
THE RAVEN 

JAS Meeting with Speaker Dr. Nils Warnock 

2017 Alaska WatchList 

 

Dec 14 

Christmas Bird Count - Juneau (more on pg. 3) 

118th National Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 

 

Dec 16 

Christmas Bird Count - Hoonah 

118th National Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 

 

Dec 17 

Upcoming Juneau Audubon Society Events: 

Announcing the De-

cember Audubon 

meeting! Join Dr. Nils 

Warnock, Executive Di-

rector of Audubon 

Alaska, for a talk on the 

state of Alaska’s birds. 

Audubon Alaska re-

cently released the 

2017 Alaska WatchList, 

a report that ranks reg-

ularly occurring bird 

species in Alaska based 

on vulnerability. This 

year, an unprecedented 

number of species 

made it onto the 

WatchList’s Red List, 

the list with the highest 

level of conservation 

concern. Nils will review 

which species are most 

at risk, explore the fac-

tors contributing to de-

clines in Alaska bird 

populations, look at 

success stories, and ex-

plain what can be done 

to conserve vulnerable 

species.  December 14 

at 7pm in UAS Rec 

Center rm. 116. 

Two surf scoters and one black scoter, a species on the  WatchList 

We are committed to conserving natural resources, and 

digital newsletters go a long way toward this goal. If you 

would like to continue receiving a paper copy of our 

newsletter, please let us know by emailing                  

membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Since 2012, I have vis-

ited Sitka every No-

vember for a small 

research project. We 

capture birds and  

band them in hopes of 

learning more about 

the birds that frequent 

yards in Sitka.  Three 

species: Chestnut-

backed Chickadee, 

Oregon (Dark-eyed) 

Junco and Song Spar-

row receive colored 

bands and the stand-

ard numbered alumi-

num band. By using 

school yards as  band-

ing locations, inviting 

classes to watch the 

banding, and enlisting 

the public to report 

sightings of birds, the 

project also helps ed-

ucate about birds and 

the challenges they 

face. 

We have some inter-

esting results toreport: 

•A high proportion of 

the juncos in Sitka are 

young males. Other 

studies have noted 

the geographic parti-

tioning of portions of 

junco populations 

according to age and 

gender.  

•About 2-3% of the 

juncos in Sitka are a 

Slate-colored type. 

The nearest breeding 

area for these would 

be in mountains of 

BC and Yukon Terri-

tory, so we know that 

at least some of the 

birds are traveling to 

the coast for the win-

ter.  

•Likewise, we suspect 

some of the Oregon 

type juncos are also 

going inland (or to 

higher elevations).  A 

young male junco 

banded at Blatchley 

Middle School in No-

vember 2016 ap-

peared in the 

Mendenhall Valley in 

Juneau the following 

May. 

•Juncos probably have 

a small winter range 

once they arrive. Ore-

gon Juncos are some-

times resighted or 

recaptured through-

out the winter in 

which they were 

banded and some-

times CONT PG 4 

Have you seen this bird? A 

handsome male junco shows 

his new colors.  



Birders of all levels are 

invited to join JAS for 

the Juneau Christmas 

Bird Count on Satur-

day, December 16, 

2017. The Christmas 

Bird Count started in 

1900 as an alternative 

to the tradition of 

shooting birds on 

Christmas Day, and has 

since become wide-

spread across the 

Western hemisphere. 

The 2017 count is the 

118th CBC and the 45th 

Juneau count.  

Juneau volunteers will 

meet at 8:00am; those 

wishing to count in the 

downtown, Douglas, 

and north Douglas are-

as will meet at the 

downtown Foodland 

IGA coffee bar. Those 

wishing to count in the 

Lemon Creek, airport, 

Mendenhall Valley, and  

Auke Bay areas will 

meet at the McDon-

ald’s restaurant on 

Trout Street opposite 

the Valley Breeze In. 

Bring binoculars and be 

prepared for the 

weather and walking 

conditions. We will di-

vide into groups at the 

staging locations.  

Afterward, there will be 

a potluck at the home 

of Jeff Sauer and The-

resa Svancara, where 

the birds and species 

seen on count day will 

be tallied. Directions to 

the potluck will be 

available on the morn-

ing of the count. The 

potluck is a nonsmok-

ing, pet-free event. 

Birders who would like 

to take the count to 

the next level can get 

out and collect data 

during the entire week 

of Dec. 13 through Dec. 

19. Species seen during 

count week that are 

not seen on count day 

will be noted in our 

report. 

Special note- Mark 

Schwan is stepping 

down from our compil-

er team this year. We 

appreciate Mark’s 

many years of service. 

Fortunately, compiler 

Gus van Vliet is staying 

on, and Patty Rose has 

volunteered to fill the 

vacancy left by Mark’s 

retirement. 

Contact Patty Rose at 

(907) 321-3328 with 

questions. 

Can’t participate in 

Juneau? The CBC will 

also take place on 

Dec. 17 in Hoonah 

this year, hosted by 

Amy Courtney! Con-

tact  atlargeA@      

j u n e a u - a u d u b o n -

society.org 

Two Anna’s hummingbirds  in winter. Photo by Patty Rose 

•subsequent winter, 

suggesting that some 

birds have fidelity to 

their winter site. Most 

of the time , the re-

encounter is in the 

exact same location 

as banding location. 

Other sightings were 

only a short distance 

away, with an  all-

time maximum of 

about 1.4 miles. 

•Some song sparrows 

stay in Sitka year 

round; others leave 

for the summer and 

return the following 

winter.  

•No long distance 

chickadee move-

ments have been 

documented. This 

was expected as they 

were thought to be a 

true resident species 

that does not migrate 

at all.  

•Kids love to see the 

banding operations; 

even the notoriously 

fidgety middle school 

crowd will give their 

full attention as the 

bird flies back to free-

dom. 

Please help us find 

continue to find these 

birds! Some could 

show up in any South-

east Alaska communi-

ty. 

If you see a banded 

bird: 

•Record the species 

(or best guess), the 

colors and position of 

bands, location and 

date. A photograph is 

very helpful. If your 

camera is not good 

with zoom or action 

shots, try a video. 

Even most phones 

can take video that 

would be helpful. 

•In Sitka, try the online 

entry system at 

www.seaknature.org 

contact Matt Goff at: 

s i t k a n a t u r e -

ATgmail.com 

•Outside Sitka, con-

t a c t :  g b a l u s -

sATgmail.com 

•If you find any band-

ed bird, anywhere, 

and are able to get 

t h e  n u m b e r s 

(sometimes possible 

with a good set of 

digital photos), report 

to the USGS Bird 

Banding Laboratory: 

www.pwrc.usgs.gov/

bbl. They keep a da-

tabase of all licensed 

bird banders, and 

which numbers are 

assigned to each. 

•If the bird is dead, 

collect the band(s), as 

these may be useful 

to the bander. 

How to note a color combination. Note the bird’s left leg, top (1) and 

bottom (2) and the right leg top (3) and bottom (4). Note that there will 

always be an aluminum numbered band somewhere. Note its position 

too. There may just be a numbered band or combinations on either leg 

up to a maximum of four bands. The possible colors for Sitka are: red, 

light blue, black, white, green, orange, yellow and brown. 



Looking for 

more ways to 

support JAS? 

Fred Meyer is donating $2.5 million per year to non-profits in Alaska, Idaho, 

Oregon and Washington, based on where their customers tell them to give.  
 

Here’s how the program works: 

Sign up for the Community Rewards program by linking your Fred Meyer Re-

wards Card to the Juneau Audubon Society at www.fredmeyer.com/

community-rewards. 
 

You can search for us by our name or by our non-profit number: 90656. 
 

Then, every time you shop and use your Rewards Card, you are helping the 

Juneau Audubon Society earn a donation! 

You still earn your Rewards Points, Fuel Points, and Rebates, just as you do 

today. If you do not have a Rewards Card, they are available at the Customer 

Service desk of any Fred Meyer store. 
 

For more information, visit www.fredmeyer.com/community-rewards. 

Please take a moment and sign up today! 

Haines:     Birds of the Chilkat Valley Checklist 

     Haines Birders Facebook group 

Juneau:     Juneau Audubon Society webpage www.juneauaudubonsociety.org 

      Links to even more bird lists and quarterly reports about whats hot (and    

      what’s not) compiled Steve Heinl and other local experts are archived     

      here: http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html 

      JAS Facebook 

Sitka:        Sitka Nature bird postings 

Skagway:  Skagway Bird Club 

Regional:  Join EagleChat to see discussions and birding events taking place in Ju-

neau and the rest of Southeast AK. Contact Gwen Baluss for an invitation! 

(president@juneau-audubon-society.org)  

Also check out: 

Southeast Alaska Regional Bird Observations—Spring 

This quarterly report summarizes seasonal bird sightings complete with locations 

and photos. 

6th Edition Audubon Guide to the Birds of Alaska 

http://wiki.seaknature.org/Category:Bird  

Ever wonder which community is the best (or worst) place to find a target species? 

Want to see multiple  online lists in one easy spot? Matt Goff’s SEAKnature has it! 

www.naturebob.com 

Articles, photos and links to free articles and natural history books can be found on 

local nature writer Bob Armstrong’s site. 

Have you noticed our new look? 

Along with the new format, JAS is in-

troducing a monthly featured photo. 

Have a shot you’re proud of? Send it 

in and it may be featured in our news-

letter. Submit photos to newslet-

ter@juneau-audubonsociety.org. Be 

sure to include the species, date, and 

location you took the photo.  

Right: Pigeon guillemot (Cepphus Co-

lumba) by Jake Shurba. Taken October 

5, 2017 in Haines, Alaska.  

http://www.visithaines.com/sites/default/files/birds.pdf
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html
http://www.sitkanature.org/sitka-birds/
https://sites.google.com/site/skagwaybirdclub/
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/Birds/Reports/2017%20Spring%20-%20SE%20AK%20Bird%20Report.pdf
http://ak.audubon.org/birds/guide-birds-alaska-6th-edition-0
http://wiki.seaknature.org/Category:Bird


President: Gwen Baluss  

Vice President: Marsha Squires  

Treasurer: Patty Rose  

Secretary: Amy Sherwin  

Field Trips: Jason Colon  

Newsletter: Sidney Campbell  

Membership: Amanda Pilley  

Education: Patricia Wherry  

Programs: Brenda Wright  

Conservation: Vacant 

At Large A: Amy Clark Courtney  

At Large B: Alexia Keifer  

Juneau Audubon Society’s mission is  to conserve the natural ecosystems of 

Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the 

benefit and enjoyment of current and future generations.  When you become a 

member, you support this mission.  

National Membership~ 

Join online at and you’ll automatically join the Juneau chapter. Memberships start at 

just $20. When you join, you receive a one year subscription to the Raven newsletter 

and support JAS education, research, and more!  

Local Membership~ 

If you don’t want to join nationally, you can support JAS directly by mailing your 

name, address, email, and a check for $10 to  P.O. Box 021725 Juneau, AK 99802 

Board Seats~ 

Think you want to take your love for birds a step further? The JAS board of directors 

has seats open. Send inquiries via email to president@juneau-audubon-society.org 

https://action.audubon.org/onlineactions/Zt2i4FRgFkSm_QWR3qkUAg2?ms=s_src-2015_AUDHP_JoinNow_topbanner-s_subsrc-website&&utm_source=fundraising&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=2015_AUDHP_JoinNow_topbanner

