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JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY WILL HOLD THE FIRST FALL SEASON
GENERAL MEETING THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2011
Election! Juneau Audubon Society will elect officers in conjunction with the public meeting in
October. Our four officers serve a term of one year; so all officers need to be elected each year.
Nominations from the floor at the annual meeting are accepted for all positions. At this writing,
the candidates for 2011-2012 are: no one for president, no one for vice-president, Patty Rose for
treasurer, and Julie Koehler for secretary. Mark Schwan, who has served as president for the past
three years is stepping down. Jeff Sauer, who has been president and served more recently as vice
president, is also stepping down but will serve as the programs chairperson on the board. Please
contact any of the officers or board members if you would like to be on the ballot as a candidate
for any of the officer positions. It goes without saying, but it is critical that the chapter find people
to serve as president and vice president. Anyone wanting to know more about these positions
please call Mark Schwan at 789-9841 or any other board member.
Moreover, if anyone is interested in joining our board in one of our non-officer positions, we need
help, as we currently have one vacant committee chair. Gwen Baluss, who has served as field trips
chair, has offered to take over conservation, which is great because the conservation chairperson
takes the lead for the chapter on important environmental issues as they arise. This means that the
field trips is open. The person in this position organizes the spring birding field trips, the Saturday
Wild events, and assists on setting up the Berners Bay cruises.
Program in October: There will be another announcement in the October issue of the Raven
prior to our business and public meeting in October, but we plan to do our fall group “slide show”
again for our public program. This is where we ask everyone to bring about 10 images to share
with the group. These can center on something special you did during this past summer, or
something you did some time ago, or share whatever you might think the audience would find
interesting or fun. There is no theme, just bring some images to share with the group. We will
have a traditional slide projector as well as a computer and LCD projector.

Juneau Birding Notes, Spring and Summer 2011
by Mark Schwan
It seemed like a rather ordinary spring and summer for birding in the Juneau area, but as usual,
with the small cadre of local dedicated birders, some interesting birds were found. This short
article only highlights a few of the records from May through August. For a much more complete
picture of the seasonal status of birds in Juneau, readers are encouraged to visit eBird.org and
search the observational information therein. Also, Steve Heinl and Andy Piston, of Ketchikan,
continue to do a wonderful job collecting and reporting on bird observations throughout Southeast
Alaska. Their quarterly reports can be found at the Juneau Audubon Society website, under
regional birding information. With this in mind, here are a few of the more interesting Juneau
observations.
The only Cinnamon Teal report this year was of a single male seen at the mouth of the
Mendenhall River on May 15 (MS, PR, RG). A very nice find for Juneau was the Western Grebe
located near shore at Pt. Bridget State Park on August 6 (PS, BA). Juneau is perhaps the best place
in the state to find a Sora, so a bird calling at the Community Garden through late May was no
huge surprise (GB, many obs). One other bird was found at Moose Lake on May 30 (BP). A
briefly heard Upland Sandpiper on August 17 (GV) was our only local report. Paul Suchanek
found a great godwit duo when he discovered a Bar-tailed Godwit keeping company with a
Hudsonian Godwit out on the Wetlands on August 2nd. Other birders got to see and photograph
these striking birds. No Red Knots were found this spring, however, on August 21, and again on
August 23, a single juvenile Red Knot was found along the airport dike (PS, BA, CW, PR, GV).
Fall records are even rarer than spring records for this species.
Stilt Sandpipers made a relatively strong showing this August with individuals and small flocks
found at a variety of locations throughout the Juneau area (many obs.). The maximum number
seen at one time was 21 birds at the Fish Creek Delta on August 20 (PS). Very rare on inside
waters, 2 Red Phalaropes near the mouth of the Mendenhall River on May 16 was quite
exceptional (RG). An immature (first-cycle) Black-headed Gull was picked out from a group of
Bonaparte’s Gulls and Thayer’s Gulls at Eagle Beach on May 11 (MS). The bird was briefly
relocated the following day by a visiting birder/photographer (EW). There have been two prior
reports of this species in Juneau. Another unexpected find was the Ancient Murrelet seen from
the beach of Pt. Bridget SP on August 6 (PS, BA).
More records for Willow Flycatcher have come from the Juneau area than any other locale in the
state, so the bird found at Pt. Bridget SP on July 6, carried on the tradition (PS, MS, DM). The
only Hammond’s Flycatcher report came with a “fall” observation along the airport dike on
August 28 (CW). Likely the hottest songbird observation this season was the briefly seen and
heard Cape May Warbler near Auke Bay on May 26 (GV). Finally, the House Sparrow located
this past winter downtown, was found again on May 5 (GV) and July 2 (CW).
Contributors: Bev Agler, BA; Gwen Baluss, GB; Rich Gordon, RG; Deanna MacPhail, DM;
Bruce Paige, BP; Patty Rose, PR; Mark Schwan, MS; Paul Suchanek, PS; Gus van Vliet, GV;
Edwin Winkel, EW; Charlie Wright, CW.

HOW SOME JUNEAU AUDUBON BOARD MEMEMBERS SPENT
THE SUMMER
Alaska Landbird Monitoring System – broad scale sampling on the Tongass.
By Gwen Baluss
The 2011 season marks the 9th year of the
ALMS in Alaska, a state-wide study that
includes the Tongass and Chugach National
Forests. Participants expect the first analysis in
the next couple of years. The purpose of the
study is to detect possible large population
shifts of the common land bird species, and to
refine habitat associations for key species.
Examples in our area include Hermit, and
Varied Thrushes, Pacific-slope Flycatcher,
Golden-crowned Kinglet and Winter Wren.
The method is to visit randomly-selected
locations around the same date every other
year, to count every species seen and heard,
and note the habitat. Observers are trained in
identification and distance estimation. The
Tongass goal is to sample in 8 or 9 locations
per year.

Describing Golden-crowned Sparrow Habitat
Tana Ellis photo

While the study results could yield an interesting picture of bird populations, as a data collector for
the Tongass I can report a few observations from this season. These are anecdotal impressions, but
interesting none the less.
The productive cone crop that led to
high numbers of siskins and
crossbills in the spring was reflected
in the summer; places that usually
have a scattering of finches had more
groups. Attempting to count a
constantly moving group of crossbills
can be quite a challenge.
It also seemed to be a good year for
woodpeckers. One block, near
Windfall Lake on the Juneau trail
system, an area of about a half mile
squared, yielded at least 6 Redbreasted Sapsucker nests, a Hairy
Woodpecker nest, and a pair of
Olive-sided flycatcher, an uncommon local species,
breeding habitat found on an ALMS block.

American three-toed woodpeckers. A rare find was a three-toed nest on the Mansfield peninsula,
Admiralty Island.
It felt like a bust year for the Ruby-crowned Kinglet. A tiny species that tends to have large nest
clutches (up to 12!), they can have high fall mortality when the weather is poor. The current cool
and wet conditions are probably not helping their cycle.
Sometimes we detect species that are less common. We added two incidences of breeding season
Sandhill Cranes to our list, in muskeg areas of Zarembo and Kupreanof Islands. In the past, a
chick was seen on the Cleveland Peninsula, and June birds have been detected on Prince of Wales
and Kosciusko Islands. I believe the incidence of nesting cranes may be more widespread than our
regional bird lists would suggest, perhaps because they prefer large open peat bogs that are away
from frequent human traffic. Golden-crowned Sparrows are known by birders to sometimes
dwell in subalpine habitat, but have been rarely documented on previous regional bird studies.
Occasionally birds show up in unexpected habitats. Mew Gulls were again using a clearcut area
without any lake or ponds in June on the Yakutat Forelands. Normally wood-dwelling Winter
Wrens were singing from rock cracks far above tree line above Juneau’s Lemon Creek. Crossbills
and siskins were just as likely to be seen eating worms in alder stands as cones in hemlocks.
More bird-watching on the forest, from visitors out birding for fun to professionals doing studies,
are sure to yield more information, and give us a better baseline to track changes.

How I spent My Summer
Brenda Wright, Membership Chair
Now that I am retired from my full time job, I am able to be a trail guide for Gastineau Guiding.
During my career, my favorite part of my job was getting to walk in the woods. Guess what? Now
I get to do my favorite thing and still get paid for it!
The visitors that come to Juneau and want to see our forest and wildlife up close and personal are
terrific fun to spend some time with! I learn many interesting things from them and hopefully they
enjoy our forest ecosystem a little better for having experienced it first hand.
In all my spare time.... I did get a little fishing and some berry picking done. Hope you had a fun
summer too.

Birdwatching Northeastern Ohio
. Jeff Sauer, Vice President
Of the US destination-birding locales, Ohio has not in the past made the hotspot list. It has not
been, let us say, a birding hotspot like Florida, Southeast Arizona, southern Texas, or several
places here in Alaska. That, however, might be changing. In May I had a chance to check this out.
I was, for other reasons, planning to be in Ohio, and so scheduled a few days to go birding in
Northern Ohio, southern Michigan, and at Point Pelee on the northern shore of Lake Erie, in
Ontario. With my brother, camping gear, and a car, we first hit the Ohio’s western shore of Lake

Erie. It is not all that attractive, mostly farm country now, with a swath of forest along parts of the
shore. But these places, like Magee Marsh Wildlife Area, and the Black Swamp Birding
Observatory, were, at least at this time of the year, (May 14th for us) simply amazing.
The birds were amazing. And the people were almost as amazing. First the birds. This can best
be explained by the “Big Sit,” that we happened to stumble upon at Magee Marsh. For 17 years
now, as a fund raiser for the bird observatory there, is a guy who sits on a step ladder in a clearing
along the edge of the woods, and counts everything he can see during daylight hours (May 14,
2011). This year was typical: 96 species from this one spot, including 22 species of warblers.
With him on the ladder and always a few people milling around, it was great to just hang there,
because they were all calling out stuff as it appeared. And if you asked where the bird was, or
needed help identifying that particular warbler, the sitter or some other birder, would always gladly
help. It was a free lesson in eastern birds, and in particular eastern warblers.
Besides the clearing area there was boardwalk that runs for a half mile or so, in the swampy
woods. On the boardwalk and in nearby clearings there were birders, hundreds and hundreds of
them. Most were extremely knowledgeable, and the atmosphere was friendly, helpful, with real
camaraderie. Mixed in with everyone else were several commercial birding tour trips. Jon Dunn
was there with a group, and Ken Kaufmann was there (he lives in the area now, and his wife is
head of the bird observatory). The boardwalks were full of birders, and at points packed. We
hung at one point on the boardwalk where a Connecticut Warbler had been seen. We stayed in
that spot for 45 minutes. There were a couple hundred birders jam packed in, wanting to see this
particular warbler, watching and waiting. I had never birded with such a crowd before. But it was
fun. Eventually with all those experienced eyes, the suspect warbler appeared. But, also, while
waiting for the bird all kinds of other stuff was seen and called out. My brother and I spent a full
day there at Magee Marsh. Of note for me that day along that half mile were three warblers:
Connecticut Warbler, Mourning Warbler, and Bay-breasted Warbler, along with good looks
at an American Woodcock.
My brother and I managed to hit Magee Marsh on a peak spring migration day. These birds are
migrating up this flyway on their way to Canada to breed. Many of them stop before crossing
Lake Erie at this spot, hence the hot birding spot. On the other side of the lake in Canada is the
famous Pt. Pelee, where many land after crossing the lake. After a day and a half on the Ohio side
we drove a few hours around the west side of Lake Erie to Pt Pelee. Unfortunately for us the
weather turned to heavy rain and the much anticipated Pt Pelee was a bust. Blowing cold rain was
not conducive to birdwatching, and the birds were either not there or hunkered down, not to be
seen in any numbers.
Overall, the birding in this area warrants several days. It includes Northwestern Ohio: Magee
Marsh Wildlife area (an Ohio state refuge), Ottawa Natl. Wildlife Refuge (adjacent); In Ontario,
Pt. Pelee; and then a few hours north in Michigan is Kirtland’s Warbler territory (nests near
Grayling Michigan, winters in the Bahamas, and is seldom seen in between; Michigan Audubon
leads day trips to see this rare and endangered bird). The trip was interesting, fun, and
inexpensive. At the Juneau Audubon October meeting I hope to share some images of the trip and
more detail of how, what and where.

Gustavus and Glacier Bay, So Close, and Now, not So Far
Mark Schwan, President
Sometimes we forget to enjoy places right in
our “backyard.” This summer, with the new
ferry service to Gustavus, Debi and I decided
to take our car and camp at Bartlett Cove for
a few days and play tourist in the area. We
lucked out with great weather. On one of the
days, we took the day cruise up the west arm
of the bay to Tarr Inlet and Margerie Glacier.
The company that has the contract for the day
cruise offers a good deal for “locals” and
Margerie Glacier
Juneau residents qualify as locals. If there are
two of you taking the trip, you both can go for
the price of one ticket. Other cost-savings
measures include that it costs nothing to camp at
the Bartlett Cove campground, which is very
nice, and if you do take your car on the ferry,
you get a driver-goes-free discount. All of this
means you can visit a world-class destination for
reasonable costs.

Kittlitz’s Murrelet in Tarr Inlet

If you are traveling with a companion, the day cruise up the bay is hard to pass up. The birding
and overall wildlife viewing opportunities in Glacier Bay and Icy Strait are truly exceptional, even
for those that are not on multi-day back country wilderness excursions. So, next summer, think
about a quick visit.

Cormorants and Kittiwakes at South Marble Island

Tufted Puffin at South Marble Island

Wrangell Raven Report – September, 2011 By Bonnie Demerjian
Wrangell hosted its second annual Bear Fest during the last week of July. Speakers discussed all
aspects of bear ecology, genetics, conservation and management. Attendees also learned about the
bear’s role in transporting nutrients into the forest via salmon carcasses. Other events included
nature photography workshops, music, a marathon and film festival.
Observers were treated to a flock of about 200 Red-necked Phalaropes in front of downtown
Wrangell in late July. The birds were also reported on the Stikine River. A large flock of about
1000 was spotted near Tebenkof Bay, lower Chatham Strait, in late July.
Eurasian collared-doves continue to multiply here and now number in the 20s or more. They have
been observed feeding with both Rock Doves and Band-tailed Pigeons. A single bird was
reported up the Stikine River at the border in June.
Bill Neumann reports seeing a large (2000-4000) mixed flock of Barn Swallows with some Bank
Swallows at his cabin on Knig Slough on the Stikine. The birds started showing up at dusk in midAugust, at first about 200-400. Each evening more appeared until “there was a cloud filling the
whole valley, wing tip to wing tip. It was solid with birds.” The Knig Valley is about ½ mile wide
and 1-2 miles long. On August 28 they were all gone. He has Cliff and Barn Swallows that nest at
his cabin and says the birds seemed to wait until his birds were ready to leave. He says he took
hundreds of pictures but
because he is still at his cabin,
will send them later in the
month and so will be included
in October’s report.
Bill loves to feed Rufous
Hummingbirds, as do many
of us, but he certainly attracts
them in greater numbers than
some of us are accustomed to
see. He reports that with his
home-designed feeders, he fed
about 60 birds this summer at
his cabin and used 120 pounds
of sugar. This isn’t a record,
however. In past years he has
fed over 100 hummers who
sipped up 135 pounds of sugar.

Rufous Hummingbirds at Bill Neumann’s Stikine River feeder,
Photo by Bill Neumann Bonnie Demerjian

Despite the dismal past month, not to mention the rest of the summer, a few warblers are still
around. Orange-crowned and Townsend’s were spotted last week as was the occasional Rufous
Hummingbird. Our summer visitors might have the right idea, though. Migration is looking better
and better.

Chuck Will’s Widow By Prill (Isleib) Mollick Smoky Mountains, N.C.
Chuck Will’s Widow. What an odd name for a bird. But it tells you its name. Although I had
never heard one before, it told me what it was. In early June, about the time of the dawns early
light. The air was still. The nights Katydids had stopped their rasping sound, and the daytime
cicada had not started their buzzing. The silence of the woodland was broken by the loud
persistent call of “Chuck Will’s Widow”, “Chuck Will’s Widow”. It was repeated several times.
They are reddish brown finely marked with black, throat and chin are brown. Male has white on
outer tail feathers. They are 11 to 12 inches long, have large flat heads and an enormous mouth.
It captures food in its wide gaping mouth, both moths, small birds, and large insects caught
in flight and swallowed whole.
For a daytime courtship routine, the male confidently struts or sidles up to the female with his
body plumage puffed up, wings drooping, and tail outspread; moves with jerky actions and a few
calls for good measure. (How could she resist such adoring drama?)
They are nocturnal and usually rest on the ground during the day. Their coloring makes them
nearly invisible to predators. For nesting the eggs are laid directly on a depression of leaf carpeted
ground on the forest floor. Incubation is about 20 days, young leave the nest about 17 days
after hatching.
They are found mostly in the southeastern states during summer months and winter in southern
Florida and many depart for the tropics and subtropics by late September.

Juneau’s August Saturday Wild
Chiska Derr led about 15 folks on the
very interesting Saturday Wild Lichen
walk. It was a beautiful day out by the
Glacier. The short walk along the trail
introduced those of us on the walk, to a
multitude of lichens. She identified
many that were on the trail, beside the
trail on the ground, on the bushes and
on the trees.
Thanks Chiska for a very interesting
and informative walkil

Posted on Eaglechat by: "Paul Suchanek"
Sep 5, 2011 4:19 pm (PDT)
This afternoon (Monday 9/05) there was a juvenile Pied-billed Grebe on the pond near
the parking lot at Fish Creek (no need to go over the foot bridge). It generally stayed out
in the open near the middle of the pond (although they sometimes can be hard to see).
Patty Rose also spotted a Western Tanager which was flycatching from snags in the
near right hand side of the pond along with some Yellow-rumped Warblers. There were
also lots of gulls lower down in the creek although I didn't spot any unusual ones save for
some California Gulls. Way out on the far side of the channel at the sand bars there was
an adult and a juvenile Caspian Tern. A lingering Stilt and a Solitary Sandpiper were
also reported from the Airport Dike trail today although I didn't see them (or look for
them).

Spring shorebirds around Juneau.
Photographs by Edwin Winkel
Edwin Winkel, a photographer from the Netherlands, specializing in birds visited Juneau
again this past May. He kindly provided these photographs for our newsletter. They are
terrific pictures and highlight some of our great shorebirds that can be seen in Juneau.
Solitary Sandpiper, Mendenhall
Wetlands, May 11, 2011, Edwin Winkel

Rock Sandpiper, Portland Island, May
12, 2011; Edwin Winkel

Marbled Godwits, Mendenhall Wetlands, May 14, 2011; Edwin Winkel

Killdeer, horse stables, May 10,
2011; Edwin Winkel

WEB OPPORTUNITIES
****New Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird photographs that are free to use for
educational and conservation purposes – www.naturebob.com
*************************
SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY
Sub-regional Compilers: Steven C. Heinl, 2603 4th Avenue, Ketchikan, AK 99901
Andrew W. Piston, P. O. Box 1116, Ward Cove, AK 99928
This publication has wonderful bird photos and information. If you want to be put on Steve
Heinl's mailing list to receive this summary and to contribute, you can contact him
at: steve.heinl@alaska.gov
**************************
If you are interested in additonal information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see
more information: http://www.aba.org/nab< http://www.aba.org/nab> . The seasonal reports cover all
of North America and give excellent overviews of unusual numbers of particular species (high or low),
early or late dates of occurrence, changes in status, and rare finds for each region.
**************************
There is also an extensive list of all bird sightings entered in eBird (www.ebird.org <
http://www.ebird.org/> )

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Alternatives for SE Transportation System
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, Southeast Region Planning, has developed
a Scoping Report as part of the process for the Southeast Alaska Transportation Plan (SATP)
update. This Scoping Report can be found on the Alaska DOT&PF Website at the following
address: http://dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/satp/index.shtml
The purpose of this document is to present a set of alternatives for the transportation system in
Southeast Alaska that the department is considering. The public is invited to review and provide
comments, suggestions, and ideas. Deadline for comments is November 4, 2011.
Marie Heidemann
Non-Motorized Planner
Alaska DOT&PF - Southeast Region, P.O. Box 112506, Juneau, Alaska 99811-2506
Phone: (907)-465-1775, Email: marie.heidemann@alaska.gov

Juneau Residents: Municipal Election October 4th.
There is an initiative to Amend the Code of the City and Borough of Juneau by Adding a
Tax of $.15 Per Bag on All Plastic Shopping Bags Provided by Retailers at the Point of Sale.
Please exercise your right as a citizen and vote in the upcoming Municipal election on October 4.
We hope you are willing to vote and make your choices known.
Thank you!

Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators
President: Mark Schwan,
Vice-President: Jeff Sauer,
Secretary: Julie Koehler,
Treasurer: Patty Rose,
Programs:
Membership: Brenda Wright, 789-4656,
Education: Kevin O'Malley,
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Field Trips: Gwen Baluss,
Raven Editor: Mary Lou King, 789-7540,
At-large: Mark Anderson,
At-large: Merrill Jensen,
Public Market:
Web Master: George Utermohle,
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National Audubon Society Membership Application
For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please mail this
form to: National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6714
You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter The
Raven.
$20 (1-year introductory rate) ____$15 (1-year student/senior rate) ___$30 Basic
renewal___
Name_______________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________
Telephone number_______________________
____My check for $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me A51 7XCH

Local Audubon Society Membership Application
If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above
and send $10 (1-year membership) to: Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO
Box 21725, Juneau, AK 99802. You will receive the Juneau Chapter newsletter The
Raven.
***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of snail mail to save paper, time,
money and view photos in color.
To request this option email: membership@juneau-audubon-society.org

