
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY MEETING: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

UAS Egan Building, Room 221/222, 7:00 p.m. 

"Middleton Island: A Birder's Paradise" 

 

Nick Hajdukovich, is a very active and accomplished birder, 

and he will present a program about what he saw and 

learned during his visit on Middleton Island this last fall. 

Working for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Nick spent 

his time on the island mist-netting for passerines and 

surveying for seabirds, waterfowl, and shorebirds. From the 

thousands of shearwaters that pass 

by the islandôs north point daily to 

the hundreds of warblers, sparrows, 

and thrushes that stopover on the 

island during their trans-gulf 

migration, Middleton Island 

provides a unique opportunity to 

study and observe a diverse sample 

of Alaskaôs avifauna.   

 

 

 April’s meeting will be moved from the second Thursday to April 18, 2013 to 

avoid conflicting with the Folk Festival. 
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The mission of Juneau Audubon Society is to conserve the 

natural ecosystems of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, 

other wildlife and their habitats for the benefit and 

enjoyment of current and future generations. 
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Juneau Audubon Society  

P.O. Box 21725  

Juneau, AK 99802 -1725 

info@juneau -audubon -society.org  

http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org 
 

 
Juneau Audubon is a 501(C)(3) not-for-profit organization. Our tax identification number is 92-0073877. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent 

allowed by law.

The Juneau Audubon  will be participating in the 2013 Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend 
Pick.Click.Give. online donation program.  
 

 

The application period for 2013 dividend payments begins 
Tuesday, January 1 . Within the PFD online application 
you will find the Pick.Click.Give. option, a simple, secure 
way to donate $25, $50 or more f rom your dividend to JN 
Audubon.  
Contributing to JN Audubon through Pick.Click.Give 
takes just 4 easy steps:  

1. At the end of the application form you will see the 
Pick.Click.Give. logo. Check the "Yes" box.  

2. Search for us by name: Juneau Audubon  
3. Select the amount that you would like to donate from 

your PFD. There is an option for donating to multiple 
organizations.  

4. Finally, if you would like to receive a tax receipt and thank you letter from JN Audubon, please click the 
"Release Information" button. This will give us your name, address and donation amount, and it is the 
only way we will be able to identify donors.  

You're done!  
You can find more information about the Pick.Click.Give program, including frequently asked questions at: 
http://www.pickclickgive.org/index.cfm/about/  .  
. 
Your generous donation will help us ééééééééééé.. 

Thank You!  
Please forward this e -mail to fellow Alaskans who might be interested.  
Warmest and Best Regards for the New Year,  

 

 
 

A great way to give online 

when you sign up for your 

PFD! 
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President’s Inbox By Brenda Wright 
Opportunity to make your opinion count! 

 

Gulf of Alaska Navy Training Activities Supplemental EIS/OEIS 

Visit the project website at www.GOAEIS.COM  to learn more about the project, submit 

comments online, and link to additional resources. Comments accepted through March 18, 2013.  

The Navy will evaluate new information, analyze data using a new acoustic model to estimate 

potential effects on various marine species, and review current federal regulatory permits, etc. 

 

Tongass National Forest Land & Resource Management Plan- Five Year Review. 

The Forest Service is reviewing the 2008 Plan and wants input from the public about how the 

plan has been working over the last five years.  For more information visit the webpage:  

www.fs.usda.gov/main/Tongass/landmanagement/planning 

Comment period is open through March 31, 2013.  Public meetings will be held in: 

Petersburg, Monday, Feb. 11, Petersburg Indian Association Conference Room 

Sitka, Wednesday, Feb. 13, Harrigan Centennial Hall 

Craig, Wednesday, Feb. 20, Craig Tribal Assn. Hall 

Ketchikan, Thursday, Feb. 21, Ted Ferry Civic Center 

Juneau, Thursday, Feb. 28, Juneau Arts and Culture Center 

 

 

Events 

Juneau Watershed Partnership Annual Wild & Scenic Film Festival 

The film festival will take place Saturday, February 23 at the JACC. The Family Festival from  

4 p.m. until 6 p.m. followed by the  Film Festival from 6:30 until 8:30pm 

 

Sea Otter Symposium at the University of Southeast (library) Juneau  Feb 21 from 6-10pm. 

Panelists will speak to a variety of sea otter topics (i.e. current knowledge, present and future 

research, informational gaps, etc). The speakers will include: Jim Estes (researcher at UCSB), 

Jim Bodkin (USGS reasearch wildlife biologist), Tim Tinker (USGS reasearch wildlife 

biologist), George Esslinger (USGS Zoologist), Verena Gill (AK Fish and Wildlife Service) and 

Ginny Eckert (UAF Associate Professor).  
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National Audubon National Convention - July 12-16, 2013 

 The gathering will take place July 12-16, 2013 at Skamania Lodge, 45 minutes east of Portland, 

Oregon in the spectacular Columbia River Gorge. Come celebrate the Audubon network and 

share your energy and passion for conserving birds throughout the flyways with leaders from 

across the country! 

The official convention web site will open in early February, chock full of information about 

workshops and field trips, schedules, speakers, entertainment and local birds. In the meantime, 

you can find essential details at www.audubon.org/2013convention. 

 

Information 

American Bird Conservancy 

Outdoor Cats: Single Greatest Source of Human-Caused Mortality for Birds and 

Mammals: New Study 

 A new peer-reviewed study authored by scientists from two of the worldôs leading science and 

wildlife organizations ï the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute and the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (FWS) ï has found that bird and mammal mortality caused by outdoor cats is 

much higher than has been widely reported, with annual bird mortality now estimated to be 1.4 

to 3.7 billion and mammal mortality likely 6.9 ï 20.7 billion individuals. 

The study, which offers the most comprehensive analysis of information on the issue of outdoor 

cat predation, was published in the online research journal Nature Communications and is based 

on a review of more than 90 previous studies.  The study was authored by Dr. Peter Marra and 

Scott Loss, research scientists at the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute and by Tom 

Will from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceôs Division of Migratory Birds. It is available at 

http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/pdf/Loss_et_al_2013.pdf. 

 

Opt out of unwanted Mail 

Are you still getting catalogs and other unwanted mail?  If it is filling up your mailbox and you 

would like to help the environment check out the Catalog choice webpage

 https://www.catalogchoice.org/  

This is a free service to help you reduce the number of catalogs and other bulk mail you receive 

frequently.  Check it out! 

 

 

Great Backyard Bird Count Goes Global in 2013 

ΟAfter 15 years of success in North America, the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) will open 

up to the entire world for the first time in 2013. Anyone, from anywhere on earth, can participate 

by visiting www.birdcount.org and reporting the kinds and numbers of birds they see during the 

16th annual count, February 15–18, 2013. 

http://www.audubon.org/2013convention
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/pdf/Loss_et_al_2013.pdf
https://www.catalogchoice.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/


A joint project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon Society, with partner 

Bird Studies Canada, the four-day count typically receives sightings from tens of thousands of 

people reporting more than 600 bird species in the United States and Canada alone. 

Participating is easy. Simply watch birds for at least 15 minutes at the location of your choice on 

one or more of the count days. Estimate the number of birds you see for each species you can 

identify. Youôll select your location on a map, answer a few questions, enter your tallies, and 

then submit your data to share your sightings with others around the world. 

 

Audubon en Espanol 

National Audubon launched a new section on its website, Audubon en Español, which will be 

the digital face of Audubon in the Spanish-speaking community. Audubon en Español, which 

you can access at http://espanol.audubon.org/ will be a new voice for birds ï and will help make 

Audubon accessible to a diverse new audience. 

 

 

Alaska Board of Fisheries to Discuss Lead 

 

This year, the AK BOF will consider many regulatory proposals regarding fishing in Alaska. 

One item, however, could also have a profound effect on water birds and other wildlife.  

Proposal 234 ï 5 AAC 75.020 would ban use of lead weights under 1 oz. in Alaska waters.   

According to a U.S. Geological Survey fact sheet 

(http://www.fws.gov/contaminants/Documents/lead_poisoning_wild_birds_USGS2009.pdf ): 

élead is a potent, potentially deadly toxin that damages many organs in the body and can 

affect all animals, including humans. éWild birds, such as é loons, can die from the 

ingestion of one lead shot, bullet fragment, or sinker.. .. Species reported to have been 

poisoned by ingested lead fishing weights include trumpeter swans, brown pelicans, com-

mon loons, and other waterbirds. These birds may ingest sinkers attached to broken fishing 

line in hooked fish or may pick them up as grit. The use or sale of lead fishing tackle is 

restricted in national parks and wildlife areas in Canadaé 

Citizens have the option to comment in writing before the March meeting. See more information 

in the 2012/2013 Proposal Book posted here:  
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=fisheriesboard.main 

 

BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS By Patricia Wherry, Education Chair 

 A youth and an adult set of classes will be held in the valley at Glacierview Elementary in 

March. Contact Community School to enroll.  

Email: suzanne.ainsworth@juneauschools.org PH. 523-1761 #307 Marie Drake School in 

town 

http://espanol.audubon.org/
http://www.fws.gov/contaminants/Documents/lead_poisoning_wild_birds_USGS2009.pdf
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=fisheriesboard.main
mailto:suzanne.ainsworth@juneauschools.org


Classes will meet Thursday evenings. Youth 6-7pm and Adult 7:30-8:30pm. Youth meet for 3 

Thursdays, total cost $6. Adults meet for 4 Thursdays, total cost $8. Nifty bird information, use 

of binoculars, and clues to bird identification. Following the classes will be a bird outing on a 

weekend. 

Current Juneau Audubon members: The class leader is looking for volunteers to help the newbies 

on their bird outing the first weekend in March (at completion of February courses) and the first 

weekend in April (at completion of March courses). You don't need to be an expert to enjoy 

sharing birds with others!! Send your "I can do that." to education@juneau-audubon-society.org  

The Third Annual Yakutat Tern Festival is scheduled for  

May 30-June 2, 2013. 
The festival is a celebration of the natural and cultural resources of Yakutat, Alaska. Yakutat 

hosts one of the largest and southern most known nesting colonies of Aleutian Terns, as well 

Arctic Terns and up to 200 other bird species that nest or migrate through the area. The festival is 

family friendly and offers activities for birders as well as non-birders, including field trips, 

seminars, evening banquets and other programs, bird banding demonstration, and an art show. 

This year's keynote speakers are anthropologists Richard and Nora Dauenhauer. Other area 

activities include sight-seeing, hiking, fishing, surfing, canoeing and kayaking, and beach-

combing. Please see www.yakutatternfestival.org, visit us on Facebook, or call (907) 784-3359 

for more information.  

Eastern Screech Owl  By Prill (Isleib) Mollick, Smoky Mountains, N.C. 

 

Years ago, in Eastern Pennsylvania, on a summer evening just after dark, the children were out 

in the yard playing hide and seek. Suddenly they all came rushing in saying, ñThereôs a ghost in 

the woods, thereôs a ghost in the woods, come out and listen.ò  I stepped outside and listened. 

Over across the way, from the woods came the sound; it was the descending trill, or whiny of the 

screech owl. (Not a ghost.) 

 

Eastern Screech Owls are a common, permanent resident here in the Carolinas. They have two 

common color phases, a bright rusty reddish or gray color with black streaks. The color variation 

may occur in the same brood. They have yellow eyes and ear tufts. 

 

Sometimes their calls are an eerie spine tingling sound in the middle of a quiet summer night, 

especially when more than one are calling to or at each other. They have a variety of songs or 

calls. There is the mournful quavering whistle, whinny or trill, monotone or descending. Some 

calls are soft, low hoots. The grating screeches or squawks may be given defending the nest or 

young. When agitated or disturbed, they will snap the bill menacingly or give loud barking calls, 

also they may sound out a 3 to 4 note chuckle/rattle. 

 

They nest in a tree cavity or an abandoned woodpecker hole, they will also use artificial nest 

boxes. They have two to eight white eggs with incubation by the female.  They forage at dusk 

and at night for small rodents and a variety of insects. They have the ability to plunge into 

streams for small fish and crayfish. They are even known to take an occasional dip and drink in 

the backyard bird bath. 

mailto:education@juneau-audubon-society.org


 

This Annôa Hummingbird photo was taken at Patty 

Roseôs place by Doug Jones on November 24 and it  

stayed around in Juneau until December  7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“On Using eBird” By: Nick Hajdukovich 

In 2002 the Cornell Lab of Ornithology launched an online checklist program called eBird in 

hopes of providing birders with an easy way to document their sightings and access sightings 

made by other birders. Since then, eBird has exploded and now has tens of thousands of users 

worldwide who enter millions of bird observations every month (eBird.org).  

I started using eBird in 2005, but it was several years before I really got into it and stopped 

recording my observations with pen and paper. Every time I go birding, I now only use eBird to 

record what I saw and I canôt ever anticipate going back to notebooks. Although eBird is directly 

tied to the availability of Internet, there are easy ways to import spreadsheets of data, which 

allows you to record notes on a computer if you are out in the field. If you are worried about 

losing your valuable observations and personal notes, it is easy to download all of your 

observations from the website to back up on your own computer.   

To start using eBird all you have to do is create an account, which is free and only requires a 

username and password. Once you have an account, you are free to submit observations and 

explore other eBirder data. Submitting data is straightforward, but can take some time to 

familiarize yourself with the program. First, you create a location for where you birded, which is 

easily done by placing a location ñpinò on a satellite image, or entering a latitude/longitude 

coordinate. Next, you decide what kind of observation you are going to submit: incidental (when 

birding is not your primary purpose), stationary (birding from one spot), or travelling (less than 5 

miles is preferable). Iôve provided a screenshot of what the ñDate and Effortò portion of a 

checklist for a walk out the Dike Trail at the Juneau Airport might look like.  



After pressing ñContinue,ò eBird provides you with a list of the most probably bird species in the 

area for that time of year. You then enter the number of birds you saw, or simply enter ñXò if 

you knew a certain species was present but did not pay attention to how many there were. The 

last thing you do before submitting the checklist is specify whether you are reporting on all of 

the birds that you could identify or if you are just reporting the highlights. This is done by simply 

clicking a box with ñYesò or ñNo.ò  

Although this process might seem more time intensive or foreign to some, the benefits of easily 

searching past records of yours and others and helping to strengthen eBirdôs database far 

outweighs the trouble it might be to familiarize yourself with eBird. For me, eBird really comes 

in handy when I travel to a new place and have no idea what birds I might expect to see. With 

eBird, you can easily figure this out and even be updated when a species is seen near you in real 

time!  In this short article, I have merely hit the tip of the iceberg when it comes to eBirdôs 

ability to help you become a more accomplished and informed birder. To learn more and get 

started, visit eBird.org. Many commonly asked questions are addressed on the website, but if you 

have other questions or want to talk to someone about it, please feel free to email me at: 

upupa_epops200@yahoo.com.  
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WEB OPPORTUNITIES 

***   Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird and other wildlife photographs that are free to use for educational and 

conservation purposes – www.naturebob.com 

*************************  

SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY  

Sub-regional Compilers:  Steven C. Heinl, 2603 4th Avenue, Ketchikan, AK 99901   

Andrew W. Piston, P. O. Box 1116, Ward Cove, AK 99928 

This publication has wonderful bird photos and information.  If you want to be put on Steve Heinl's mailing 
list to receive this summary and to contribute observations, you can contact him at:  steve.heinl@alaska.gov 

************************  

If you are interested in additional information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see more 
information: http://www.aba.org/nab < http://www.aba.org/nab > .  The seasonal reports cover all of North 
America and give excellent overviews of unusual numbers of particular species (high or low), early or late 
dates of occurrence, changes in status, and rare finds for each region.  

**************************  

There is also an extensive list of all bird sightings entered in eBird (www.ebird.org < http://www.ebird.org/ > ) 

 

Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators 
President:  Brenda Wright  789-4656  president@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Vice-President: Josh Peters  vice-president@juneau-audubon-ociety.org 

Secretary:  Bev Agler    secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Treasurer:  Patty Rose    treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org        

Programs:  Doug Jones                               programs@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Membership:      membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Education: Patricia Wherry      education@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Conservation:  Gwen Baluss conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Field Trips:    field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Raven Editor:   Mary Lou King, 789-7540   raven@juneau-audubon-society.org 

At-large:  Linda Nicklin    at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org   

At-large:   Jeff Sauer   at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Public Market:   public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org                  

Web Master:   George Utermohle                                  webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org 

 

Too much paper mail from the National Audubon Society? 

You can ask to be taken off the mass mailing list: Email Customer Service 
audubon@emailcustomerservice.com or call 1-800-272-4201 

Opting out of extra mailings will not stop magazine subscription.  

http://www.naturebob.com/
http://www.aba.org/nab
http://www.aba.org/nab
http://www.ebird.org/
mailto:public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org
mailto:webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org
mailto:audubon@emailcustomerservice.com


 

 

National Audubon Society Membership Application 
For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please mail this form to:  
National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6714 
You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven. 
$20 (1-year introductory rate) ____$15 (1-year student/senior rate) ___$30 Basic renewal___ 
Name_______________________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________ 
Telephone number_______________________ 
____My check for  $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me  C2ZA510Z  A51 

 

Local Audubon Society Membership Application 
If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above and send $10 
(1-year membership) to:  Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box 21725, Juneau, AK 
99802.  You will receive the Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.  
***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of snail mail to save paper, time, money and 
view photos in color.   
To request this option email:  membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


