
 

The Juneau Audubon 

Society witnessed the 

end to an era last 

month as a long-time 

board member of the 

Juneau Audubon chap-

ter officially retired. 

Mary Lou King was a 

founding member of 

the Juneau chapter, and 

has been an active 

member of the board 

nearly continuously 

since its inception in 

1977. Her contributions 

to Audubon are numer-

ous and diverse; from 

leading birding classes 

to making jam for the 

JAS booth at the public 

market each year. 

Beyond her work with 

Audubon, Mary Lou has 

been an advocate for 

conservation in Juneau 

for more than 50 years. 

She has published nu-

merous books on topics 

ranging from hiking to 

birding field guides, in-

cluding the household 

staple 90 Short Walks 

Around Juneau.  

Her passion for the out-

doors has been shared 

with generations of stu-

dents through pro-

grams she has created 

including Sea Week. 

She continues to share 

her love for history and 

Native culture by writ-

ing and teaching Native 

arts at the University of 

Alaska Southeast.  

Nearly every person in 

Juneau has benefitted 

from Mary Lou’s work; 

from the bike paths she 

advocated for in the 

1970’s, to curricula she 

developed for schools, 

to programs she sup-

ports with returns from 

her book sales. The 

community is lucky to 

have such a dedicated 

individual among them, 

and the Juneau Audu-

bon Society thanks her 

for her many years of 

hard work.  

Although she has re-

tired from the Board, 

Mary Lou continues to 

be an inspiration and a 

valuable resource for 

the organization. 

We are committed to conserving natural resources, and 

digital newsletters go a long way toward this goal. If you 

would like to continue receiving a paper copy of our 

newsletter, please let us know by emailing                  

membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 

THE RAVEN 

Alaska Bald Eagle Festival                                                           

American Bald Eagle Foundation Haines, Alaska                     

 

Nov 6-11 

JAS Meeting with speaker Bill Heard 

Chasing Neotropical Migrants in the Lower Rio Grand                 

 

Nov. 9 

Juneau Public Market                                                                   

Centennial Hall 

 

Nov. 24-26 

JAS Meeting with Dr. Nils Warnock 

Alaska Birds in Decline: Findings from the 2017 AK Watchlist        

 

Dec. 14 

Upcoming Juneau Audubon Society Events: 

Juneau Audubon Society is excited to wel-

come Juneau’s very own Bill Heard as the 

speaker at November’s JAS meeting. Heard 

will be speaking about his experience pho-

tographing neotropical birds as they mi-

grated through the Rio Grand Valley. JAS 

will host a talk at the UAS Rec Center, room 

116, every second Thursday from October 

through April. Talks begin at 7pm and will 

cover a range of topics. Next month JAS 

welcomes the executive director of Audu-

bon Alaska, Dr. Nils Warnock, as he discuss-

es the 2017 Alaska Watchlist. Stay tuned 

for the 2018 schedule! 
Photos by Bill Heard 



 

By Brenda Wright and Gwen 

Baluss 

Juneau Audubon Socie-

ty and local student vol-

unteers have construct-

ed Tree Swallow nest 

boxes (using a pattern 

developed by the 

Golondrinas project) 

and placed them in wet-

lands near Juneau since 

2015. They were moni-

tored for occupancy by 

citizen scientists. Ob-

servers were encour-

aged to use the Cornell 

Nestwatch protocol 

when checking nest 

boxes, and to visit at 

least bi-weekly.  

In 2016, there were 15 

successful nests in the 

40 nest boxes erected.  

A bear knocked down 2 

nest boxes at Pioneer 

marsh.  In 2017 there 

were 67 nest boxes 

erected (+10 for Violet-

green Swallows), 27 of 

which had nests. We 

again lost two boxes to 

bears, but after the 

birds had fledged. 

The first Tree Swallows 

were observed between 

April 15-18. The first 

eggs were observed 

May 2. Active feeding at 

nest boxes occurred 

June 12-25.   This year 

was much colder on av-

erage than 2016. Nest 

boxes were removed 

from most sites for the 

winter.  

The continued goals for 

the project in 2018 in-

clude: 65 boxes up be-

fore April 1, recruiting 

more citizen scientists, 

continuing to record 

phenology, and finding 

optimal locations for 

occupancy. We found  

that Violet-green Swal-

lows do not often use 

constructed nest boxes, 

so we will use those 

boxes for more Tree 

Swallow locations. 

This project was started 

with support from 

Audubon Alaska for 

swallow box building 

materials and continued 

with funds from JAS. 

Thanks to the Juneau 

Community Charter 

School for new box con-

struction in 2017.  Many 

of this year’s swallow 

observations were com-

piled by Hannah Scharf, 

our summer intern. 

Thanks to the US Forest 

Service Juneau Ranger 

District for housing and 

equipment for Hannah.  

We are planning to initi-

ate a banding project at 

the nest boxes with the 

help of local Master 

Bander Cathy Pohl in 

2018. This will allow 

better information 

about the return rates 

for adult birds and open 

the door for more study.   

Equipment purchase is 

underway thanks to a 

grant from Alaska Song-

bird Institute in Fair-

banks.  (CONT. PG 5) 

Photo: Tree Swallow by Ferd Brundick; Creative Commons 

Photo: Arctic Tern at Auke Bay 

Story and photo by Gwen Baluss 

Probably the best mo-

ments I spent last sum-

mer were observing 

some of the world’s 

longest-distance mi-

grants, Arctic terns, 

practically in our back 

yard. While the sooty 

shearwater and bar-

tailed godwit certainly 

give this species a run 

for its money as the 

“longest-distance mi-

grant”, the arctic tern  

is still often hailed as  

number one. Last year 

news came out that a 

tagged bird from UK’s 

Farne Islands took a 

59,560 mile route to 

Antarctica.  

Our own Alaskan terns 

make a more modest 

10,000 mile journey 

where they might rub 

wingtips with those UK 

birds around the Wed-

dell sea.  (This calcula-

tion is an estimate of 

the straight-line dis-

tance between record-

ed points; the actual 

miles logged could be 

double that or more). 

Such efficient and aer-

odynamic flyers are 

simply beautiful to 

watch. 

Arctic terns have been 

r e c o r d e d  n e a r 

Mendenhall Glacier 

since the 1920’s. The 

last few years, the birds 

at Mendenhall Lake 

have occupied two 

nesting zones. One at 

Photo Point near the 

Visitor Center and the 

other on a route that 

leads towards the now 

nationally famous ice 

caves. The latter colony 

is of management con-

cern due to high foot 

traffic that goes by, 

a n d  s o m e t im e s 

through, the nest areas.  

In both 2014 and 2015 

nesting success was 

poor with two or less 

young produced each 

year and less than 30 

adults returning. Birds 

spooked off nests are 

more likely to have 

their eggs eaten by ra-

vens, or young chilled 

in the rain. Even adults 

are vulnerable to ma-

rauding eagles.  

Last summer Juneau 

Audubon Society and 

the US Forest Service 

sponsored an intern to 

help gather data at un-

protected nesting areas 

so we could get better 

information with more 

regular standardized 

observations. The news 

was good for those 

birds near the Visitor 

Center, with an esti-

mated seven young 

fledged. The birds near 

the ice cave route were 

less successful, with 

likely only one fledg-

ling to show for their 

efforts. Tern watchers 

were elated to see the 

return of more adults 

in 2017 with about 80. 

Historic high counts 

top 115.  



 

Haines:     Birds of the Chilkat Valley Checklist 

     Haines Birders Facebook group 

Juneau:     Juneau Audubon Society  

      JAS Facebook 

Sitka:        Sitka Nature bird postings 

Skagway:  Skagway Bird Club 

Regional:  Join EagleChat to see discussions and 

      birding events taking place in Juneau and 

      the rest of Southeast AK. Contact Gwen 

      Baluss for an invitation! 

      (president@juneauaudubonsociety.org)  

 

Also check out: 

Southeast Alaska Regional Bird Observations—Spring 

This quarterly report summarizes seasonal bird sight-

ings complete with locations and photos. 

Have you noticed our new 

look? Along with the new 

format, JAS is introducing a 

monthly featured photo. 

Have a shot you’re proud 

of? Send it in and it may be 

featured in our newsletter. 

Submissions can be sent to 

newsletter@juneau-

audubonsociety.org. Be 

sure to include the species, 

date, and location you took 

the photo.  

Right: Juvenile Northern 

goshawk (Accipiter gentilis). 

Photo by Leia Minch near 

Chilkoot Lake in Haines, AK. 

Taken on August 12, 2017.  

Get a jump start on holiday 

shopping and support your local 

Audubon chapter! 
 

November 24-26 at 

Centennial Hall 
 

Famous JAS jams and preserves 

will be on sale, but  

supplies will be limited.  This 

year’s poor nagoon crop means 

early birds get the jam! 
 

We are looking for       

volunteers! 
 

If you can help with sales or set-

up, contact publicmarket@   

juneauaudubonsociety.org 

One of Southeast Alas-

ka’s most exciting bird-

ing opportunities is fast 

approaching. The Alaska 

Bald Eagle Festival takes 

place in Haines each 

year when bald eagle 

concentration peaks on 

the banks of the Chilkat 

river. The unique hydro-

geology of the Chilkat 

prevents part of the riv-

er from freezing, even 

during the coldest win-

ter days. Eagles depend 

on late salmon runs to 

prepare for the onset of 

winter and salmon re-

main available to eagles 

late into the year on the 

Chilkat, when other riv-

ers in Alaska have fro-

zen over. The late runs 

of chum and coho salm-

on on the Chilkat River 

attract one of the larg-

est congregations of 

bald eagles in North 

America-- eagles come 

from all over to have 

access to this valuable 

resource. Each year, be-

tween two and four 

thousand bald eagles 

gather on a five-mile 

stretch of water at the 

confluence of the 

Chilkat and Tsirku Rivers 

near Haines. In addition 

to some fantastic eagle 

viewing, the Foundation 

has many events 

planned to highlight 

science, conservation, 

culture, and community. 

The week culminates 

with a banquet celebra-

tion and keynote speak-

er Melanie Smith from 

Audubon Alaska.  

Bald eagles on the Chilkat river during the Alaska Bald Eagle Festival 

Photo by Bill McRoberts, courtesy of American Bald Eagle Foundation 

(SWALLOW CONT.) 

A network of Tree Swal-

low studies is forming 

statewide. Swallows are 

of interest to research-

ers now because, as a 

group, aerial insecti-

vores have demonstrat-

ed steep declines on 

broad scale studies in 

North America such as 

the Breeding Bird Sur-

vey.  We hope to pro-

vide information that 

may someday be able 

to contribute to the 

conservation of these 

species.  

http://www.visithaines.com/sites/default/files/birds.pdf
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/
http://www.sitkanature.org/sitka-birds/
https://sites.google.com/site/skagwaybirdclub/
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/Birds/Reports/2017%20Spring%20-%20SE%20AK%20Bird%20Report.pdf


 

President: Gwen Baluss  

Vice President: Marsha Squires  

Treasurer: Patty Rose  

Secretary: Amy Sherwin  

Field Trips: Jason Colon  

Newsletter: Vacant  

Membership: Amanda Pilley  

Education: Patricia Wherry  

Programs: Brenda Wright  

Conservation: Sidney Campbell  

At Large A: Amy Clark Courtney  

At Large B: Alexia Keifer  

Juneau Audubon Society’s mission is  to conserve the natural ecosystems 

of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats 

for the benefit and enjoyment of current and future generations.  When 

you become a member, you support this mission.  

 

National Membership~ 

Join online and you’ll automatically join the Juneau chapter. Memberships 

start at just $20. When you join, you receive a one year subscription to the 

Raven newsletter and support JAS education, research, and more!  

Local Membership~ 

If you don’t want to join nationally, you can support JAS directly by mailing 

your name, address, email, and a check for $10 to  P.O. Box 021725 Juneau, 

AK 99802 

Board Seats~ 

Think you want to take your love for birds a step further? The JAS board of 

directors has seats open. Send inquiries via email to president@juneau-

audubon-society.org 

https://action.audubon.org/onlineactions/Zt2i4FRgFkSm_QWR3qkUAg2?ms=s_src-2015_AUDHP_JoinNow_topbanner-s_subsrc-website&&utm_source=fundraising&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=2015_AUDHP_JoinNow_topbanner

