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Free Public lecture by Dr. Nils Warnock of Audubon Alaska
Thursday, March 10, 2011, at 7 p.m. UAS Egan Lecture Hall (Room 112)
Come and meet Dr. Nils Warnock, the new Executive Director of Audubon Alaska. Nils
will talk about Audubon Alaska’s projects and plans, and then segue into one of his
favorite topics: shorebird migration and conservation. Drawing on his extensive
Steve Maslowski

field research in Alaska and beyond, Nils will focus on the migration of Alaska shorebirds
like Western Sandpipers, Dunlin, and Bar-tailed Godwits.
Drawing from his experience tagging and following these amazing birds, Nils will discuss
the threats these species face, including loss of habitat, climate change, and a variety of
other factors. Please join us on March 10 and stay after the lecture to meet Nils and enjoy
cookies and punch.

Tracks & Signs: March 12th, Meet at Fish Creek (8.3 mile North Douglas
Highway) at 10 a.m. to noon. Look for River Otter and Beaver sign. Leader Kevin OMalley
April 9, 10-12, Brotherhood Bridge Trail

POWERPOINT DVD WITH BIRDS IN ACTION LIKE YOU
HAVE NEVER SEEN BEFORE
Bob Armstrong author of Guide to the Birds of Alaska, has generously put together a collection of
amazing photos of the most common birds in Southeast Alaska. He has given Juneau Audubon
permission to give this DVD as a gift to school classrooms in Southeast Alaska. Students will be able to
view birds they already know as well as learn to identify many more, see where they live by the habitat in
the background of the photos, see how they use their talons, feed their young and many, many more things
they can see, discuss and learn about in these photos. The photos only have the name of the bird, so a
bird guide, Bob's particularly, will be needed for in-depth knowledge about each bird.
If any of you know teachers in your town who have access to computers with PowerPoint Programs,
who would be excited to have and share this DVD with other teachers in their schools; send a
request for the DVD to raven@juneau-audubon-society.org or mail to: Juneau Audubon Society,
P.O. Box 021725, Juneau, AK 99802.

BERNERS-BAY

2011 Cruising for Wildlife

Juneau Audubon Society will sponsor three 2011 cruises to Berners Bay this year. On Saturday, April 23th
at 8:30 a.m and April 30th 8:30 a.m and 1:30p.m. The vessel departs Statters Harbor below DeHarts.
Audubon members will be on board to act as naturalist guides.
Steller sea lions, harbor seals, bald
eagles, humpback whale,
And tens of thousands of gulls are just
some of the species
Observed around this time each year.
Tickets for the 4-hour cruise will be
available at Hearthside
beginning the last week of March.
Student rates are available for UAS
and JDHS Students. Don’t miss it:
the Juneau Audubon Berners Bay
cruises for 2011, Saturday, April
23th and April 30th.

Ed Grossman
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Scouting Trip in the Northern Andes of Central Colombia By Deanna MacPhail
Late Nov. early Dec. I, along with three other birders and a guide from Ecuador, participated in a scouting
trip in the northern Andes of Central Colombia. We visited parks, reserves and six preserves managed by
Pro Aves, a Colombian organization whose purpose is to protect habitat especially critical to threatened or
near-threatened species. Our interest,
along with seeing as many birds as
possible, was to evaluate the travel
experience for a commercial trip. And
it was a very interesting experience.
Concerns about safety of travel in
Colombia are about the same as any
other South American country: pay
attention to where you are, where your
stuff is, and what you’re doing.
Common sense and a modicum of
Spanish, (sadly lacking in my case,
this is why I don’t travel alone!), go a
long way towards making your trip a
good one. We had no negative
occurances of any kind, due to human
behavior. We were, however, completely at the mercy of the weather.
This was an extremely wet season. Entire hillsides slid
onto roads; roads were themselves washed away, and
birds are somewhat less likely to forage in heavy
downpours. So, I felt right at home spending most days
in raingear.
Even so, we managed to see over 400 species and a
goodly number of endemics.
And this
was not
within
the mosttraveled
birding
areas that
allnever
My
little

Citron-throated Toucan
the tour companies currently use. It was an
together exciting and fun trip, highlighted by
quite knowing what we would run across next.
preferred mode of travel. So many species, so
time.

White-mantled Barbet
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February Birding Notes for Juneau
By Mark Schwan
Weather conditions substantially affected birding activities
during the month but those venturing out or keeping tuned into
opportunities when they arose found a few very noteworthy
birds. Two vagrants continued to stay put and one disappeared
early in the month. Here are the highlights. Again, the
criterion for inclusion is based on a status of rare, or rarer for
the winter season on the Juneau checklist. Thanks to those
birders submitting observations to eBird, which served as the
source for the information herein.

Pine Grosbeak

By Patty Rose

Hooded Merganser; perhaps no longer rare in Juneau during the winter, this species seems to be much
more obvious here in the winter. There were many observations during the month, with a maximum of
four individuals in the lower Mendenhall River on 2/17 (DM). Single Sharp-shinned Hawks were seen
at Auke Bay on 2/5 (GV) and at Point Bridget State Park on 2/6 (PR, PS). There were several
observations of Northern Goshawks scattered throughout the area. There was one downtown on 2/10
(GV), one at Auke Bay on 2/21 (GV), and one at the glacier forelands on 2/26 (PS). Eurasian CollaredDoves were hanging tight at the expected locations, with small numbers reported in the Meadow Lane –
Radcliffe Road areas (DJ, GV). The Northern Hawk Owl that has brought much pleasure for local
birders over the past several months, was seen at Brotherhood Park on 2/6 (DJ) and 2/7 (GV) but the bird
was not seen after that. Short-eared Owls were again
locatable near the golf course (PR, GV) and along the
airport dike, with a maximum of five seen on 2/12 (GV).
Downy Woodpecker is not an easy bird to find, and the
only reports for the month came from Auke Bay on 2/22
(GV) and from Thane Road where a bird was quite loyal
to a suet feeder (RA). An exciting find came on 2/21
when three Horned Larks were found along the airport
dike (GV). This represents the first known local winter
record for this species. The Spotted Towhee continued
to stay put through the month at Paul Suchanek’s north
Douglas Island feeder. Rare sparrow accounts included a
Lincoln’s
Sparrow on
Downy Woodpecker
By Bob Armstrong
2/13 near the
airport (DJ), and another report of the Harris’s Sparrow at
Sandy Beach, Douglas on 2/13 (PS). Finally, on 2/10, Gus
van Vliet found a male House Sparrow at the corner of
Whittier and Willoughby Streets, downtown. This is the first
record for this species in Juneau. The bird was subsequently
seen in this same location on 2/12 (GV, PR), on 2/13 (PS),
House Sparrow
By Patty Rose
and on 2/16 (DM).
Contributors: Robert Armstrong, RA; Doug Jones, DJ; Deanna MacPhail, DM; Patty Rose, PR; Paul
Suchanek, PS; Gus van Vliet, GV.
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FEBRUARY BIRDING NOTES FROM KETCHIKAN-By Teri Hoyt
The icy grip of winter continues to keep bird numbers down even here in Alaska's southernmost
community.
I'm lucky to live in one of the more sunnier areas of our island; a sort of oasis amidst the
surrounding frozen snow covered countryside.
Dozens of Varied Thrushes and quite a few American Robins have flocked to these snow free
grassy spots and even a couple Wilson's Snipe have been seen this month.
Several Hairy Woodpeckers and a few Red-breasted Sapsuckers were found on the sunnier side of
trees.
Small flocks of Bohemian Waxwings have frequented certain areas in town though out the winter.
A Greater Yellowlegs was spotted again on 2-24, most likely one of the few individuals of this species
ever to over-winter in Alaska instead of migrating through around mid-April from as far as southern South
America!
Still lingering south of town at Herring Cove, the Brewer's Blackbird and the Rusty Blackbird
are always curious to emerge from the brush when seed is scattered.
A few Tree Sparrows have been spotted and a Sharp-shinned Hawk has been hunting near a seed feeder
the past few weeks.
A dozen colorful Pine Grosbeaks and a rare Short-eared Owl were seen in the vicinity of our airport on
Gravina Island!
At least one beautiful Snow Bunting cooperated for photographers in the Mountain Point area on the 20th
of this month.
Three Eurasian Collared-Doves were seen in the same neighborhood a few days before.
I remind myself that Spring arrives just a few weeks from now and I will keep a watch for Trumpeter
Swans, some of our first northbound migrants flying low over the channel and anticipate the warmer
longer days ahead after enduring another Alaskan winter!

Great Backyard Bird Count Results from Alaska
By Paul Suchanek
The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) was held all across the United States and Canada from February
17 to 21, 2011. During the count period, bird watchers were encouraged to get out and count birds in their
backyards as well as local parks or other favorite birding areas and then submit their counts online at the
website: http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/
During the 2011 count, 458 checklists were submitted from communities scattered across the state of
Alaska. On these checklists, a total of 53,370 birds were reported representing 118 species. The most
widespread species was Common Raven, appearing on 269 checklists, while Black-capped Chickadee,
Black-billed Magpie, Bald Eagle, and Red-breasted Nuthatch rounded out the top five most widely
reported species. The top five species for highest number of birds reported, however, comprised a
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completely different list: Rock Sandpiper (7,594), Glaucouswinged Gull (5,677), Pine Siskin (3,510), Common Redpoll
(2,923), and Surf Scoter (2,849). Rock Sandpiper were
counted on only eight checklists of which three checklists from
Homer accounted for 7,250 birds - obviously a flocking
species! One of the more interesting high species counts was
the 1,000 Willow Ptarmigan reported on a checklist from
Togiak.
From Southeast Alaska, a total of 138 checklists were
submitted with the communities of Juneau (including Auke
Bay and Douglas), Sitka, Gustavus, and Haines submitting the bulk of the checklists. The best diversity
was reported from Gustavus where a total of 68 species were reported from only 19 checklists, although
Sitka reported 65 species from 38 checklists. New to the GBBC for Alaska was Eurasian Collared-Dove,
which were reported from Juneau, Sitka, Petersburg, and Gustavus. Some other GBBC rarities reported
from Southeast Alaska included Eurasian Wigeon (Sitka), Yellow-billed Loon (Douglas), Wilson's Snipe
(Gustavus), Horned Puffin (2 - Sitka), American Pipit (Gustavus), Spotted Towhee (Douglas), Lapland
Longspur (3 - Gustavus) and White-throated Sparrow (Sitka).
There are now 14 years of GBBC data which are or can be summarized and mapped in a variety of
interesting ways at the website. For example, the northern cardinal was the most widespread GBBC
species in 2011, it was reported on over 43,000 checklists! Taken together, this checklist information
provides an excellent snapshot of February bird distribution in North America and results will be used by
researchers in conjunction with Christmas Bird Count counts to better understand wintering bird
populations.

The Northern Cardinal By Prill (Isleib) Mollick
Smoky Mountains, N.C.
The Northern Cardinal is a welcome sight at the feeders. The brilliant red colors of the Cardinal along
with his chant of “Cheer-Cheer-Cheer” will brighten up any winter day.
They feed on fruit, insects, and seeds,(especially sunflower seeds). I was surprised Last winter when a
male cardinal came and perched on the peanut butter-suet log and ate for a while. The male is bright red
with a crested head, a black face and throat, and a stout conical bill. The female is light brown with a
touch of red on her wings and crest.
The male and female stay together during the nesting season. During courtship, the male is known to feed
seeds to the female beak-to-beak. While the female builds the nest, typically on low tree branches or a
bush, the male sings to her. They both feed the young.
Years ago a nest was built on a low branch of an old maple tree. One night something got into the nest.
In the morning the nesting materials and several feathers were scattered on the ground. The female was
no where to be seen. For over a week the male cardinal came to the branch, or flew around the area, and
called throughout the day, with a “chip”-“chip” call. He was mourning the loss of his nesting mate. It
was so sad to witness that.
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The male and female will sing to each other in delightful song. The male also sings to defend nesting
territory with a loud song and angry cries that is meant to worn other male cardinals to stay away. It will
attack intruding males. It will fight or peck at its own reflection! It is the oddest thing to watch a cardinal
peck, time after time, at a shiny hubcap where he sees his image. It’s most amusing to see him peck at (or
attack) his reflection in our windows.
It is no wonder that such a beautiful bird is the official state bird of several eastern states, it is often the
subject of artists, and is pictured in so many greeting cards.

(Ed. Note: Prill lived in Juneau for several years before moving back to North Carolina. Pete Isleib, her
brother, who was killed in fishing related accident several years ago, was one of Alaska's best known and
admired birder and fisherman. I have asked Prill to let us know about birds where she now lives.
When my children, who grew up in Juneau, first saw a Cardinal, they thought they had found "a red blue
jay".)

From Eaglechat: On Feb 18, 2011, at 5:53 PM, Matt Goff wrote:
This winter has been one of high Varied Thrush numbers around Sitka. Several times I've seen
large loose flocks while wandering around in the woods. It's difficult to count given the forested
habitat, how loosely flocked they tend to stay, and their tendency to only move one or two at a
time, but I'm sure there's been 40+ (perhaps many more) on more than one occasion. In most past
years it seems like there's a few around through the winter, but nowhere near as many as this year.
Perhaps they have now started moving inland and/or north.

Posted by: "Paul Suchanek"
Fri Feb 18, 2011 5:40 pm (PST)
I had a flock of at least 7 Varied
Thrushes today on the Outer Point
trail. It was tough to count them since
it was in the forest along the beach,
and there could have even been a
dozen or more. Seems like this was an
early migrant flock.
It was high tide and there was also a
massive scoter flock in the bay of
perhaps 2000 birds, mostly surfs, but some white-winged and about 5 Black Scoters. I could occasionally
hear the calls of the male Black Scoters. Lots of other diving ducks also.
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Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators
President: Mark Schwan,
president@juneau-audubon-society.org
Vice-President: Jeff Sauer,
vice-president@juneau-audubon-ociety.org
Secretary: Julie Koehler,
secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org
Treasurer: Patty Rose,
treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org
Programs:
programs@juneau-audubon-society.org
Membership: Brenda Wright, 789-4656,
membership@juneau-audubon-society.org
Education: Kevin O'Malley,
education@juneau-audubon-society.org
Conservation: Deborah Kearns
conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org
Field Trips: Gwen Baluss,
field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org
Raven Editor: Mary Lou King, 789-7540,
raven@juneau-audubon-society.org
At-large: Mark Anderson,
at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org
At-large: Merrill Jensen,
at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org
Public Market:
public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org
Web Master: George Utermohle, webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org
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National Audubon Society Membership Application
For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please mail this form to:
National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6714
You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.
$20 (1-year introductory rate) ____$15 (1-year student/senior rate) ___$30 Basic renewal___
Name_______________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________
Telephone number_______________________
____My check for $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me A51 7XCH

Local Audubon Society Membership Application
If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above and
send $10 (1-year membership) to: Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box
21725, Juneau, AK 99802. You will receive the Juneau Chapter news letter The Raven.

***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of snail mail to save paper,
time, money and view photos in color. To request this option email:
membership@juneau-audubon-society.org
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