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Have a great Summer. Next General Meeting will be October 13 and next newsletter
in September
Final Berners Bay Cruise, Saturday May 7
Spring wildlife cruise! See Berners Bay Important Bird Area from the water! This time of year fish runs
such as herring or eulachon may bring spectacular numbers of sea lions, humpback whales, scoters, gulls
and more! Starts from Statter Harbor below DeHarts. Arrive 15 minutes early. Lasts about 4 hours. This is
the last JAS cruise this season. This sailing will be a little different. There will be a number of small boats
available from Gastineau guiding, with a limited number of people on each. Prices: adult $70, student $40,
kids $25 Tickets on sale at Hearthside Books.

Saturday Bird Walks by Jason Colon

Please join us this season on one or more of our
Saturday birding field trips. The walks are led by seasoned birders who have volunteered their time
to help us identify our avian neighbors and feathered summer vacationers. Let us know if you need
to borrow a spare set of binoculars, as there are a few available for the trips. Guided field trips are
scheduled every Saturday between April 16 and June 18, usually at 8 am, and each one will be
unique. All of the guided walks are free to attend.
5/14/16 Bird Banding and International Migratory Bird Day Celebrations at Juneau
Community Garden, led by Gwen Baluss
5/21/16 Moose Lake, led by Mark Schwan
5/28/16 Sheep Creek, led by Gus van Vliet
6/4/16 Sandy Beach/Treadwell, led by Patty Rose
6/11/16 Eagle Beach, led by Jeff Sauer
6/18/16 Pt. Bridget, led by Gus van Vliet
Please email me at field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org for specific meeting places, if you have
any questions, or if you would like to request binoculars for a field trip.
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ALASKA BIRD FESTIVALS
Copper River Delta Shorebird Festival - Cordova, AK May 5 - 8, 2016
Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival - Homer, AK May 12 - 15, 2016
Kenai Birding Festival - Kenai, AK May 19 - 22, 2016
Yakutat Tern Festival -- June 2-5, 2016
Alaska Bald Eagle Festival - Haines, AK November 14-20, 2016

Eagle Feather Collection Permits
Hello all volunteers that collect eagle feathers on the Juneau Audubon Society US Fish & Wildlife
Service permit. The permits are available by e-mail and paper from Brenda. Each of our permits
are good for three years. at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org

Pick, Click, Give -- Hello all Alaskan residents ,there is still time for applications for the 2016
Permanent Fund Dividend till August. That means it’s also time for people to be able to share some of
their dividend with charitable organizations. Juneau Audubon Society is a non-profit organization that
qualifies for Pick, Click, Give. Please consider supporting your local chapter. Our mission is to conserve
the natural ecosystems of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the
benefit and enjoyment of current and future generations. We appreciate your support.

Musings on Shakespeare and Bird Conservation By Gwen Baluss

Recently I was listening to public radio chatter about celebrating the 400th year since William
Shakespeare (WS) passed.
WS is arguably the greatest writer in the English language and had a profound influence on our language
and mentality. But soon the program devolved to the semi-conspiracy theory level of controversy
surrounding his identity. Could one guy from relatively humble origins possibly have written all those
works? If not WS, then who?
It so happed that I was able to ask a scholar and translator of works from the time what she thought
about all that. Her answer made a lot more sense than any explanation I’d heard. WS was not just an
author, but a compiler. The theatre company was a collective and thus the basic scripts were embellished,
edited and improved upon by actors as they rehearsed, and more feedback form the audience was likely
incorporated as they were repeatedly performed. Further, most of WS story line built on existing works
drawn from history, published novels, etc.
So regardless of who WS truly was, the magic was in the vibrant community. So this is how I bring this
back to bird conservation and Audubon. We at JAS have a small board of busy people. It takes volunteers
and support at all levels to keep us moving. We appreciate your help, and remind you to email any of us at
any time if you think that you can contribute as a volunteer on any kind of activity.
Oh, and by the way, that story about the introduction of the European Starling to North America
being part a scheme to introduce all bird species mentioned in WS works to the Americas? Might not be
totally true. The American Acclimatization Society founded in 1871 sought to introduce "such foreign
varieties of the animal and vegetable kingdom as may be useful or interesting” did release a number of
birds from Europe, some of whom took off with a vengeance. Apparently there was a Society director that
was a WS fan. However, that seems to be where the evidence ends. The rest, it could just be a good yarn.
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Berners Bay Cruise
We had a pretty typical day for our first cruise to Berners Bay this year on April 30. The cruise started off
well with spotting a couple of arctic terns before we left the dock at Auke Bay! The oyster catchers were
present on Aaron Island and there were sea lions on the haul-out on Benjamin Island. We caught a few
glimpses of humpback whales as we proceeded to Berners Bay itself. Owen Squires, was keeping track of
all the birds we saw and reported 25 species for the day. We did not hit the BIG day at Berners Bay, but
we all had a good time. We were very pleased to have all six of our essay/poetry/photo contest winners on
board. Photos by Helen Unruh
Although the forecast of a big storm front was correct, our timing was good. The storm weather was
picking up right about noon and we arrived comfortably back at the dock before the worst weather.
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Free Berners Bay Cruise Ticket Winners
The winners of our Free Berners Bay tickets were Diane DeSloover, Kenneth Gill, Travis and Kaitlyn
Kuendig, Barbara Shepherd, and Chris Marquis. Thank you for submitting your entries to the
contest. Both Travis and Kaitlyn Kuendig took a bunch of picture but struggled a bit with the rainy
weather and raindrops on lenses. These are the two they would like to share. (Bonaparte’s Gull &
sea lions).

Winning drawing by Chris Marquis
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Photos by Paul King, a ten year old on the cruise.

Tree Swallow nest box project by Brenda Wright
This is Juneau Audubon’s second year at placing tree swallow nest boxes around Juneau. Tree
swallows populations are decreasing throughout North America and Alaskan scientists are
interested in finding out how our population is doing in our state.
Last year we were a little late in getting nest boxes up around town. So for 2016, we were trying to
get most of the boxes in place before April 15. That is the earliest date that tree swallows have
appeared in the eBird data for Juneau.
This year we again had help from a class at the Juneau Youth services to put up 8 nest boxes at
Sunny Point. With help from volunteers Patricia Wherry, Shirley Carlson, and Ron Berg we put up 6
nest boxes on the Mendenhall State Game refuge at Fish Creek meadows on North Douglas. Chip
McMillan and family helped put up 6 boxes at the Community Garden, and Helen Unruh helped with
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6 boxes at Kingfisher Pond in Lemon creek. At the Pioneer Marsh Shirley Carlson and Kari Monagle
helped to remove 5 of the old 2005 nest boxes and put up 2 new ones for a total of 8 boxes. After
some discussion and advice, the community garden boxes were resituated by Gwen Baluss and the
last 3 boxes were again placed in the meadow near the Brotherhood Bridge trail.
If anyone has time to collect information on tree swallow activity at Pioneer Marsh or Brotherhood
Bridge, please let me know. We need someone to check the location at least once a week. This year
we are not banding any chicks, so we just want to learn when the swallows arrive, if they use any of
our boxes, and the possibility of estimating number of chicks. We do not touch the nest boxes any
time from now until the birds leave in early August. Just send me a note at: at-large_b@juneauaudubon-sociey.org if you can volunteer. Photo by Helen Unruh at Kingfisher pond.

Support Youth Birders, Cornell and JAS for Global BIG DAY
Rain or shine, seven young Juneau
birders are taking on the Global Big Day
(GBD), May 14. Owen Squires, Cody
and Jessica Millisaps, Leif and Wesley
Torgenson, Bruno Malecha, and Kyle
Farley-Robinson will be representing our
community as the Alaska’s Southeast
Sandpipers team. For the first time, a
group of Juneau’s youth has decided to
join forces and dedicate their time and
efforts to support our local Audubon
chapter and Cornell’s Lab of
Ornithology. The group will rise early on
May 14th, scour our local hotspots, bays,
and backyards and bird all day--then

Jessica, Cody and Owen on recent JAS cruise to Berners Bay
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submit their sightings to the GBD event through eBird. Juneau will be on the map for the GBD event,
thanks to these seven enthusiastic southeast sandpipers! You can encourage their efforts, cheer them on,
and be a part of Juneau’s team through a financial pledge. The team has a lofty goal of 100 pledges to
commemorate this year’s centennial anniversary of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The ideal pledge is $1
per bird species yet any pledge is greatly appreciated. Pledges obtained by the individual team’s members
will be pooled into one, and then distributed equally to our local Audubon chapter and Cornell. Be a part
of Juneau’s next generation of up and coming birders, and reward them and their determination while
assisting two important conservation and educational organizations.

To pledge: Email squiresfamily@gci.net and indicate your pledge amount by May 14.
Meet one of the Youth Big Day Birders: Jessica Millsaps By Gwen Baluss
Last year I was banding birds at the International Migratory Bird Day
event. A quiet middle-school aged girl approached the table and said
that she wanted to volunteer for me. I told her that she’d need an adult
to work with her, but that I was still looking for help with a
hummingbird project. I didn’t know if I’d see her after that, but she
seemed quite serious. Jessica did in fact volunteer, along with her
Grandpa Slim, and they became a key part of the project. She has an
amazing amount of patience and focus, even in the rain or clouds of
biting insects. I also learned that Jessica, along with her whole family,
regularly watches birds, and contributes observations to eBird. The
latter means learning to carefully document and photograph birds.
Jessica releases a hummingbird after it Along with her brother Cody she’s been taking a photography class
was banded at the Jensen-Olson
and getting even better bird shots. What’s more, they’ve had some
Arboretum
unusual sightings. A notable bird was a female Rose-breasted
Grosbeak that showed up in their yard last fall. Few records of the species exist for Juneau. Jessica
identified it correctly right away, but it took many experienced birders- some even came in from
other parts of the state to see it -- a significant amount of deliberation verifying that it was probably
not Black-headed Grosbeak. Another interesting observation last fall was of two White-throated
Sparrows, quite unusual in Juneau. Jessica knew that there were two individuals because one was a
tan -striped morph and the other a white-striped. However, one of the birds was unfortunately
eaten by a Northern Pygmy-owl. It did make for an interesting eBird report though! “Suddenly a
northern Pygmy owl fell out of the sky like a rock and took the poor WTS for dinner!” Cody, she said later, got
photos of the owl.

Reprint of A JUNEAU BIG DAY FOR BIRDS
“BIG DAY” MAY 12, 2000 By Paul Suchanek “
Birders often enjoy keeping lists of the species they see - there can be life lists, state lists, county lists,
annual lists, and even yard lists. One of the interesting lists is a Big Day list where one tries to see how many
bird species they can see in 24 hours. In most of the lower 48 states, finding and identifying 100 bird species
in a day (a Century Run) makes for a long day but often isn't that tough. Record Big Days in most states are
well over 100 with some over 200 species (the world record of nearly 350 was set in Kenya). Based on
conversations with area birders, a Big Day total of 100 species had not been achieved in the Juneau area but
has been done elsewhere in Alaska (Anchorage to Homer drives or Anchorage to Nome via jet). The record
one-day species count in Alaska without using aircraft is 110 species for the Anchorage to Homer run.
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There are a number of factors which comprise important components of a Big Day attempt - the right
time of year is important, the right kind of weather - calm seas and little or no precipitation, and a good
fallout of birds is also important. One also has to have the time to do it - you basically don't have time for
much else during a 24-hour period. You also need to plan to visit a variety of habitats and areas; as any
birder knows, the birds aren't just randomly distributed over the landscape. And don't forget - it also helps to
be able to readily identify all the species one is likely to run into - especially by call. A good spotting scope is
also essential in Juneau. In general, the middle of May generally provides peak bird species diversity in
Juneau.
There haven't been a lot of Big Day attempts in Juneau because one has to be a little crazy to do it. In my
3 previous Juneau Big Day attempts, I had never cracked the 100 species barrier (92 species on May 10,
1999; 90 species on May 15, 1999; and 95 species on May 5, 2000). In several past attempts, I had started at
Outer Point and worked back along the road system to the Mendenhall Valley. On May 12, 2000, I decided
to start at the northern end of the Juneau road system and work back toward town to try to obtain my goal of
100 species in 1 day. I didn't do a whole lot of planning for my Big Day attempt; I basically planned to bird
all day and hope that the list at the end of the day was extensive.
I started the day at 4:00 AM at the Point Bridget State Park trailhead on May 12 - a singing Lincoln's
sparrow became species #1. It was just getting light at this time, although the sun would not actually shine
over the mountains to the south until 6:30 AM. This area is probably my favorite birding spot in Juneau as
the meadows, creek bottom, estuary, and forests provide a high diversity of habitats, and just about any bird
found on the road system is possible. A good variety of warblers, sparrows, thrushes, shorebirds, ducks, and
seabirds were all located. Usually this area provides several raptor species which one is very lucky to find
elsewhere on the road system, although today only a few bald eagles and northern harriers were moving
about. I left Point Bridget at 9:00 AM (5 hours later) with a total of 74 species (#50 was northern shoveler).
I hadn't really found anything too unusual, although a killdeer and an olive-sided flycatcher were nice
additions to the list. I knew sleuthing out an additional 26 species would be a lot tougher, although I knew
my shorebird list would grow a lot more (only 10 species to this point).
I next stopped at the bluffs just past Aldersheim Lodge where one can see the reefs on the north end of
Benjamin Island. Here, with a very good spotting scope, one can often see a black oystercatcher or two on
these reefs and I was not disappointed. There also were a number of red-throated loons on the ocean there
(probably the most I've ever seen in Juneau). I also lucked into a singing fox sparrow and also got a look at a
golden-crowned sparrow.
Moving on to Eagle Beach, I first spied a large flock of red-necked phalaropes about 400 yards offshore
- this species was probably the best find of the day and totally unexpected. Also at the beach was a small
flock of redheads - also a nice find and close enough to get some very good looks at the elegant looking
males. As the tide was just starting to go out here (it was about Y2 hour past the high of 13.6 feet), I decided
to hightail it for the Mendenhall Wetlands in order to get there before the tide got out too far (it's a lot closer
walk to the shorebirds if the tide forces them in).
The Mendenhall Wetlands are undoubtedly the best spot for shorebirds and waterfowl on the Juneau
road system, and no Big Day attempt would be complete without a visit. After a % mile walk to the
Mendenhall River mouth off the end of Radcliffe road, I found a couple of good waterfowl species - snow
goose and gadwall. I then began racking up a number of shorebird species including red knot, whimbrel,
semipalmated sandpiper, and Baird's sandpiper. Caspian terns are often not that common so it was also good
to note this species. I was having a great time as I left the parking lot with 92 species tallied.
I next drove out to the Moraine Trail parking lot at the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor's Center to visit the
glacier forelands habitats available in this area - especially Norton Lake, a productive area for some unusual
species. I first spied a solitary sandpiper and a dipper along a beaver pond not far from the parking lot and
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saw my first swallow species (violet-green) along Mendenhall Lake. At Norton Lake, I added hooded
merganser, lesser scaup, ring-necked duck, and rusty blackbird (#99) to my list.
Only needing 1 species to achieve my goal, I then drove to the Community Gardens in hope that
I'd run into a few more swallows. My goal was achieved when a small flock of tree swallows was found
winging over the small pond there making species #100 for the day; I glanced at my watch and it read
2:00 PM. As a bonus, I then heard a red-breasted nuthatch in the spruce trees above.
At this point I was tired but knew 2 more species were readily achievable - the starling and rock
dove. I sure didn't want to waste much time looking for these exotics. If you're serious about a Big Day
list, however, a starling counts as much on the list at the end of the day as a peregrine falcon (although is a
lot less memorable). I also knew that pigeons can be very tough to find during the middle of the day. I
cannot remember how much time I spent looking for starlings (#102) and rock doves (#103), about all I
know is that I did find both species (probably at Salmon Creek and downtown).
Since I now had achieved my goal I headed home out the North Douglas Highway; along the way
a merlin (#104) unexpectedly flew across the road above my car. After recuperating for a bit at my house
and feeling I had been on a bit of a roll, I decided that I might try to add a species or two to my list out at
Fish Creek so I headed out there. I didn't see anything new along the trail but a large flock of shorebirds
out on the flats caught my eye. After careful study, I found a few rock sandpipers (#105) and black
turnstones (# 106) mixed in with a large flock of surfbirds and ruddy turnstones. Pleased with my success,
I called it a day - I believe it was about 5:00 PM, although by this time my note taking of extraneous
details had become non-existent. I estimate that I walked about 6 miles at Point Bridget, 3 miles at
Mendenhall Wetlands, 3 miles at Dredge Lakes, and another 1 mile at Fish Creek for a grand total of
about 13 miles hiked. I also drove perhaps 120 miles and spent a total of about 12 hours birding. In
aggregate, waterfowl (24 species) and shorebirds (22 species) made up nearly half my list.
Given my lack of any real planning, I think that the 106 species total wouldn't be that hard to break
- especially with a staked out owl or two along with a few other rarities. My big misses for the day
included greater yellowlegs and barn swallow. In most normal years, one or both species of crossbills
would also be added to a Big Day list. I also often expect to find something rare on any given day of
birding in the spring. I believe 120 species in a day on the Juneau road system is possible with a few
stakeouts, a heavy migration fallout, a well thought out plan, and some high-energy individuals.

Pacific Flyway Ambassadors
2016 marks the Centennial of the first Migratory Bird Treaty, the cornerstone of international joint
efforts to conserve birds that migrate across the United States and neighboring countries. A total of
four Migratory Bird Treaties have been signed and they have collectively facilitated a long,
successful history of conserving, protecting and managing migratory bird populations and their
habitats in the United States, Canada, Mexico, Japan and Russia.
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, together with a collection of federal, NGO and
international partners, will draw attention this spring to the incredible journey of migrating birds.
Two young bird novices are embarking on a one-of-a-kind epic road trip up the Pacific Flyway from
southern California to Alaska, using modern storytelling tools and techniques to engage new and
diverse communities.
These ambassadors of birds will invite others to follow their journey through blogs and social media
posts as they migrate up the Pacific coast. Their inspiration will be the landscapes and people of
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National Wildlife Refuges, National Parks and other wildlife hot spots, as well as Urban Bird Treaty
Cities and other large communities. Through fun and dynamic storytelling the ambassadors will
highlight extraordinary bird facts, threats and challenges birds face across urban and rural
landscapes, and innovations of thought and design that are contributing to a brighter future for
birds. Enriching the journey will be a parade of wildlife experts, bird enthusiasts and everyday
people sharing their insights, feelings, and perspectives about birds both locally and globally. By
engaging a variety of perspectives and knowledge, the ambassadors will paint a picture of our
collective understanding and appreciation of birds and emphasize opportunities to make a
difference.
The focus on connecting new and diverse audiences is critical to the Service’s goal of establishing
public relevance for the mission-based work of the agency and its partners in conservation.
Here in Juneau our Ambassadors Jean Carlos Rodrigues-Ramos and Christian M. McWilliams arrived
just in time to have an informal chat with the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center Staff and help put
up the Tern nesting signs at the glacier. Then they came on our Berners Bay cruise and talked about
the places and events they have been having since leaving San Diego CA on March 3. They have
visited many federal parks and refuges plus state parks and areas. Next on the agenda here in
Juneau was a discussion with the audience who attended the free movie The Messenger at Gold
Town Theater on May 2. Next on their trip is Homer, Anchorage, Denali, and Fairbanks. If you are
interested in their adventures check it out on birdtrippers.com or Facebook.

Christian and Jean take a selfie at Mendenhall glacier (the
first glacier for both!) and the Arctic Tern Sign crew Jean,
Christian, Melanie Roed, Gwen Baluss, Amyu Sherwin
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WEB OPPORTUNITIES
eBird Global tools for birders, critical data for science Record the
birds you see, Keep track of your bird lists, Explore dynamic maps and
graphs, Share your sightings and join the eBird community, Contribute
to science and conservation. http://ebird.org/content/ebird/

***

Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird and other wildlife
photographs that are free to use for educational and conservation
purposes – www.naturebob.com
SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY
Sub-regional Compilers: Steven C. Heinl and Andrew W. Piston
This publication has wonderful bird photos and information. You can view it on our web
page at http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html
************************
For more bird information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see more
information: http://www.aba.org/nab< http://www.aba.org/nab> .
Visit Bird Studies Canada to learn more about birds in our nearest neighbor’s territory. A
great story on tracking birds from South America through the US and northern Canada
can be found at http://www.birdscanada.org/research/motus/
Visit Cornell University Lab of Ornithology for great stories on a new species of
hummingbird, mystery sounds from birds, bird quizzes, and more at
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478
Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators
President: Gwen Baluss 523-2895
president@juneau-audubon-society.org
Vice-President: Josh Peters
vice-president@juneau-audubon-iety.org
Secretary: Amy Sherwin
secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org
Treasurer: Patty Rose
treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org
Programs: Ozgur Didrickson
programs@juneau-audubon-society.org
Membership: Jane Ginter
membership@juneau-audubon-society.org
Education: Patricia Wherry
education@juneau-audubon-society.org
Conservation: Amanda Pilley
conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org
Field Trips: Jason Colon
field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org
Raven Editor: Mary Lou King, 789-7540
raven@juneau-audubon-society.org
At-large: Doug Jones
at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org
At-large: Brenda Wright 789-4656
at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org
Public Market: Mary McCafferty
public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org
Web Master: George Utermohle
webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org
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Too much mail from the National Audubon Society? You can ask to be taken off the mass
mailing list: Email Customer Service audubon@emailcustomerservice.com or call 1-800272-4201 Opting out of extra mailings will not stop magazine subscription.
The easiest way to become a member of National Audubon Society is to do so online.
https://www.audubon. Org/membership
National Audubon Society Membership Application
For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please
mail this form to: National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL
32142-6714
You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter
newsletter The Raven. $20 Basic renewal___
Name_______________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________
Telephone number_______________________
____My check for $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me C3ZA510Z A51
Local Audubon Society Membership Application
If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above and
send $10 (1-year membership) to: Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box 21725,
Juneau, AK 99802. You will receive the Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.
***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of US mail to save paper, time, money
and view photos in color. To request this option email: membership@juneau-audubonsociety.org
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