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The Raven 
The mission of Juneau Audubon Society is to conserve the 

natural ecosystems of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, 

other wildlife and their habitats for the benefit and enjoyment 

of current and future generations. 
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Berners Bay Cruise 2013 by Doug Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL MEETING  --Thursday, March 10, University of Alaska SE - Recreation 

Center,  Room 116   7 p.m.—8 p.m. 

Local naturalist, captain and wildlife photographer Joshua 

Peters will present Southern Resident Whales & the Effect 

of Damming Washington and Oregon Rivers as the March 

Audubon public program. He will talk about damming’s 

effects on 

habitat, breeding, life-expectancy 

and social bonding.  Joshua’s first-

hand knowledge, along with his 

engaging personal style, promises 

an informative and enjoyable 

evening. You won’t want to miss 

this and neither will your friends.  

Please join us and bring your 

questions and insights! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Juneau Audubon Society bird walks begin on April 16!  The April Raven newsletter will 

have the places, times, and leaders for each event from April 16 through mid-June.  Come join us and 

explore our wonderful birding opportunities in Juneau. 

Berners Bay cruises dates for 2016 are April 30 and May 7.  Tickets will go on sale in April. This 

year we have something new and exciting for you to choose.  On April 30 we will have an Allen Marine 

whale watching boat for our 4 hour trip from Statter Harbor to Berners Bay.  As usual, we will have 

naturalists on board to enhance our trip to the wildlife extravaganza in our own backyard.  Something is 

new and different for May 7.  Gastineau Guiding Company has allowed us to utilize five of their whale 

watching boats!  Each boat can hold 20 passengers and we will have a naturalist on board each 

boat.  Although the boats are smaller, they are very fast, the captains are knowledgeable of our local area, 

and give a whole new perspective on our giant neighbors from sea level view points.  It will be a 4 hour 

trip just as usual.  The smaller boats do have a restroom.  We hope you can join us in 2016 for a fun and 

exciting trip to Berners Bay. 

http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/
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Photos by Kari Monagle  

Winter Birding by Brenda Wright 

 
Are you tired of not having enough snow to 

ski?  Then why not come out winter birding 

with us?  We are a group of people that 

don’t have winter jobs or are just available 

to go birding on Friday mornings every 

week.  Of course the weather always 

cooperates and we have sunshine and calm 

to view our winter birds (NOT!). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But if you would like to try to do a little winter birding 

with a few folks, please contact Brenda at at-

large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org or call 321-4739. 

 

We meet at 10 a.m. at some location on the Juneau road 

system.  If you want to join, just send an e-mail and I’ll 

add you to the list. 

 

This past Friday we went to the Rainforest Trail on 

North Douglas.  We got 16 bird species (including over 

600 Surf Scoters!), sunshine, and 2 whales! 

Come join the fun. 

 

 

 

 

Pick, Click, Give -- Hello all Alaskan residents, it’s time for applications for the 2016 

Permanent Fund Dividend. That means it’s also time for people to be able to share some of their 

dividend with charitable organizations.  Juneau Audubon Society is a non-profit organization 

that qualifies for Pick, Click, Give.  Please consider supporting your local chapter.  Our mission 

is to conserve the natural ecosystems of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and 

their habitats for the benefit and enjoyment of current and future generations. We appreciate your 

support. 

PACIFIC SEABIRD SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Gus van Vliet received a Special Achievement Award on February 13, 2016 at the 43rd 

Annual Meeting of the Pacific Seabird Group at Oahu, Hawaii, "in recognition of pioneering 

contributions for the conservation of Kittlitz's and Marbled Murrelets in Alaska". 

 

mailto:at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org
mailto:at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org
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Dear bird naturalists/trip leaders/enthusiastic birders,    
 I hope you will volunteer to lead one (or more!) of the Juneau Audubon Society's bird 
walks or Berners Bay cruises this year.  We sincerely appreciate the time and effort you spend 
to make these events successful.  You are doing the important work of educating the Juneau 
community and cultivating its interest in birding, and for that we thank you.  
 The link below should take you to a Google Doc that contains a proposed field trip 
schedule for 2016.  Please write your name next to dates and events you would be willing to 
lead or assist with.  Dates are firm, but feel free to suggest an alternate location if you are 
interested in a date, but would prefer to go somewhere else.  And of course, the Berner's Bay 
cruises are firm.  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OYtJA5PGcBpxGitoBj8_S3srwBD-
QFQzaeQaKPyuRKM/edit?usp=sharing 
 As the document begins to fill up, please consider taking a date that no one else has 
volunteered for, as we will need to fill all the spots this year.  If you have any questions or 
problems with the Google Doc, let me know.   
Thank you very much,  
Jason Colon  Juneau Audubon Society Field Trip Coordinator 

  

ALASKA BIRD FESTIVALS 

Alaska Hummingbird Festival - Ketchikan, Alaska    April 2016 

Copper River Delta Shorebird Festival - Cordova, AK    May 5 - 8, 2016 

Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival - Homer, AK    May 12 - 15, 2016 

Kenai Birding Festival - Kenai, AK    May 19 - 22, 2016 

Alaska Bald Eagle Festival - Haines, AK    November 14-20, 2016                                                            

Stikine River Birding Festival - Wrangell, AK    April 28 - May 8, 2016 

The Sixth Annual Yakutat Tern Festival is scheduled for June 2-5, 2016.  The festival is a 

celebration of the natural and cultural resources of Yakutat, Alaska.  Yakutat hosts one of the 

largest and southern most known nesting colonies of Aleutian Terns, as well as Arctic Terns 

and up to 200 other bird species that nest in or migrate through the area.  The festival is family 

friendly and offers activities for birders as well as non-birders, including field trips, seminars, 

kid’s activities, evening banquets and other programs, bird banding demonstration, and an art 
exhibit.  

Other area activities include sight-seeing, hiking, fishing, surfing, canoeing and kayaking, 

wildlife viewing, and beach-combing.  Please see www.yakutatternfestival.org, visit us on 

Facebook, or call (907) 784-3359 for more information. 

JUNEAU BIRD REPORT  To see the reports of the latest birds seen in the Juneau Area 

and around Southeast, go to:  Eaglechat@yahoogroups.com. An especially interesting bird 

being observed for the last couple of months, is a Snow Goose that hangs out with a group of 

about 40 local Canada Geese in the Sunny Point Area.  Two Long-billed Dowitzers are being 

observed around the airport, maybe the first to be seen here during the winter. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OYtJA5PGcBpxGitoBj8_S3srwBD-QFQzaeQaKPyuRKM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OYtJA5PGcBpxGitoBj8_S3srwBD-QFQzaeQaKPyuRKM/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.yakutatternfestival.org/
mailto:Eaglechat@yahoogroups.com
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"Don't forget to stop by the Juneau 

Arts & Culture Center this Friday to 

see Patti Hutchens Jouppi's Feathered 

Feats, an exhibit of her artwork 

highlighting migratory birds. The 

opening reception is at 4:30pm on 

Friday, March 4th. The exhibit will be 

available to view until March 28th. For 

more information, 

visit http://www.jahc.org/jahc-gallery." 

By Jason Colon 

 

 

 

 

The Sad Fate of Great Ideas  By Gwen Baluss 

I come up with ideas all the time. I literally dream them up, after sleeping on things I hear from 

friends or read on our great collective brain, the internet. And I wake up ready to transform the 

entire trajectory of Western civilization, or at least, my town; then, after some consideration, 

perhaps some corner of my weed-infested back yard. But about the time I’ve finished my second 

cup of tea something happens to derail the Great Transformation.  It’s usually something like - 

the discovery of a big pile of laundry.  I lack lots of things: focus, perhaps laundry detergent… 

but never run out of ideas.  

I bet you have lots of great ones too. And yet, if you’ve ever been involved in a non-profit, or 

really any kind of organization, you know this scene. You are talking about your work, maybe 

even something that you managed, against all odds, to get done. And then someone comes up, 

very excited, and says, “You should really be doing X”. And then skips off, whistling a tune, 

leaving you standing there to contemplate your disappointment at not having a prayer of ever 

accomplishing X on your own. 

And so, as a nonprofit board member, I tend to glaze over most ideas. It’s not that they we don’t 

want a little window out of our box every now and then– we do – it’s just that we are keeping 

pretty busy with last month’s or last year’s Big Ideas. 

http://www.jahc.org/jahc-gallery
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The magic happens when somebody says “Here’s my idea-- and this is how I can help”. This 

transforms the non- profit from a mediocre provider of services to a powerful way for like-

minded individuals to accomplish things together.  

That’s what happened recently when Sudie Hargis wrote with interest about having a showing of 

The Messenger, a movie about songbird habitat restoration. She was ready to help make it 

happen.   Brenda Wright jumped on the idea and soon the movie idea snowballed into part of 

International Migratory Bird Day/ 100
th

 anniversary of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act celebration 

that will be held in May.   

A few months ago I had received a pitch about the movie in an email, and thought “neat”, as I 

quickly forgot it and moved on to deal with the rest of the approximately 30 emails that I get 

every single day. Now, I’m really excited about having the film come to Juneau. And, whoever 

sits next to me in the theatre, could leave inspired, perhaps even empowered, and also, probably, 

will be thankful that I managed to put on some clean-smelling clothes that evening.  

 

March 1, starts the Great American Arctic Birding Challenge!   

Birds that breed in the Arctic have ranges that reach all 50 states and 6 

continents. Teams of up to 6 birders have from March 1 to June 1 to find as 
many birds as possible on the official Arctic Birding Challenge Checklist. There 
are prizes for first, second, and third place teams in both the Alaska and Lower 

48 divisions. 

Try to beat the Arctic Birding Challenge’s high counts: 153 species in Alaska or 

142 species in the Lower 48! 

For contest rules and the official Arctic Birding Challenge checklist, visit the 

Audubon Alaska website.  

  

  

 

    

  

    

Audubon Alaska  

From the icy, bountiful waters of the 
Arctic Ocean to the misty, salmon-
rich rainforests of the Tongass 
National Forest, Audubon Alaska 
works to conserve the specta... 

 View on 
www.AudubonAlaska...  

Preview by 
Yahoo 

   

Beth Peluso,Audubon Alaska 

http://www.audubonalaska.org./
http://www.audubonalaska.org./
http://www.audubonalaska.org./
http://www.audubonalaska.org./
http://www.audubonalaska.org./
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Eagle Feather Collection Permits EXPIRES March 31, 2016! 
 

Hello all volunteers that collect eagle feathers on the Juneau Audubon Society US Fish & 

Wildlife Service permit. Our permit expires on March 31 this year.  We have already applied for 

a new permit, but it has not yet arrived. Please turn in any eagle feathers you have collected to 

Brenda Wright before March 31!  The new permit has just arrived, it will be available by e-mail 

and paper from Brenda.  Each of our permits is good for three years.   

Thanks to all that have helped with our contributions.  We shipped 626 feathers last year. 

 

“Wild Life” By Prill (Isleib) Mollick (A Juneau resident and birdwatcher before moving to 

Smoky Mountains, TN) 

 One night at 9:00 in early February, we heard the barking of a neighborhood dog just outside 

our window.  It was obviously barking and chasing something on to our deck. 

Our sleeping cat was instantly on alert.  (Later it took her a while to settle down again) 

My husband Joe, turned on the deck light and looked out.   By the few seconds it took for him to 

get up, walk over to the light switch, and turn on the outside light, the dog had stopped barking 

and had left the deck.  There was nothing to see on the deck.  All was silent again. 

But……….we smelled what it was that the dog had been chasing.  SKUNK 

We can only imagine that the skunk must have sprayed the dog when it cornered the skunk on 

our deck.  Next morning Joe carefully checked the deck - nothing around. 

 

Later when I let the cat out on the deck, she smelled something strange in the air.  Her tail 

instantly became quite puffed up as she slowly slinked around looking for what might have 

caused that odd smell. 

There was nothing to find.  However the “fragrance” did linger for a couple days. 

 

That is our wildlife report. 

No bear yet…. 

 
BIRDS HITTING WINDOWS 

Up to 988 million birds are killed each year in the United States when they hit 

windows, making this threat one of the most costly to bird populations. Migratory birds and 

backyard birds are among the most common victims, including declining species like White-

throated Sparrow, Wood Thrush, Painted Bunting, Golden-winged Warbler, and Anna's 

and Ruby-throated Hummingbird. 

 

Now, after six years of research, our Glass Collisions Programpresents a comprehensive resource 

to help stop birds hitting windows:  Proven products for existing and new windows, for every 

size and shape imaginable, and for every budget. Each of these products has been shown to 

significantly reduce bird collisions. (http://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/) 

http://abcbirds.org/article/up-to-one-billion-birds-may-be-killed-annually-in-building-collisions-new-study-says/
http://abcbirds.org/threat/bird-strikes/
http://abcbirds.org/bird/wood-thrush/
http://abcbirds.org/bird/golden-winged-warbler/
http://abcbirds.org/bird/ruby-throated-hummingbird/
http://abcbirds.org/program/glass-collisions/
http://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/
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WEB OPPORTUNITIES 

eBird  Global tools for birders, critical data for science  Record the birds you see, 

Keep track of your bird lists, Explore dynamic maps and graphs, Share your 
sightings and join the eBird community, Contribute to science and conservation.  
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/ 

***  Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird and other wildlife photographs that are 

free to use for educational and conservation purposes – www.naturebob.com 

SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY  

Sub-regional Compilers:  Steven C. Heinl and Andrew W. Piston 

This publication has wonderful bird photos and information. You can view it on our web page at 
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html  

************************ 

For more bird information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see more information: 
http://www.aba.org/nab< http://www.aba.org/nab> .   

Visit Bird Studies Canada to learn more about birds in our nearest neighbor’s territory.  A great story on 
tracking birds from South America through the US and northern Canada can be found at 
http://www.birdscanada.org/research/motus/  

Visit Cornell University Lab of Ornithology for great stories on a new species of hummingbird, mystery 
sounds from birds, bird quizzes, and more at http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478 

 

Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators 
President: Gwen Baluss  523-2895  president@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Vice-President: Josh Peters  vice-president@juneau-audubon-iety.org 
Secretary:  Amy Sherwin   secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Treasurer:  Patty Rose  treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org        
Programs: Ozgur Didrickson   programs@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Membership: Jane Ginter     membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Education: Patricia Wherry      education@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Conservation:        conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Field Trips: Jason Colon    field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Raven Editor: Mary Lou King, 789-7540    raven@juneau-audubon-society.org 
At-large: Doug Jones                                at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org   
At-large: Brenda Wright  789-4656     at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Public Market: Mary McCafferty   public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org                 
Web Master:   George Utermohle                           webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org 

National Audubon Society? You can ask to be taken off the mass mailing list: Email Customer Service 
audubon@emailcustomerservice.com or call 1-800-272-4201  Opting out of extra mailings will not stop 
magazine subscription.  

http://ebird.org/content/ebird/
http://www.naturebob.com/
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html
http://www.aba.org/nab
http://www.aba.org/nab
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478
mailto:public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org
mailto:webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org
mailto:audubon@emailcustomerservice.com
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***In National Audubon’s continuing efforts to improve the level of service we 
provide, Audubon supporters are telling us we need to make changes to improve the clarity 
and consistency of our membership offers.  Effective immediately, all annual memberships to 
the National Audubon Society will be $20. 

National Audubon Society Membership Application 

For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please mail this form 
to:  National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6714  

You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.  
$20 Basic renewal___ 

Name_______________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________ 

Telephone number_______________________ 

____My check for  $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me C3ZA510Z  A51 

      Local Audubon Society Membership Application 

If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above and send $10 (1-year 
membership) to:  Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box 21725, Juneau, AK 99802.  You will receive 
the Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.  

***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of US mail to save paper, time, money and view photos in 
color. To request this option email:  membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


