
 

Thursday April 17th 7pm in the JDHS Commons 
 
The Audubon Society Presents in collaboration with UAS One Campus One Book: 

Dog Days, Raven Nights: Behind the Scenes. John 

and Colleen Marzluff will discuss the fieldwork and methods used in what would 

become the first-ever extensive study of the winter ecology of the Common Raven under 

the tutelage of biologist Bernd Heinrich. 

Remember we are meeting at the downtown high school! 
   

 
BERNERS BAY CRUISES –Tickets on Sale Now at Hearthside Book stores: 

 

April 26 at 8:30 am and May 3 at 8:30 am and 1:30pm  Cruises leave from Statters 

Harbor below DeHart’s.  4-hour cruises, bring a friend and a snack!

The Raven 
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The mission of Juneau Audubon Society is to conserve the 

natural ecosystems of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, 

other wildlife and their habitats for the benefit and 

enjoyment of current and future generations. 

 
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org 



Bird Walks April and May 2014 by Amy C. Courtney 
Juneau Audubon Society will provide leaders and binoculars to borrow.  Birders of all skill 

levels are welcome.  All the walks are free and open to the public.  Remember to dress for the 

weather and no dogs please. 

Date/Time:  Activity/Location: Tide Info: Leader/s: 

April 12    8am-
10am 

 

Fish Creek Delta Lo     1.8 @ 0615 

Hi   15.2 @ 1217 

Amy Courtney 
Laurie Lamm 

 

April 19    8am-
10am  

 1:00 pm Earth Day 

Auke Rec / Pt. Louisa 

Mendenhall Visitor Center 

Hi   17.8 @ 0400 

Lo    -1.5 @1034 

Amy Courtney 

Brenda Wright 

April 26       8:30am 
@Statter Harbor 
(Auke Bay) 

Berners Bay Cruise Lo    -0.2 @ 0544 

Hi   16.1 @ 1153 

Laurie Craig, Mary 
Willson, Brenda 
Wright 

May 3 Two cruises: 
8:30am & 1:30pm 
@ Statter Harbor  

Berners Bay Cruises Hi   16.6 @ 0359 

Lo    -0.5 @ 1031 

A.M. Mary 
Willson, Meg 
Cartwright 

P.M. Brenda 
Wright, Mark 
Schwan 

May 10 

 

Airport Dike Trail and 
Mendenhall Wetlands 

Lo     2.9 @ 0455 

Hi   13.2 @ 1056 

TBA 

May 17 

 

Bird Banding @ Juneau 
Community Gardens 

& Bird Walk @Eagle 
Beach SRA 

Hi   18.8 @ 0303 

Lo    -3.3 @ 0937 

Banding: Gwen 
Baluss 

Bird Walk: 

May 24 

 

Treadwell Trails Lo     1.0 @ 0429 

Hi   14.1 @ 1039 

TBA 

May 31 

 

Moose Lake area Hi   17.2 @ 0259 

Lo    -1.6 @ 0930 

TBA 

June 7 

 

Brotherhood Bridge  

 

Lo     4.1 @ 0305 

Hi   11.8 @ 0903 

Jeff Sauer  

 



President’s Notes by Brenda Wright 

One of the topics in the news in Juneau is placement of towers for cell phone coverage.  
If you have an opinion or would like to have your opinion known, the city will be holding more 
public meetings to discuss the issue.  Check for times and places on the website: 
http://www.juneau.org/cddftp/projects/WirelessPlan/  Some topics already brought to our 
attention are effects on bird migration, bird strike, and the US Fish & Wildlife tower site, 
construction, and design guidelines. 

Spring is in the air as many of our sightings are return migrants.  That also means that it 
is time for our Berners Bay Cruises and the beginning of the guided bird walks.  We hope you 
can join us for all of the events.  One special event is the bird banding at the Community 
Gardens, this year on May 17.  It is exciting for children and adults to get to see some of our 
spring migrants up close and personal! 

One of my favorite sounds of spring is our local red-breasted sapsucker.  He showed up 
two weeks ago at our house.  This bird loves to tap out his territorial knock by pounding on the 
metal collar of the power pole nearest our bedroom window.  I love to hear that first tapping to 
announce his arrival back in the neighborhood.  Then about two weeks later, at 4:30 am in the 
morning, I am wishing his female would show up soon so I can go back to sleep! 

Enjoy the season, go outside and greet the spring!  (Photo by Bob  Armstrong ) 

 

 



 

Juneau Bird Report March 2014 by Amy Courtney 

Spring has sprung! I can officially say that since the American Robins, Varied Thrushes, and 

Red-breasted Sapsuckers have led the invasion into our latitude. Other migrants reported this month 

have been Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Lapland Longspurs, Snow Buntings, Trumpeter Swans, Herring 

Gulls, and a Short-eared Owl. Year-round residents that are suddenly making their presences known 

include Sooty Grouse, hooting up at high elevations, up to two Western Screech-owls in the Gold Creek 

valley, and a Northern-pygmy Owl. I also heard a rumor of a Northern Saw-whet Owl in North 

Douglas. A flock of ten noisy Rusty Blackbirds has recently been reported near the Duck Creek 

Restoration Area, though nearby residents say they have been there most of the winter! 

The four to six Anna’s Hummingbirds around town seem to have officially weathered the entire 

winter. Hopefully a pair will stick around and nest here! 

 

Ketchikan March Bird Report By Andy Piston 

Excitement levels of local birders started to increase during March as a few early migrants 
started to arrive and resident birds increased their singing.  Increased daylight helped cure 
lingering cases of seasonal depression, which also added to the overall increase in excitement 
levels.  Small flocks of American Robins were fairly widespread by the middle of the month, but 
numbers were still relatively low overall through the third week of the month.  Red-breasted 
Sapsuckers became conspicuous beginning in early March and many woodpeckers began 
drumming and calling actively.  A Northern Flicker decided drilling a hole in the side of my 
house was a good springtime activity and likely helped me identify areas of soft wood in need of 
repair.  Herring Gulls and a few California Gulls began arriving in mid-March, followed by the 
first Bonaparte’s Gulls on 23 March.  Bonaparte’s Gull numbers quickly increased and they were 
common by the end of the month.  A few Trumpeter Swans were also observed around 
Ketchikan during the month.  Fox Sparrow numbers remained very low through the month and it 
was hard to tell if any migrants had arrived due to the presence of small numbers of wintering 
birds—often this species is common by late March.  We also failed to find many other species 
that often start trickling in during late March (Rufous Hummingbird, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
Greater Yellowlegs, etc.) and it seems as if things are running late so far this spring.  

Highlights from March included wintering Anna’s Hummingbirds that continued at several 
locations around Ketchikan through late March.  A White-throated Sparrow was observed 
sporadically in the Mountain Point area through the month.  Two American Coots that have been 
regular at Knudsen Cove Marina since at least mid-January seem to be enjoying the company of 
the local feral Mallard colony.  A 22 March hike around the Ketchikan airport perimeter 
produced two Northern Shrikes and a Short-eared Owl.  Short-eared Owls are somewhat rare in 
the Ketchikan area due to the lack of open habitat preferred by this species, but the airport seems 
to attract one or two during migration every year.  As we move into April bird numbers and 
diversity will quickly increase and birder excitement levels will start peaking late in the month. 



 

Figure 1. American Coots and a Mallard at Knudson Cove Marina, 22 March 2014 (photo by Andy 

Piston). 

 

Figure 2. Northern Shrike at the Ketchikan airport 22 March 2014 (photo by Andy Piston). 

Figure 3. American Robins at the Ketchikan airport, 22 March 2014 (photo by Andy Piston). 

Even though spring is in the air by Amy Sherwin 

Even though spring is in the air, winter’s grip still covers the mossy floor and ice grabs 

the rocks along the shoreline.  Even in April, it’s not too late to witness one more remembrance 

of winter.  I think back to the blizzards with strong winds that rip the oldest of trees from their 

roots and turn the surface of salt water into captor’s hands.  Those are my favorite days because 

between the black, white, and gray, if you look for it, there’s a bit of color and sound, signs that 

life still exists as if by magic in an environment of chaos.  I owe this magic to the harlequin duck.  

After all, its scientific name, Histrionicus histrionicus, sounds like what a magician would say.  

It gets its name from Harlequin - a colorfully dressed character in Commedia dell’arte and its 



species name, histrio, is Latin for “actor.”  Like an actor in full costume, the harlequin duck 

looks hand painted in slate blue, having varying white spots and stripes with chestnut coloring.  

It’s also called the Sea mouse because of its mouse-like squeaks.  Like a lit painting in a dark 

room, the harlequin duck is a perfect and welcomed sighting in winter.  During those blizzard 

days when life retreats to cover, I can always count on seeing the harlequin duck, listening to its 

music, and remembering that even in the darkest days there’s always going to be the magic of 

Histrionicus histrionicus. 

 

Using Your Binoculars to Help Birds 

This spring, your adventures in birding can be fun with a purpose! Whether you’re an 
experienced birder or just starting, citizen science is a great way to help answer important 
questions about the birds that flood back to Alaska each spring.  

 

  Rusty Blackbird female     photo by Lloyd Spitalnik 

Rusty Blackbird Spring Migration Blitz 

Where: Statewide, enter sightings on eBird or written data sheets 

When: April 12-May 31 

This is a new project for Audubon Alaska, in partnership with the International Rusty Blackbird 
Working Group and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Rusty Blackbirds, although 



numerous, are declining alarmingly, putting them on the Red List of the Alaska WatchList. The 
causes of decline aren’t well understood, so researchers are scrambling to find out more. Here’s 
where you can help, from anywhere! All you have to do is enter your bird sightings in eBird 
(http://ebird.org/content/ak/) or a written data sheet—especially when you find a Rusty 
Blackbird. If you went out looking them but didn’t see any, that’s useful too. When you login to 
eBird, on the second data entry page, select “Other—Rusty Blackbird Spring Migration 
Blitz” under “Observation Type”.  

Rusty Blackbirds in the Lower 48 are already on the move! For more information about 
participating, Rusty Blackbird identification, or eBird questions please visit Audubon Alaska’s 
website http://ak.audubon.org/rusty-blackbird-spring-migration-blitz 

 

Great Backyard Bird Count Update 

– It was another exciting, record-breaking year for the Great Backyard Bird Count. The final 
2014 GBBC results are in! (http://us2.campaign-
archive1.com/?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=d8812ac265&e=30a969a8b8) Participants 
in 135 countries around the globe submitted more than 144,000 checklists. Canada made a stellar 
contribution with 13,458 checklists. �   The Northern Cardinal appeared on more checklists than 
any other bird, while the Red-winged Blackbird was the most numerous species, with more than 
1.6 million individuals counted. Visit the GBBC website for more count highlights, including 
Top 10 Lists (http://gbbc.birdcount.org/news/top-10-lists/ ). 

 

eBird newsletter:  New Publication from ebird: http://ebird.org/content/ebird/  

If you eBird (count birds for fun), you can enjoy a new eBird newsletter, along with their thanks 
for contributing your bird observations to eBird. eBird wants to keep you posted about new and 
improved features for recording and exploring data; highlights from the eBird community; bird 
trends; and news of how scientists and conservationists are using your data. Check it out! 

Get Ready for Hummingbirds! 
National Audubon is gearing up for the second season of its Hummingbirds at Home citizen 
science program. Updates this year include new types of surveys, improved identification 
functions, and mapping of hummingbird sightings in near real time.  
 
Participants can get involved by spending a few minutes as frequently as they wish to collect 

invaluable data from feeding areas in their communities. Audubon’s Hummingbird at Home app 

makes it fun and easy. There is no cost to participate and using the free mobile app or website 

makes it simple to report sightings and learn more about these remarkable birds. For more 

information visit, http://birds.audubon.org/hummingbirds-home 



                              

 

  
April 4-May 31 Alaska Hummingbird Festival and juried art show 
Ketchikan, Alaska—A month-long series of events and activities in Ketchikan celebrates the 
return of the Rufous hummingbirds to the Tongass National Forest. The Alaska Hummingbird 
Festival and juried art show is an educational and creative arts program to promote awareness of 
the spring migratory birds of Southeast Alaska. The Southeast Alaska Discovery Center is 
located at 50 Main Street in Ketchikan. Artwork will be on display through May 31, 2014. 
Besides the art show, the festival celebration continues through May. Scheduled activities 
include guided bird hikes, Friday night insights, and films. The festival schedule will be posted at 
http://www.alaskacenters.gov/ketchikan.cfm. All programs and activities are free to the public. 
Fee collection begins on Sunday, May 11. 
In conjunction with the Festival, celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Wilderness Act by 
viewing a wilderness film. The Meaning of Wild is showing on Friday, April 25, 2014 and again 
on May 2, 2014. The short film, developed by the Sitka Conservation Society, illustrates the 
beauty and diversity of Tongass National Forest Wilderness Areas. Parts of this film were shot in 
the Misty Fiords National Monument. A traveling art exhibit, Voices of the Wilderness, 
showcasing Alaskan wilderness is on display in Ketchikan at Tongass Historical Museum April 
25 through May 17, 2014. For more information, contact Leslie Swada at 907-228-6220 or 
lswada@fs.fed.us. 

 
April 6 - 30 
SITKA - VOICES OF THE WILDERNESS ART EXHIBIT will be held at the Sitka 
National Historical Park from 9am to 3pm. In 2014, celebrations will occur across the country to 
mark the 50th ANNIVERSARY of the WILDERNESS ACT and inspire Americans about 
their wilderness heritage. In Alaska, the U.S. Forest Service, National Park Service, and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service are collaborating with an array of conservation and education 
organizations on a series of events across the state. A centerpiece of the celebrations is Voices of 
the Wilderness, a traveling art exhibit featuring works of various mediums from artists who have 
participated in Alaskan wilderness area residencies. In addition, each month-long exhibit will 
provide a focal point for other community celebrations of wilderness, including a traveling 
wilderness film series, public forums, and evening presentations by artists, rangers, adventurers, 
and others. For more information, contact (907) 783-3242, email blydon@fs.fed.us or go to 
www.nps.gov/sitk/. 
 

Rufous 

Wintering 

further 

north. 

Anna’s 

Breeding range 

spreading 

northward   

and wintering 

further north. 



April 24-27, 2014 Stikine River Birding Festival … 
It’s A Shore Thing!   
The residents of Wrangell, Alaska, have begun preparations for their annual Stikine River 

Birding Festival, a celebration of the April arrival of hundreds of thousands of shorebirds to the 

tiny southeast Alaska community.  It’s a small celebration with a packed schedule that always 

includes a featured artist and a guest speaker. Guest speaker Noah Strycker, associate editor of 

Birding magazine, has published articles in numerous magazines, and has written two books. 

More information about Mr. Strycker is available at: noahstrycker.com For more information 

about the Stikine River Birding Festival, a downloadable pdf of the complete schedule, as well as 

information about the photography contest, visit: stikinebirding.org Alaska Airlines, which 

provides daily jet service to Wrangell, is again offering a discount code for this year’s festival, 

ECMV123, for travel to Wrangell between the 21st and 29th of April. Visit alaskaair.com and 

input the code when searching for flights.  Wrangell is also served by the Alaska Marine 

Highway. 

May 8-11, 2014 Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival   22nd Annual 

http://www.homeralaska.org/visit-homer/events-homer/kachemak-bay-shorebird-festival  

A full schedule is now available: 
http://www.homeralaska.org/sites/default/files/EventSchedule2014.pdf  Registration now open. 
http://shorebirdfestival.inticketing.com/index.php To attend the 2014 event, participants pay the 
initial $19.50 Festival Fee that will give them access to their registration profile and can sign up 
for events, then return to register for more or cancel an event. The option to add family members 
at $5 each is also available during event signup. A one-time ticketing surcharge of $4.50 is 
included in the Festival Fee.  

June 5-8 2014 Yakutat Tern Festival 

The Fourth Annual Yakutat Tern Festival is a celebration of the natural and cultural resources of 
Yakutat, Alaska.  Yakutat hosts one of the largest and southern most known nesting colonies of 
Aleutian Terns, as well as Arctic Terns and up to 200 other bird species that nest in or migrate 
through the area.  The festival is family friendly and offers activities for birders as well as non-
birders, including field trips, seminars, kid’s activities, evening banquets and other programs, 
bird banding demonstration, and an art exhibit.  This year's keynote speaker is Heather Renner, 
Wildlife Biologist with the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge.  Our featured artist is 
filmmaker, writer, photographer, and co-founder of the Lexicon of Sustainability Project 
(www.lexiconofsustainability.com) Douglas Gayeton.  Alaska-based linocut artist Evon Zerbetz 
will also be conducting youth and adult workshops and displaying her art.   Other area activities 
include sightseeing, hiking, fishing, surfing, canoeing and kayaking, and beach combing.  Please 
see www.yakutatternfestival.org, visit us on Facebook, or call (907) 784-3359 for more 
information.   

 



Audubon Photo Awards Top 100 

Nearly 900 photographers contributed almost 6,000 images to the 2013 Audubon photo awards. 
We’ve selected the top 100, a group of images that represent only the tip of a very impressive 
iceberg. Thank you to everyone who entered. Happy viewing! 
http://www.audubonmagazine.org/multimedia/2013-photo-awards-top-100 
 
 
News and Deadlines 
 
Alaska Bird Conference, December 9-11, Juneau, Alaska 
 Want to volunteer on a committee?  Submit an abstract for a poster or paper? 
Join us in Juneau this year for the 16th annual Alaska Bird Conference 
http://www.alaskabirdconference.org/Alaska_Bird_Conference/Home.html 
Or like us on Facebook. 

 

Wild Duck Chase 

A new film, A Birder’s Guide to Everything, puts teen birders in the spotlight. The plot centers 
on four kids trying to confirm a possible sighting of a Labrador Duck, considered extinct since 
1875. Avian expert Kenn Kaufman writes about vetting the screenplay for its bird content and 
visiting the set. Plus, watch a clip from the movie, which hit the theaters, March 21 
http://mag.audubon.org/articles/living/new-film-birders-guide-everything-puts-teens-spotlight 
 
 
 
June 27 
Deadline for applications for the NATIONAL COASTAL WETLANDS CONSERVATION 
GRANT PROGRAM FY 2014. For more information, go to 
http://wsfrprograms.fws.gov/Subpages/GrantPrograms/CW/2015NOFA.pdf  
 
June 30 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION STEWARDSHIP PROJECTS FOR STUDENTS 

GRANTS for students in Grades 6-12 in Small Communities from Alaska, Idaho, Oregon or 

Washington. Funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Office of Environmental 

Education Environmental Education Program. Open until available funds are obligated, no later 

than June 30. For more information, contact Kurt A. Eilo, Executive Director, at 

keilo@akforum.org, 1-888-301-0185 or go to www.akforum.org/PDFs/RFP2012.pdf?



 

WEB OPPORTUNITIES 

***  Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird and other wildlife 
photographs that are free to use for educational and conservation 
purposes – www.naturebob.com 

************************* 

 

SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY  

Sub-regional Compilers:  Steven C. Heinl, 2603 4th Avenue, Ketchikan, AK 99901   

Andrew W. Piston, P. O. Box 1116, Ward Cove, AK 99928 

This publication has wonderful bird photos and information.  If you want to be put on Steve Heinl's 
mailing list to receive this summary and to contribute observations, you can contact him 
at:  steve.heinl@alaska.gov 

************************ 

If you are interested in additional information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see 
more information: http://www.aba.org/nab< http://www.aba.org/nab> .  The seasonal reports cover all of 
North America and give excellent overviews of unusual numbers of particular species (high or low), early 
or late dates of occurrence, changes in status, and rare finds for each region.  

************************** 

There is also an extensive list of all bird sightings entered in eBird (www.ebird.org < http://www.ebird.org/>  

PICK, CLICK, GIVE  

As 

After you fill out your application for the Alaska Permanent Fund, and please consider making a donation 

to Juneau Audubon Society.  The fund allows changes for donations through April.  The funds we receive 

help to pay for all our free events all year.  Thanks for your help. 

Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators 
President:  Brenda Wright  789-4656  president@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Vice-President: Josh Peters  vice-president@juneau-audubon-ociety.org 
Secretary:  Bev Agler    secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Treasurer:  Patty Rose    treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org        
Programs:  Doug Jones                               programs@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Membership: Jane Ginter     membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Education: Patricia Wherry      education@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Conservation:  Gwen Baluss conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Field Trips:  Amy Clark Courtney  field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Raven Editor:   Mary Lou King, 789-7540   raven@juneau-audubon-society.org 
At-large:      at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org   
At-large:       at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Public Market:   public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org                  
Web Master:   George Utermohle                           webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org 
 



 
Too much paper mail from the National Audubon Society? 
You can ask to be taken off the mass mailing list: Email Customer Service 
audubon@emailcustomerservice.com or call 1-800-272-4201 
Opting out of extra mailings will not stop magazine subscription.  
 

National Audubon Society Membership Application 
For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please mail this form to:  
National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6714 
You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.  $35 
Basic renewal___ 
Name_______________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________ 

Telephone number_______________________ 

____My check for  $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me C3ZA510Z  A51 

 

Local Audubon Society Membership Application 

If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above and send 
$10 (1-year membership) to:  Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box 21725, 
Juneau, AK 99802.  You will receive the Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.  

***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of snail mail to save paper, time, money 
and view photos in color.   

To request this option email:  membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 

 

 

 

 

 


