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GENERAL MEETING --Thursday, October 8, UAS - Recreation Center
Room 116 -- 7pm-8pm
Free Public Presentation -- Audubon's first general public meeting after the
summer break, will feature photos from all those interested in sharing photos and
or videos from this past year.

King Eider in Douglas

Annual Election of Officers –Election! Juneau Audubon Society will elect
officers in conjunction with this October public meeting. Our four officers serve a
term of one year; so all officers need to be elected each year. Nominations from the
floor at the annual meeting are accepted for all positions. At this writing, the
candidates for 2015-2016 are Gwen Baluss for president, Josh Peters for vicepresident, no one for treasurer, and Amy Sherwin for secretary. Please contact any
of the officers or board members if you would like to be on the ballot as a
candidate for any of the officer positions. We really do need to have someone
willing to serve as treasurer, as it is an important position. Anyone wanting to
know more about this position please contact Gwen president@juneau-audubonsociety.org. Also, if anyone is interested in joining our board in one of our non-

officer positions, we need help, as we currently have a vacant committee chair for
field trips, programs, and conservation. The conservation chair position is
especially crucial and needs someone to help the chapter focus and respond to
important environmental issues as they arise.

OWEN’S BIG DAY RESULTS
Recently local youth birder Owen Squires made a big splash by being the first to ID the now
famous Hooded Oriole that showed up in Juneau this month. However, last spring Owen was
already making news with Audubon by doing a Big Day and gathering pledges to support JAS
and Cornell Lab of Ornithology. The results? A busy day of birding and almost a thousand
dollars raised for bird conservation charities. Way to go Owen!! And a big Thanks to all who
supported the effort with their pledges.
Barefoot birders. Owen Squires (Right)
hands over the big day check to board
members (Left to Right) Amy Courtney,
Jane Ginter and Gwen Baluss.

The Big Day by Owen Squires
Thank you for supporting my cause on
Migratory Bird Day (May 9) for the
conservation of birds.
My goal was to raise money for Cornell's
Lab Of Ornithology and my local
Audubon chapter. Because of your
support, I raised over $650 total, to be
split between the two organizations.
I was hoping to see at least 50 bird
species. I exceeded that and identified 67 species during the day. My one rule was that I had
to see the birds for five seconds, not just a fly by or by sound.
My favorite sighting was a pair of Merlins together, one feasting on a sandpiper. The bird that
eluded me was a Steller’s Jay. Some other easy birds missed were a Kingfisher, and a Redwinged Blackbird.
I added three new species to my life list during the day (Dunlin, Long Billed Dowitcher, and a
Redhead duck). I got skunked at one of Juneau's birding hotspots, Eagle Beach, due to torrential
downpour, but the last hike of the day made up for it with a pair of Mountain Bluebirds in the
afternoon sun. I birded for roughly 12 hours with an hour lunch break, and massive weather
changes and delays. I saw the first 50 birds with in the first six hours, but had to work hard for
the last remaining birds. In all it was a great Big Day. Again, thank you for your contribution.

The Rewards of a Field Day by President Gwen Baluss
We only sense a small fraction of what’s around us. According to NASA, 95% of the universe
could be dark matter that barely even interacts with, let alone can be sensed by, the type of
matter we are. Animals all around us are constantly seeing ultraviolet colors, hearing subsonic
sounds, and smelling a complexity of molecules that we cannot even imagine. We stand on the
thin skin of a large and deep planet whose movements below our own feet we don’t understand.
That’s why on what seems like a mundane and gray day, it can be real thrill to get just a small
peek at the hidden mysteries that we actually can sense, if we know where to probe.
This is what I love about field trips, like our recent jaunt for fungus. Mushrooms carry a
mystique, as it is believed that each cap in our imagination carries the possibility of an expensive
delicacy, a poisoner, or the bearer of a psychedelic trip to the underworld. Putting all these hopes
or fears aside, it’s quite a surprise when a cornucopia of different mushrooms suddenly emerges,
colorful and vibrant, in what a few days before seemed like a drab patch of forest. And to think
that underneath, the tiny threads of mycelia that conspired to send these fruits out may have
spread their tendrils throughout acres and acres of soil; they may have waited down there for
years-- decades even.
And so it is with birds as well. Learn a few new birdsongs and suddenly one spring day a
familiar neighborhood is transformed, a habitat for the cheerful aliens in the bushes. I recall
seeing, as an adult, my first kinglet. The tiny gray sprites had probably been within 50 feet of me
in my favorite childhood woods, probably hundreds of times, and I had never so much heard of
their existence, let alone identified one.
Some seek to connect with life’s hidden mysteries via pilgrimages, fasting, meditation; or
perhaps years of intense study of poetry or science or philosophy. Luckily for the rest of us, we
can get a little glimpse of great unknown by heading into thicket for a morning, with a field
guide.

Juneau Bird Report
By Amy Courtney
The first rare bird that Juneau had this past month was a Rose-breasted Grosbeak that
the Jessica Millsaps found on Gene St. in the valley (9/11). It was found by other birders in
various spots throughout the neighborhood till at least 9/20. This species is quite rare in Juneau
(the last record is from 2002).
As rare as the grosbeak was, an even more unexpected find came less than a mile away
on 9/19. Marsha and Owen Squires spotted a male Hooded Oriole happily sipping nectar from
the comfrey in the Community Garden. It is wonderful that the credit for this astonishing find, a
FIRST RECORD FOR ALASKA, goes in part to a 14 year old (Owen)! Over the next three
days, many birders from around the state came to marvel at the oriole, though it seems to have
disappeared after the 22nd. Hooded Orioles normally breed no farther north than northern
California, and this time of year they should be well on their way to Mexico!
This next bird was in Gustavus, not Juneau, but too amazing not to mention. On 9/22, hot
on the heels of the two rarities in Juneau, Emma Johnson and Steve Schaller spotted a striking
Yellow-throated Warbler feeding on insects next to the Glacier Bay NP headquarters building
in Bartlett Cove. This too was a first record for Alaska, and even further out of its normal range

than the Hooded Oriole was! Yellow-throated Warblers breed only as far north as Iowa, and as
far west as central Texas. They usually spend their winters in the extreme southeast of the
country. This fellow was last reported on 9/24.
A big thank you to all the observers who shared their great finds with the rest of the
birding community.

Rose -breasted Grosbeak by Jessica Millsaps

Hooded Oriole by Patty Rose

Yellow-throated Warbler by Nat Drumheller Gustavus
Alaska’s first Yellow-throated Warbler (Setophaga dominica) was discovered at Bartlett Cove
on the morning of 22 September by Glacier Bay National Park interpretation supervisors Emma
Johnson and Steve Schaller. They noticed the bird outside their office window going from a
small spruce tree to the sides of the building for bugs. When they realized this bird was
something unusual, they grabbed a camera and took photos. Good move! Soon others were
admiring the warbler, and Tom VandenBerg got a good video of it. https://youtu.be/hSlbxebA9Ic
The Yellow-throated Warbler remained at Bartlett Cove for three days getting bugs off two
office buildings and from the surrounding trees. It was elusive on the afternoon of the 22 nd, but
was very cooperative throughout the 23rd and 24th. It sometimes gave a unique “chip” call, which
helped locate it. In addition to over a dozen park employees, a few birders from Gustavus saw
the bird, and I am aware of four birders from out of town who came and saw it.
There was some discussion via email (based on photos) about which subspecies the Bartlett Cove
Yellow-throated Warbler was, albilora or dominica. It was clear from Paul Lehman and Peter
Pyle that telling the two apart is problematic and not straightforward. Things are simpler in The
Birds of North America Online account (Hall, McKay, and Patten) where it says there are “no
subspecies, given that geographic variation….is smoothly clinal” and that “variation in
mitochondrial DNA is trivial”.

More interesting to me, was that (from photos) Mr. Pyle identified the Bartlett Cove Yellowthroated Warbler as a first fall, hatch year male. A number of us, myself included, assumed it
was an adult.
Any way you looked at it, it was a beautiful and exciting bird.

Tree Swallow Project Update by Brenda Wright
We have removed all of the tree swallow nest boxes that we had placed around town. The
swallow nest boxes were located in the Mendenhall meadows, Switzer Creek meadows, Sunny
Point, Fish Creek, and North Douglas homes. We inspected all the boxes and found only two
successful nests.
We plan to put out the nest boxes again next year. If you would like to volunteer to place the
nest boxes, do observations, or can suggest new locations where tree swallows are commonly
observed, please contact Brenda at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org. Tree swallow nests are
typically full of bird feathers from many species. The feathers are carefully placed so that the
points will not hurt the nestlings. (Photo by Mary McCafferty).

Saturday Wild Mushroom Walks in September By Brenda Wright
We had two mushroom walks this year in September. Dave Gregovich generously led both
groups into the world of fungus. The walks were held on two different Saturdays to help
accommodate the huge interest in Juneau for mushrooms. We found over 30 different
mushrooms in only 20 minutes of searching. I was pleased to learn two more poisonous species
and one more edible. There are so many mushrooms in our rain forest; it is very easy to learn
more! Thanks to Dave for volunteering his time. (Photos by Brenda Wright)

Jelly and Jam making with Mary Lou King, Mary McCafferty, and Brenda Wright
The Public Market is always held in November in Juneau. Juneau Audubon Society is famous
for its jellies and jams. Mary Lou likes to have about 24 dozen jars of various jellies and jams to
sell for the public market booth. With the help of avid pickers and many helping hands, the jelly
making process is a fun and
gratifying event. Of course, it
takes experience and skill to
make big batches of jams, but it
can also be a lot of fun for
beginners. If you have any spare
jars left over from previous
years, please bring them to the
public meeting on October 8.
We will be happy to reuse them
for this year’s products. (Photos
by Mary McCafferty).

WEB OPPORTUNITIES
eBird Global tools for birders, critical data for science Record the
birds you see, Keep track of your bird lists, Explore dynamic maps
and graphs, Share your sightings and join the eBird community,
Contribute to science and conservation.
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/

***

Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird and other wildlife
photographs that are free to use for educational and conservation
purposes – www.naturebob.com
SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY
Sub-regional Compilers: Steven C. Heinl and Andrew W. Piston
This publication has wonderful bird photos and information. You can view it on our web page
at http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html
************************
For more bird information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see more
information: http://www.aba.org/nab< http://www.aba.org/nab> .

Visit Bird Studies Canada to learn more about birds in our nearest neighbor’s territory. A great story
on tracking birds from South America through the US and northern Canada can be found at
http://www.birdscanada.org/research/motus/
Visit Cornell University Lab of Ornithology for great stories on a new species of hummingbird, mystery
sounds from birds, bird quizzes, and more at http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478

Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators
President: Gwen Baluss
president@juneau-audubon-society.org
Vice-President: Josh Peters
vice-president@juneau-audubon-iety.org
Secretary: Amy Sherwin
secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org
Treasurer: Patty Rose
treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org
Programs: Doug Jones
programs@juneau-audubon-society.org
Membership: Jane Ginter
membership@juneau-audubon-society.org
Education: Patricia Wherry
education@juneau-audubon-society.org
Conservation:
conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org
Field Trips: Amy Clark Courtney
field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org
Raven Editor: Mary Lou King, 789-7540
raven@juneau-audubon-society.org
At-large:
at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org
At-large: Brenda Wright 789-4656
at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org
Public Market:
public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org
Web Master: George Utermohle
webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org

National Audubon Society? You can ask to be taken off the mass mailing list: Email Customer Service
audubon@emailcustomerservice.com or call 1-800-272-4201 Opting out of extra mailings will not stop
magazine subscription.
National Audubon Society Membership Application
For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please mail
this form to: National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6714
You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter
The Raven. $35 Basic renewal___
Name_______________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________
Telephone number_______________________
____My check for $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me C3ZA510Z A51
Local Audubon Society Membership Application
If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above and send $10 (1year membership) to: Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box 21725, Juneau, AK 99802.
You will receive the Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.
***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of US mail to save paper, time, money and view
photos in color. To request this option email: membership@juneau-audubon-society.org

