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Election of Officers: All Juneau Audubon members are eligible to run for and vote for our
officers. This year our candidates are Gwen Baluss for President, vacant for vice-president,
Patty Rose for treasurer, and Amy Sherwin for secretary. We welcome and encourage all our
members to volunteer for positions on our Board and Committees. There are many
opportunities to help protect our environment for people, birds and other wildlife.

HISTORY OF JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY
Several people expressed an interest in where and when the Juneau Audubon Society started.
This is a scanned copy of part of the first page of the first Newsletter Volume 1 #1 January,
1976. The first Alaska chapter was in Anchorage.

JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY WELCOMES A NEW CONSERVATION CHAIR
TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Amanda Pilley grew up in the high mountain desert of Southeast Idaho, at the foothills of the
Rocky Mountain Range. Her love of nature grew from exploring the incredible landscapes where
she was raised, from the lodge pole pine forests in the north, to the volcanic swath of the Snake
River Valley, to the steaming geysers of Yellowstone National Park. After gaining a BA from
Albertson College of Idaho, Amanda
decided one afternoon that she was
going to Alaska and so, two
days later, she did. She found
herself happily working on
boats in Southeast Alaska, from
the icy waters of Glacier
Bay National Park to the
towering cliffs of Misty
Fiords National Monument.
Though she tried to leave
Alaska a few times, Amanda
was completely captivated
and, 16 years later, now lives
in Juneau with her
handsome partner and a
mischievous dog. During
those years, she also worked
for the US Forest Service, a
ski resort in Colorado, a sea
kayaking outfit, and a real
estate agency. Those early years
were also the beginning of her
interest in birding. Her time at the
Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center
walking the grounds with other
birders was what really set the hook for her; she loved discovering a fantastic new world of
wildlife that she was previously not in tune with, and her love of Alaska only deepened.
It was this love of the Great Land that led Amanda to her current job working for the Southeast
Alaska Land Trust, a nonprofit doing important conservation work. She works hard to help
protect the critical habitat and exceptional landscapes that make up our backyard. Amanda joined
the Board of Directors of the Juneau Audubon Society in March, 2016. Needless to say, joining
the Board as Conservation Chair was a perfect marriage of interests. Amanda looks forward to
continuing her conservation efforts alongside other birders and nature lovers.
When not volunteering for the Juneau Audubon Society, Amanda can be found experimenting
with foraged foods, dabbling in creative design and, of course, behind a pair of binoculars. She
can be reached at: conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org

Book Review by Brenda Wright
“The Thing With Feathers” by Noah Stryker, 2014, Riverhead Books, 288 pages, paperback.
The author, Noah Stryker, is a well-known birder whose name was in birding news
through most of the past year. He spent a year birding all over the world to see how many
species of birds he could tally in one Big Year Worldwide. That story is told in his summary for
eBird http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/stryckersummary/
Noah’s book does not cover all the birds of any particular area, nor does it go into great
depth in any particular aspect of bird lives. Each chapter stands on its own regarding the subject.
Most chapters begin with his personal experience, which caused him to wonder about a certain
aspect of bird life. That caused him to travel to different places, interview people, do research.
Thirteen chapters are grouped into three major categories: Body, Mind and Spirit. The
author picks certain species and related birds in different parts of the world and goes into detail
about them and their habits.
Noah Stryker has written for many magazines and this book has a feel of separate
articles. But all are about birds. Check it out, I hope you enjoy it.

ICY STRAIT BIRDING TOURS -- RARE HOONAH BIRDS by Amy Courtney
Did you know that until this year
there have been no birding tour guide
companies in the United States that cater
specifically to cruise ship visitors and sell
tickets through the cruise lines? This
spring I started Icy Strait Birding Tours,
operating out of Hoonah, and offering
three-hour birding excursions to visitors
to Icy Strait Point (ISP). Owned by
the Hoonah Totem Corporation, ISP is
the only privately-owned cruise ship port
in the United States, and they were eager
to offer a tour that no other port did.
From the Long Island
Causeway
As a part of the contract, we agreed to donate a percentage
from each ticket sale to Juneau Audubon to benefit birds and
conservation in the Hoonah area. By the end of the season,
this came to over $900. Though Juneau Audubon has not
decided yet on a project to fund with the money, one idea that
has been suggested is to put up some interpretive signs at the
ferry terminal that highlight local birds and point out the
Pigeon Guillemot rookery a mere 80 yards from the terminal.
Greater Yellowlegs
Some bird highlights of the
season in Hoonah were an adult
Ring-billed Gull at the Long Island
Causeway on April 28, a Eurasian
Green-winged Teal (called Common
Teal in the eastern hemisphere) at the
Long Island Causeway on May
10, a Warbling Vireo singing at Icy
Strait Point on May 13 (rare away
from mainland Southeast), and a
juvenile Brown-headed Cowbird
also at the Long Island Causeway on
August 22.

GLOBAL BIG DAY MAY 2016 by Owen Squires
Hello bird fans and supporters of the Global Big Day! This is Owen Squires, the
Southeast Sandpiper team captain. My team was myself, Owen Squires, Kyle Farley-Robinson,
Bruno Malecha, Wesley and Leif Torgenson, Jessica and Cody Millsaps (and Calvin and Jade
Millsaps too!)
I am sending this message to say
how grateful my team and I are for your
personal support and financial donations.
We had a fantastic day birding on our
Global Big Day in May. Our team tallied
82 species, entered 12 checklists on ebird
(under my mom's name Marsha Squires
but from the team) and visited 20 different
locations in town. We birded in the
beautiful hot weather for over 17 hours.
Needless to say, we were tired but we
knew your belief in us.... and that boosted
our motivation. With your contribution we
are going to be able to raise over $1500
which will be split between Cornell Lab of
Ornithology and our local Juneau Audubon. I think that's pretty good. Thanks.
Here are a few facts: The most frequently seen bird was the bald eagle.
Unbelievably we didn't see a yellowlegs. Surprisingly we did see a trumpeter swan, long-billed
dowitchers, (70+) cackling geese, 100
arctic terns flying together, as well as that
many surfbirds at about 30 feet away.
The entire lists can be viewed on eBird
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/ under the
explore data tab.
The final tally of
donations resulted in a check for $1079
presented to the Juneau Audubon Board
on September 26. Thanks to the
Southeast Sandpiper Team for such a
great job and generous donation!
(Photo by Amy Courtney of some of the
youth birders and board members: Left to
right, Owen Squires, Gwen Baluss, Jade
Millsaps, Calvin Millsaps, Jessica
Millsaps, Brenda Wright, Cody Millsaps,
Patricia Wherry

Global BIG Day - 2016

Species List

Southeast Sandpiper Team

Members: Owen Squires, Kyle Farley-Robinson, Bruno Malecha, Wesley and Leif Torgenson,
Jessica and Cody Millsaps (and Calvin and Jade Millsaps too!)
1. Snow goose
34. Semipalmated
64. Chestnut-backed
2. Cackling goose
plover
chickadee
3. Canada goose
35. Black oystercatcher
65. Pacific wren
4. Trumpeter swan
36. Spotted sandpiper
66. Golden-crowned
5. Wood duck
37. Whimbrel
kinglet
6. Gadwall
38. Ruddy turnstone
67. Ruby-crowned
7. American wigeon
39. Surfbird
kinglet
8. Mallard
40. Western sandpiper
68. Hermit thrush
9. Northern shoveler
41. Least sandpiper
69. American robin
10. Northern pintail
42. Pectoral sandpiper
70. Varied thrush
11. Green-winged teal
43. Long-billed
71. European starling
12. Canvasback
dowitcher
72. Orange-crowned
13. Redhead duck
44. Bonaparte’s gull
warbler
14. Ring-necked duck
45. Mew gull
73. Yellow warbler
15. Greater scaup
46. Herring gull
74. Yellow-rumped
16. Harlequin duck
47. Glaucous-winged
warbler
17. Surf scoter
gull
75. Wilson’s warbler
18. White-winged
48. Arctic tern
76. Townsend warbler
scoter
49. Common murre
77. Savannah sparrow
19. Bufflehead
50. Pigeon guillemot
78. Song sparrow
20. Barrow’s golden51. Marbled murrelet
79. Lincoln’s sparrow
eye
52. Rock dove
80. Dark-eyed junco
21. Hooded merganser
53. Rufous
81. Red-winged
22. Common
hummingbird
blackbird
merganser
54. Belted kingfisher
82. Pine siskin
23. Red-breasted
55. Red-breasted
merganser
sapsucker
24. Sooty grouse
56. Hairy woodpecker
25. Red-throated loon
57. Pacific-slope
26. Pacific loon
flycatcher
27. Horned grebe
58. Stellar’s jay
28. Red-necked grebe
59. Northwest crow
29. Pelagic cormorant
60. Common raven
30. Great blue heron
61. Tree swallow
31. Bald eagle
62. Violet-green
32. Northern harrier
swallow
33. American golden63. Barn swallow
plover

OWEN SQUIRES’S THANKYOU LETTER FOR HIS SCHOLARSHIP
Dear Juneau Audubon Board, Thank you for your generous scholarship which supported my
participation in the ABA Camp Colorado this summer. During the week-long adventure, I was
able to see and observe countless new birds living in their natural habitat, learn more about bird
behavior and their unique strategies of survival, and meet other young birders who are interested
in the same things that I am. This camp experience was the best I have ever had!
I had never been to Colorado until this camp hence I hadn’t seen many of the birds
around Estes Park and Rocky Mountain National Park. Right off the bat, during our first outing,
we saw a Mountain Bluebird which was a new bird for me. We discussed its habitat and its
behavior, which became a reoccurring conversation with most bird sightings. The following day
we went to Wild Basin and within thirty seconds we saw a Mountain Chickadee which was
another new bird for me. It was like new birds (or sightings) were falling out of the sky!
One of the best part about finding or sighting a bird was that we all had a chance to get a
very good look. We’d stop, put up a scope or get our “bins” on the bird. Our guides would
explain to us why this bird is unique to all other birds around the world. For instance, Jennie, one
of our guides, told us that Rosy Finches grow feathers over their nose to warm the air that they
breath in so their lungs don’t freeze. Our guides also explained how climate change may affect
not only birds, but another species as well. Rocky Mountain National Park may lose its Pica, a
small mammal, because they will overheat in a hotter climate and die. Same with the Rosy
Finches. Each has adapted to thrive in harsh alpine conditions, such as deep snow and gale force
winds, but with global temperatures rising, the snow that they depend on will melt away or be
harder to find.
Personally, my favorite day was the Pawnee National Grasslands where we saw Common
Nighthawks, Lark Buntings, Burrowing Owls, a Ferruginous Hawk and more. Just about every
bird was a new bird for me and I was surprised to see how many birds lived in the grasslands.
How could all those birds survive in a place where no plant is more than three feet high? It was
just incredible.
Each day, after a long day of birding, our group had dinner and the guides gave an
orientation. The one orientation that struck me the most was Steve’s presentation on molt and
variation. In his slide show he talked about location
Sleeping nighthawk seen at
variation and how the same species of bird might appear
the Pawnee National
a duller color inland than one that lives on the coast. He
Grasslands
also spoke about identification through different molting
periods such as in the Fish Crow and the American
Crow. They molt at different times so if you see a crow
molting in the timeframe when a Fish Crow would molt
than it would be a Fish Crow and vice versa. Steve’s
presentation was absolutely captivating.
I had fun and learned a lot throughout this camp,
and was sad when it was over. It has inspired me to
learn as much as I can about birds and
conserve/maintain their habitat. I will never forget
Camp Colorado and am considering next summer’s
camp in Delaware (Camp Avocet). I knew the moment camp started it was going to be the best
camp I had ever taken part in. I appreciated your financial support as well as your belief in me,
and thank you very much.
Sincerely, Owen Squires

Community Vision for the Mendenhall Glacier Recreation Area

The Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center and surrounding Recreation Area are in the process of
undergoing a major re-design facilitated by the U.S. Forest Service and landscape architects,
Corvus Design, of Juneau. The purpose is to improve the area facilities and infrastructure in a
way that is sustainable for the foreseeable future, with increased access. The USFS is attempting
to balance the demands of increased annual visitation to the area with the protection of wildlife
and sensitive resource needs, as well as the wants of the community. The process is expected to
take two years.
Corvus Design and the USFS have held two public meetings so far, as well as several private
meetings with stakeholders and others in an effort to best decide how to go about future planning
of the Mendenhall Glacier Recreation Area. They are still encouraging comments and gathering
information from the community. If you would like more information, or to make a comment,
you can do so at this website: www.mgra-mgvc.us.
WEB OPPORTUNITIES
eBird Global tools for birders, critical data for science Record the birds
you see, Keep track of your bird lists, Explore dynamic maps and graphs,
Share your sightings and join the eBird community, Contribute to science
and conservation. http://ebird.org/content/ebird/
*** Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird and other wildlife photographs
that are free to use for educational and conservation purposes –
www.naturebob.com
SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY
Sub-regional Compilers: Steven C. Heinl and Andrew W. Piston
This publication has wonderful bird photos and information. You can view it on our web page at
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html
************************
For more bird information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see more
information: http://www.aba.org/nab< http://www.aba.org/nab> .
For discussions and postings on Juneau and Southeast Alaska Birds and events via email join
the yahoo! group EagleChat. For an invite, please contact Gwen Baluss
(gwenbaluss@yahoo.com)

For postings in Sitka see: http://www.sitkanature.org/sitka-birds/
And Be sure to check out the Juneau Audubon Society Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Juneau-Audubon-Society-138280412980789/

Audubon Membership Information
Note there have been some changes in how to join or renew
National Audubon Society Membership (includes automatic membership in your local chapter,
which is JAS if your zip is anywhere in Southeast Alaska).
Memberships begin at $20/year.
Options:






Use the online form to join at https://www.audubon.org/membership
Current members can renew online at http://www.audubon.org/renew or by emailing
audubon@emailcustomerservice.com
Call National Audubon to renew by phone at 1-844-428-3826
Locate the latest renewal notice from Audubon in the mail, or the form in Audubon
Magazine and return that using the envelope provided
US Postal Service: Send your name, address, email and payment check made out to
National Audubon Society to: Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box
21725, Juneau, AK 99802. The Membership Chair after recording the information for
our mailing list, will then send your check to the proper National Audubon Office.

If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only:
Please send name, address, and email with a check for $10 (1-year membership) made out to
Juneau Audubon Society to the USPS address above.
More info:








All memberships include the Juneau Chapter Newsletter The Raven
Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of snail mail to save paper, time, and
money and view photos in color. Send notification with renewal or email memo to:
membership@juneau-audubon-society.org
Receive too much mail from the National Audubon Society? Ask to be taken off the mass
mailing list by emailing Customer Service audubon@emailcustomerservice.com
(Opting out of extra mailings will not stop magazine subscription.)
JAS does not send members any offers, action alerts or share our membership addresses
with anyone
Local or national membership does not include support for Audubon Alaska state group.
We encourage members to support that group as well. See http://ak.audubon.org/

Thank you for joining us!

Juneau Audubon Officers and Board Members
President - Gwen Baluss E-Mail: president@juneau-audubon-society.org
Vice President – Josh Peters E-mail: vice-president@juneau-audubon-society.org
Treasurer - Patty Rose E-mail: treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org
Secretary - Amy Sherwin E-mail: secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org
Directors
Field Trips - Jason Colon E-mail: field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org
Raven Editor - Mary Lou King Phone: 789-7540 E-mail mailto:raven@juneau-audubon-society.org
Membership - Jane Ginter E-mail: membership@juneau-audubon-society.org
Education - Patricia Wherry E-mail: education@juneau-audubon-society.org
Programs - Ozgur Didrickson E-mail: programs@juneau-audubon-society.org
Conservation - Amanda Pilley E-mail: conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org
Member at Large - Amy Clark Courtney E-mail: at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org
Member at Large - Brenda Wright E-mail: at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org
Other Contacts
Saturday Wild - E-mail: saturdaywild@juneau-audubon-society.org
Public Market Coordinator - Mary McCafferty E-mail: public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org
Web Master - George Utermohle E-mail: webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org

