
 
JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY WILL HOLD THE FIRST FALL SEASON 

GENERAL MEETING THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2012 . 

 

An exciting program is being planned for the October meeting.   Flip Nicklin: 

Recent Work, or What I Did This Summer, featuring whales and eagles.  Flip 
Nicklin is a photographer who has worked for National Geographic Magazine in a 
career spanning more than 30 years and 20 feature stories. He has several books to his 
name including With the Whales and Whales, Dolphins, and Porpoises, published by 
National Geographic Society, Whales and Dolphins in Question published by 
Smithsonian and Humpbacks, Unveiling the Mysteries, by Dr. Jim Darling.  His new 
book is Among Giants, A Life With Whales published by University of Chicago Press. 
 
Flip was named North American Nature Photography Association’s Outstanding 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year for 2012. He makes his home in Juneau, Alaska, 
where he is working on new directions in “backyard photography”. 
 
Our annual election of officers will also be held during the October meeting.  There 
will be no recruitment of people from the audience, however, we welcome people 
with an interest in Audubon as new board members.  
 
NOVEMBER BOOTH – We are planning to have our annual fund raising booth at the 
Juneau Market the weekend after Thanksgiving.  If you have items you would like to 
donate for sale, have extra wild berries for jelly making (Mary Lou would appreciate 
any help you can give her in making the jelly – call her 789-7540 – if you might have 
some time to do this and also let her know if you have saved any of the empty ½ pint 
jelly jars that can be reused).   Volunteers to work in the booth will also be needed – 
more information on this when we are closer to the time of the booth. 
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Saturday Wild Juneau Audubon Walks 2012 By Brenda Wright 
 

 
So far this year we have 
been extremely lucky 
with the nice weather 
for our Saturday Wild 
walks.  Our first one in 
June at the Jensen-
Olsen Arboretum was 
bright and sunny. 
Merrill Jensen gave a 
wonderful tour of the 
garden to a large 
appreciative audience. 
Thank you Merrill! 
 
 

 

 

 

In July, Saturday Wild went up the Mt. Roberts 

Tram and into the fog.  Luckily for us the fog 
lifted and we were treated to beautiful views and 
excellent interpretation by Linda Nicklin.  The 
snow was still pretty deep on some of the ridges 
but those that persevered were treated to some 
beautiful wildflowers, friendly marmots, and 
even some sooty grouse that posed for us.  Thank 
you Linda and Mt Roberts tram for the reduced 
rate! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

In August, Saturday Wild met at Fish Creek to look 
for mushrooms and discuss fish biology.  The group 
that attended was most interested in mushrooms and 
got an excellent introduction to finding and 
identifying some of local edible mushrooms by Dave 
Gregovich.  The weather was not perfect, but got 
friendlier the whole time.  Thank you Dave! 



Red-necked Stint  By Paul Suchanek 

Juneau Birding Notes Spring and Summer 2012 By Mark Schwan 
It seems the cold wet summer put a damper on the birds.  Many people noted a subnormal season of 
bird activity.  Some commented on a poor showing of certain berries, and bug activity early-on 
seemed low, but then picked up later.  Songbirds seemed to be missing in late summer before the 
fall migration began to push birds our way.  Interestingly, it was a strong year, well it started off 
strong, for Townsend’s Warbler.  They seemed to be singing everywhere from late April through 
May.  Who knows how they coped with the inclement conditions as they progressed through the 
nesting season? 
 
What follows are selected sightings, as reported via Eaglechat and eBird.  In addition, our just-
turned octogenarian birder, Rich Gordon, provided written details.  It is likely this will be the last 
local report that will benefit from the keen eyes and dedication of Paul Suchanek. We will miss 
Paul and wish him all the best.  What follows are just a few of the more interesting observations 
made over the course of the last four months.  For a much more thorough account, readers should 
visit the eBird website and explore the Alaskan and Juneau-specific data. 
 
A beautiful male Cinnamon Teal was found by visiting birder Bruce Paige at Twin Lakes on 5/5.  
The bird was subsequently seen by various local birders over the next two days.  Redheads were 
seen on two occasions, with three birds found at Point Bridget SP on 5/3 (PS), and a lone bird found 
at the mouth of the Mendenhall River on 5/24 (RG, MS).  A breeding-plumaged Pacific Loon was 
found on Moose Lake on 6/9 during the JAS Saturday morning bird walk (SZ et al).  This was quite 
exceptional.  Another most unusual find was the Western Grebe on the outer Mendenhall Lake 
forelands on 7/14 (RG).  The only Osprey report was a bird seen at Sandy Beach on 6/11 (PR).   A 
calling Sora on Duck Creek was present for probably three weeks (JH, RA).  This bird (assumed 
same) was heard on 7/27 (MS) and subsequently on 7/28 (GV, PS, PR).  More fascinating was a 
Sora found by Paul Suchanek in a slough of the lower Mendenhall River on 8/22. 
 

Probably the most exciting finds of the 
spring and summer were the two reports of 
lone Red-necked Stints out near the 
Mendenhall River, the first on 5/28 (RG) 
and the second 7/8 (PS, BA).  These are the 
first records of this species for Juneau.  
Other shorebirds of note included two 
different Wilson’s Phalaropes, one on 5/28 
(RG) and another on 6/15, a breeding-
plumaged female along the shore of 
Mendenhall Lake (RG).  Stilt Sandpipers 
showed up at the usual places right on time, 
except Rich Gordon had one rather early 
bird, an adult in breeding plumage along the 

airport dike on 7/19.  An Upland Sandpiper 
was calling in flight over Brotherhood Park meadow on 8/23 (MS). 
 
As many gulls as there are around Juneau, there was a paucity of interesting observations this 
summer.  The only rare gull species found this summer has been two separate reports of Ring-



billed Gull; one near Fish Creek on 8/17-18 (PS, DS), and another at the Gold Creek delta on 8/25 
(PS, PR).  Caspian Terns were again reported from a variety of locations throughout the area by 
many observers.  Rich Gordon was able to locate a lone Northern Rough-winged Swallow out of 
a very large flock of swallows flying low around the outer Mendenhall wetlands on 7/28.  This is a 
very difficult bird to find in Juneau.  One or possibly two different Gray-cheeked Thrushes were 
located up Perseverance Trail/Silverbow Basin, on 6/22 (RG), and 7/3 (PS, GV).  
 
Tennessee Warblers made a decent showing.  The earliest was found by Rich Gordon along the 
airport dike on 5/21.  Then in June, one bird was found up Perseverance Trail on 6/4 (GV, PR); one 
was found at Moose Lake on 6/5 (MS), another was found again at Moose Lake on 6/20 (PS, PR, 
BA), and yet another was found near the Mendenhall Glacier Visitors’ Center on 6/22.  Blackpoll 

Warbler accounts included one briefly singing at Norton Lake on 6/2 (MS, PR, BA), and another 
bird observed along the airport dike on 7/16 (RG).  A single Brown-headed Cowbird near 
downtown on 5/14 (VS) was the only report this spring-summer.  A striking Evening Grosbeak 
frequented a Douglas feeder on 5/29 (MF) and was seen over the next several days by many birders. 
 
Contributors: Bev Agler, BA; Robert Armstrong, RA; Mary Ellen Frank, MF; Richard Gordon, RG; 
John Hudson, JH; Bruce Paige, BP; Patty Rose, PR; David Schmerge, DS; Mark Schwan, MS; Paul 
Suchanek, PS; Van Sundberg, VS; Gus van Vliet, GV; Steve Zimmerman, SZ. 
 

Wrangell Report  Submitted by Bonnie Demerjian 
While it seems to have been a dull summer in many ways, looking back at bird sightings produced 
some interesting results. 

 
Male Brown-headed Cowbirds were reported a 
number of times beginning in early May. A female 
was also seen several times over the summer and the 
predictable outcome, a juvenile, was photographed in 
August. Another unwelcome newcomer was a House 

Sparrow, reported and documented on June 12 by 
Kaylauna Churchill. Bill Neumann on the lower 
Stikine River spotted another, or perhaps the same 
bird, the following day. 
 
Petroglyph Beach on the north side of Wrangell 
seems to attract its share of novelties. A Townsend’s 

Solitaire put in a brief, one-day appearance there in 
early May and an Olive-sided Flycatcher showed up a week later. A single Red-necked Grebe 
showed up at the beach in mid-May and a small flock was also seen in the Eastern Passage a few 
days later along with a group of ten Western Grebes. 
 
The airport area also attracts interesting birds on occasion. This summer produced a flock of Black 

Swifts in late June, as well as the usual Alder Flycatcher and nesting Killdeer. 

 

Several experienced Wrangell-area birders reported from the Stikine this summer. Black-headed 

Grosbeaks were reported from a number of  locations as were, Olive-sided Flycatchers, Western 



Tanagers , Ruffed Grouse and Black Swifts. At his home near the border, about 30 miles upriver, 
Bill Sampson reported Purple Finches and Bank Swallows  
as well as an unusual sighting of two Gray-

cheeked Thrushes. Although they are usually 
considered secretive, Bill Neumann photographed 
a snipe family in his yard, even perched on his 
picnic table. Typical river warblers, the Northern 

Waterthrush and American Redstart, were also 
seen. 

 

Two Whimbrel passed through the area and were 
observed by several fortunate observers. 
 
Eurasian Collared-doves are slowly increasing 
their numbers in Wrangell, with a flock of 12-15 
appearing at feeders daily. Band-tailed Pigeons 
showed up at scattered feeders during early summer.   
A male Rusty Blackbird made a one-day 
appearance in early June. Cedar Eaxwings, 

however, spent the entire summer in the area, only disappearing this past week.This summer 
produced the usual warblers as well as a surprise, a Tennessee Warbler, observed and heard by 
several birders on July 1 and 2.  While not in the Wrangell vicinity, a recent boat trip to the Keku 
Islands near Kake turned up a view of a Yellow-billed Loon as well as a small flock of Black 

Turnstones and hundreds of Red-necked Phalaropes. 

 
Photograph credits – Snipe – Bill Neumann; Brown-headed cowbird – Kaylauna Churchill 
 

 

Summer Sights Sounds By Prill (Isleib) Mollick 

Smoky Mountains, N.C. 

 
A White Fronted Goose along with some Canada Geese were seen in our area in early summer also 
some Willets. The Eastern Blue Birds, Tufted Titmouse, and Chickadees each raised two separate 
families in our nesting boxes.  

 
 
 
 
 

Western Willets 



Red Shouldered Hawks nested nearby and feeding time for the young was quite noisy. The Red 
Shouldered Hawks sounded out loud calls as they flew over the fields. They were often followed by 
raucous scolding crows. A Broad-Winged Hawk frequented the area.  
 
One afternoon a huge flock of Common Grackles flew into the yard and trees. 
They flew around the neighborhood several times before moving on. 
 
A Whip-O-Will and a Yellow-Billed Cuckoo were often heard in the early mornings.  
 
The Ruby Throated Humming Birds usually arrive at the hummingbird feeders around the second 
week of April and stay in the area until early September. 
 
The Cicadas can be heard occasionally during the day all summer long. In July the Katydids start 
their loud raspy, humming sounds just after dark, about 9:00pm and continue all night until about 
4:00in the morning.  

 

CELEBRATION OF CHILKAT BALD EAGLE PRESERVE’S  

30
TH

 ANNIVERSARY ON AUGUST 4, 2012.    
 
Thanks to Mayor Stephanie Scott and Evangeline Willard Hoy, members of the Chilkat Bald Eagle 
Preserve Advisory Council, for their efforts to plan and carry off a wonderful day celebrating the 
30th anniversary of the establishment of the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve.  The Alaska Chilkat Bald 
Eagle Preserve Advisory Council and guests began the calm and sunny day with a great raft trip 
(graciously donated by Chilkat Guides) down the Chilkat River through the Preserve.  Eagles and 
even one wolf put in appearances along the way and we all had fun bouncing up and down when 
the rafts threatened to get stuck on gravel bars. 
 
We were pulled out near the Klukwan Chilkat Tribal House, where we were greeted by Chilkat 
Indian Village Tribal Council President Jones Hotch Jr. and enjoyed a great program that included a 
history of the establishment of the Preserve and dancing by Chilkat dancers.  Following the 
program we walked up to the Klukwan Village Hospitality House for a delicious lunch served by 
the Klukwan folks. 
 

Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve at 30 – Accomplishments and Challenges  By Nancy 
Berland who has been working on CBEP habitat conservation for a decade. She is currently an 
Associate with Rivers Without Borders. 
 
Decades ago controversy flared in Haines over the opportunity to protect remarkable eagle and 
salmon habitat.  The need for this protection resulted after Juneau U.S. Fish and Wildlife Agent 
Fred Robards was assigned to capture some live eagles for research at Patuxent National Wildlife 
Research Station.  He determined that the Chilkat River was the best place in Alaska to get the live 
specimens.  The Patuxent research found that the Alaska eagles did not carry the same load of the 
DDT pesticide found in eagles down south.  This eventually led to the banning of the use of DDT 
and to proposals to protect Chilkat River habitat.   
 



At that time, Haines was far more interested in logging and mining than habitat protection.  
Eventually 15 stakeholders agreed to a compromise that created the 49,000-acre Eagle Preserve and 
the much larger surrounding Haines State Forest for more intensive uses.  Dave Cline, National 
Audubon’s regional vice president at the time said:  “I know of no other resource controversy in 
Alaska where loggers, miners, commercial fishermen, conservationists, and borough, city, federal 
and state officials all signed a page-and-a-half agreement that settled the issue.”  Thirty years later it 
would be nice to be able to say that Cline’s characterization was still accurate.  Unfortunately 
controversy still exists. 
 
In addition to the purpose of protecting Chilkat eagles and salmon “in perpetuity”, the Preserve was 
also created to provide a place for research and study.  Needed – and promised - studies remain 
unfunded. 
 
How can we work to ensure that state and federal agencies will truly protect Preserve resources 
when other proposed activities occur?   The Haines Highway re-alignment project and replacement 
of the Chilkat River Bridge, upstream mineral exploration of a high sulfide ore body, and a 
proposed hydro project upstream of the Chilkoot Unit of the Preserve offer additional management 
challenges. 
 
The need to protect, enhance and scientifically understand our Bald Eagle Preserve are as great as 
ever. 
 

A Short Reflection on Seemingly Unrelated Events By Mark Schwan 
Neil Armstrong’s passing and the recent bear mauling in Denali . . . . what do these two sad events 
have in common?  Probably nothing to anybody else, however, for me there is a very memorable 
connection, but it’s pretty strange. 
 
 I was camping at the Toklat River campground in Denali with my brother and sister-in-law in late 
July of 1969.  Not nearly as many people visited Denali in those days, and there were no shuttle 
buses.  We had spent several hours trying to hitchhike into the park, with maybe only one vehicle 
going by, when finally a park employee on his day off and heading toward Eielson Center stopped 
and offered to take us the 50 miles to Toklat.  When we got there, we found the only other campers 
to be a family from Corpus Christi, Texas that was stranded due to a broken part necessary to haul 
their camping trailer with their large van.  They had been there for days and were waiting for the 
part to get flown to Anchorage and make its way to park headquarters.  They were the friendliest 
people with two small children, and we hit it off immediately.  They seemed happy to have some 
company. 
 
Over the next few days, my brother, sister-in-law, and I took short hikes along the Toklat River; our 
only close encounters with wildlife involved foxes, caribou, and ground squirrels.  One evening, the 
Texans offered to take us for a drive farther out the road.  Just as we pulled out of the campground 
and made our way around the first bend, we came upon a large grizzly right on the road.  It seemed 
huge, and we reflected on how glad we were to be inside the vehicle.  It made us think about the 
hikes we were taking. 
 



One afternoon or evening, we got news from a passing park ranger that the Apollo astronauts would 
soon be attempting to land on the moon.  We knew the world would be glued to their TV sets 
watching this historic achievement, and it was strange to be so far removed from the modern world 
and technology driving such an accomplishment.   We later learned of the mission’s success. 
 Sometime during the next several years, I can’t recall just when, a man was severely mauled by a 
bear near the Toklat River and the Park Service closed the campground; to my knowledge it was 
never opened to the public again.  When I heard of Neil Armstrong’s death and the horrible event 
near the Toklat River, these old memories came flooding back.     
 

 

JUNEAU’S MENDENHALL WETLAND’S OPPORTUNITIES By Jim King 
The debate about building a road across the Mendenhall State Game Refuge included a suggestion 
that isostatic uplift will soon end the value of the refuge for waterfowl.  This little pond shows how 
future refuge managers could enhance the area for birds, when aircraft engineers succeed in 
building planes that are no longer vulnerable to damage from bird strikes. 
 
This pond was dug in the 1960’s while building a dike to protect nearby property from flood tides, 
something now prohibited by federal law.  It is further protected by a conservation easement with 
SEALTRUST. 
 
The pond is not over two feet deep and floods several times each month from high tides which 
brought the log.  The water hosts small fish, a number of invertebrates and a variety of algae that 
attract water birds.  At least 10 species of ducks, Canada Geese, White-fronted Geese, Trumpeter 
Swans and four species of shorebirds, both seasonal migrants and local residents have been seen 
feeding here.  Green-winged Teal have raised broods here several times and one to several Mallards 
bring broods each summer.  The post on the left is regularly used as a perch for hunting Kingfishers 
and occasionally by Great Blue Herron’s.  Other species occasionally rest on the perch – Bald 
Eagles, Peregrine Falcon, Marsh Hawk, Ravens, Crows, Red-winged and Rusty Blackbirds, 
Starlings, Robins, Song Sparrows and for one day a Long-tailed Flycatcher. 
 
The Mendenhall can be an exciting bird refuge as long as we want it to be. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOOK REVIEW --When Judy Shuler moved to Juneau from Anchorage, one of the first things she did 
was seek out Juneau Audubon Society. Spring bird walks, the then newly-established Mendenhall 
Wetlands State Game Refuge and local nature artists inspired her to start a tour company focusing on the 
same things that attracted her as a newcomer to Southeast Alaska. 
 
She's written Red and Blue: A Memoir of Two Alaskan Tour Guides, with former colleague Hildegard 
Ratliff. It includes much of the natural history she shared with visitors over 18 years, along with vignettes 
of people they met, and snapshots of Juneau and the travel industry on the cusp of great growth and change 
in the mid-1980s through 1990s.  Red and Blue is available at Hearthside Books. A digital version is 

available at amazon.com. The author can be reached at judy@wordsalwaysmatter.com. 

 
WEB OPPORTUNITIES 

***  Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird and other wildlife photographs that are free to use for educational 

and conservation purposes – www.naturebob.com 
************************* 
SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY  

Sub-regional Compilers:  Steven C. Heinl, 2603 4th Avenue, Ketchikan, AK 99901   
Andrew W. Piston, P. O. Box 1116, Ward Cove, AK 99928 
This publication has wonderful bird photos and information.  If you want to be put on Steve Heinl's mailing 
list to receive this summary and to contribute observations, you can contact him 
at:  steve.heinl@alaska.gov 
************************ 
If you are interested in additonal information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see more 
information: http://www.aba.org/nab< http://www.aba.org/nab> .  The seasonal reports cover all of North 
America and give excellent overviews of unusual numbers of particular species (high or low), early or late 
dates of occurrence, changes in status, and rare finds for each region.  
************************** 
There is also an extensive list of all bird sightings entered in eBird (www.ebird.org < 
http://www.ebird.org/> ) 
 

Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators 
President:  Julie Coghill    president@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Vice-President:  Jeff Sauer,   vice-president@juneau-audubon-ociety.org 
Secretary:  Julie Koehler,    secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Treasurer:  Patty Rose,    treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org        
Programs:  Jeff Sauer                               programs@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Membership:   Brenda Wright, 789-4656,   membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Education:       education@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Conservation:  Gwen Baluss conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Field Trips: Mark Schwan                   field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Raven Editor:   Mary Lou King, 789-7540,   raven@juneau-audubon-society.org 
At-large:  Linda Nicklin    at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org   
At-large:   Merrill Jensen   at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Public Market:   public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org                  
Web Master:   George Utermohle                        webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org 

 



Too much paper mail from the National Audubon Society? 
You can ask to be taken off the mass mailing list: Email Customer Service 
audubon@emailcustomerservice.com or call 1-800-272-4201 
Opting out of extra mailings will not stop magazine subscription.  

 
National Audubon Society Membership Application 

For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please mail this form to:  
National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6714 
You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven. 
$20 (1-year introductory rate) ____$15 (1-year student/senior rate) ___$30 Basic renewal___ 
Name_______________________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________ 
Telephone number_______________________ 
____My check for  $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me  C2ZA510Z  A51 

 

 
Local Juneau Audubon Society Membership Application 

 
If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above and send 
$10 (1-year membership) to:  Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box 21725, 
Juneau, AK 99802.  You will receive the Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.  
***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of snail mail to save paper, time, money 
and view photos in color.   
To request this option email:  membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


