
fisheries, and logging of
old growth habitat.”

What can we do? Support fisherman who are
taking measures to protect seabirds.
Support
conservation
and research for recover
of the small bait fish
eaten by murrelets.
Consider that Marbled
Murrelets in Southernmost Alaska could be
affected by timber sales
of large trees. (Note that
murrelets do use other
habitats, such as mossy
rocks, farther north).
Maintaining water quality in the Inside Passage
will help murrelets.
See more about the
watchlist
(including
some yellow-listed birds
that may be vulnerable)
here:
http://ak.audubon.org/
conservation/alaska watchlist

For all their hard work picking berries, making jam,
and staffing our Public Market booth, JAS would like
to sincerely thank volunteers! Mary Lou King, Brenda
Wright, Patricia Wherry, Jeff Sauer, Doug Jones, Susan Hickey, Mary Willson, Mary Claire Harris, Bev
Agler, Hetty Barthel, Deb Rudis, Kari Monagle, Karen
Capp, Bob Piorkowski, Theresa Svancara, Marsha
Squires, Alexia Kiefer, Carol Race, Molly McCafferty,
Gus Van Vliet, Patty Rose, Amy Sherwin, and Gwen
Baluss, we couldn’t have done it without you!

by Patty Rose
The 45th Juneau Christmas
Bird Count took place Saturday, December 16. Thirty-one
volunteers went out in the
rain and wind and reported
52 species and 9,393 individual birds. A few feeder watchers also contributed their observations to the count. The
weather undoubtedly affected the outcome, and the
number of species reported
was one of the lowest on record. Fortunately, good weather during count week enabled
volunteers to add 22 count
week species, for a respectable total of 74.
The rarest birds of the day
were four evening grosbeaks
seen at a downtown feeder.
Evening grosbeak had not
been previously seen on a
Juneau Christmas Bird Count.
Other noteworthy observations were Bonaparte's gull,

Eurasian collared-dove, great
horned owl, and Anna's hummingbird on count day, and
Northern shoveler, American
three-toed woodpecker, and
hoary redpoll during count
week.

The count resulted in one
new high and one new low. A
count of seven black-billed
magpies set a new low for
that species. The previous low
was eight in 1981. A count of
four evening grosbeaks added a new species to the
checklist and established a
high count for that species.
Despite the weather, the 23
species that have been seen
on each of the other 44
counts were seen on count
day. The five most numerous
species were mallard (2,243),
surf scoter (1,684), Canada
goose
(1,398),
glaucouswinged gull (1,032), and
Northwestern crow (865).

by Amy Courtney
Despite this being
only our second year,
and thus a "fledgling"
Christmas Bird Count
circle, I was quite
pleased with the
numbers and variety
of birds that the
handful of us Hoonah birders were able
to find this year. We
did our count on December 16th. The
first half of the day it
poured
rain,
and small land birds
proved to be quite
elusive. Fortunately
the skies cleared in
the afternoon, and
we were able to redeem our numbers a
bit.
TOTALS:
Individual birds: 2,054
Species: 43

