
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Public lecture by Nick Hajdukovich 
Thursday, January 13, 2011 at 7pm UAS Egan Room 221 

 

The Raven 
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The mission of Juneau Audubon Society is to conserve the 
natural ecosystems of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, 
other wildlife and their habitats for the benefit and 
enjoyment of current and future generations. 

http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org 

While working for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife service this summer, I had the opportunity to spend roughly 
30 days camping in a remote group of hills north of Kotzebue called the Kakagrak Hills. Luke DeCicco and 
I called this place home for most of June and our purpose was to survey for any Red Knots in the area. 
Little is known about the subspecies of Red Knot (Calidris cantus rosalaari) that breeds in the area and we 
were responsible for recording any observations we made on all knots that we found. Before this trip I had 
never seen a Red Knot in breeding plumage and this job gave me the opportunity to see hundreds. While 
searching for these elusive birds, Luke and I lugged cameras around and took photos of almost everything 
that we saw. Along with the 100 species of birds that we found in the area, we also identified and           
documented many species of butterflies and moths including one moth that                                                 
was previously known to occur only as far west as central Yukon, Canada.                                             
Muskoxen were a common sight from our camp and the local sow grizzly                                                 
bear with two cubs always kept us on our toes. The experience that I had                                                   
this summer is one that I will never forget and I hope that my photos and                                                         
stories will give you a little idea of what it was like.  

     American Tree Sparrow 

       Red Knot             Nick Hajdukovich 



 

 

Tracks & Signs January 22 from 10 a.m. – 12 Noon –  West Glacier Trail 
Tracks & Signs will meet at the West Glacier Trailhead. The goal is to find some Lagomorph tracks and signs. 
Is there a difference between browsing and grazing? Do some animals in our area practice eating thier own scat, 
if so why? Come to Tracks & Signs and find out. 
 
Dress for the weather. Children must be accompanied by adult. No dogs please. 
 

14th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count -- February 18-21, 2011                                     
Bird watchers coast to coast are invited to take part in the 14th annual Great Backyard Bird Count Friday, 
February 18 through Monday, February 21, 2011. Participants in the free event will join tens of thousands of 
volunteers of all levels of birding experience to count birds in their own backyards, local parks or wildlife 
refuges.   More information is available at www.birdcount.org. 

 
White Tail Deer  By Prill (Isleib) Mollick  --  Smoky Mountains, N.C. 
 
On Christmas morning it started snowing.  While looking out the window, we observed three deer, a 
mother and two half grown young.  They were on the neighbors lawn, just on the other side of our 
lane.  They stayed there for almost an hour.  They were feeding on the acorns that were quite 
numerous from this past fall.  With the snow falling, the scene looked as pretty and peaceful as a 
greeting card. 
 
The white-tailed deer can be found in southern Canada and most of the lower 48 States. They are 
herbivores, and graze on most available plant foods.   When a white-tailed deer is alarmed, it may 
stomp its hooves and snort to warn other deer. It may also "flag" or raise its tail and show its white 
underside.  
 
One day, growing up in Connecticut, my brother Pete carried home a small fawn.   In his teenage years 
he spent a lot of time in the woods as he prepared for his scout badges and as he studied birds and 
nature in general.   He had come upon the lone fawn and watched it and listened to the forest sounds 
for a long time but there was no mother anywhere.  Dog tracks near by appeared to indicate that the 
mother must have been chased away.   
 
The small spotted fawns’ tiny hooves made a “click, click, clicking” sound on the tiled floor of our 
front room.  It showed no fear as it curiously walked about the room.  Our mother was always 
fascinated with, and willing to help care for the little wild things that Pete would often bring home.   
 
Since we would not have been allowed to keep it or properly care for it, the county game warden was 
called and notified about the fawn.  A little while later the game warden came and took the fawn to a 
Deer Farm for injured-convalescing or orphaned animals.  We knew that’s where it would be safe 
from predators.  
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

Juneau’s 2010 Christmas Bird Count -- Compiled by Gus van Vliet and Mark Schwan 
 

The Juneau Christmas Bird Count for 
2010 was held on December 18.  
Weather was cold, with temperatures 
ranging from the high teens to low 20s.  
The day saw blue skies, dry, icy 
conditions, and light breezes in much of 
the area but with stronger winds and 
rough water in portions of Stephens 
Passage, which affected the counts of 
water birds off of Outer Point.  We had 
34 participants in the field and several 
feeder watchers, with a number of field 
observers also doubling up to catch birds 
at their feeders.  We had one intrepid 
observer (Merrill Jensen) doing kayak 
duty and Jeff Sauer led a search team for ptarmigan near the Mendenhall Glacier. 

Preliminary results show 70 species for the count day and an extraordinary 17 additional species found during count 
week.  The total count of birds on count day, 7,952, was below average, and was likely driven by low counts of 

certain marine species due in part to poor conditions in Stephens Passage, and the persistent 
cold weather leading up to our count period.  All the common species that have been seen 
on the 37 previous counts were found once again, and there were many interesting birds 
present through our count week, although not all could be found on our count day. 

Highlights included the Spotted 
Towhee which continued to be 
present at Paul Suchanek’s feeder, 
the Anna's Hummingbird  that 
continued to survive at Patty 
Rose’s feeder due to her heroic 
efforts to keep the sugar water 
thawed, two White-throated 

Sparrows, and 9 Eurasian Collared Doves.  A Mourning 
Dove was reported with details by Larry West, which is a 
new species to our cumulative CBC list.  The Northern  
Hawk Owl, present in our area for a month, was seen during 
the week, and the Harris’s Sparrow at Sandy Beach, found by Patty Rose well before the count, continued to be 
present through the count week but went missing on count day. Deborah Rudis reported a Peregrine Falcon in the 
valley early in the count week. The Barrow’s X Common Goldeneye hybrid, a most unusual bird found previously 
by Paul Suchanek, was seen on count day.  We had new high counts for Gadwall, American Robin, Varied 
Thrush, and White-throated Sparrow.  New low counts were had for Barrow’s Goldeneye and Surf Scoter, likely 
for reasons stated above. 

As usual, the tally of birds and potluck was held at Mark Schwan and Debi Ballam’s home.  The food contributions 
were tremendous and it was a great way to end the day.  Thanks to all who participated.  The results of our count will 
be entered online to National Audubon sometime in early January. 

Patty Rose 

            Harris's Sparrow                     Patty Rose 



Juneau Christmas Bird Count Results,  

December 18, 2010 

Species 
                    

Number 
Canada Goose 806 
Gadwall 57 
Eurasian Wigeon 1 
American Wigeon 305 
Mallard 1,456 
Northern Pintail cw 
Green-winged Teal 46 
Canvasback cw 
Ring-necked Duck cw 
Greater Scaup 33 
Lesser Scaup 2 

Unidentified Scaup 216 
Harlequin Duck 55 
Surf Scoter 157 
White-winged Scoter 25 
Long-tailed Duck 2 
Bufflehead 85 
Common Goldeneye 147 
Barrow's Goldeneye 68 
Common X Barrow’s Goldeneye hybrid 1 

Unidentified Goldeneyes 53 
Hooded Merganser 7 
Common Merganser 97 
Red-breasted Merganser 41 

Unidentified Mergansers 1 
Red-throated Loon 2 
Pacific Loon 2 
Common Loon 6 
Yellow-billed Loon 1 
Horned Grebe 10 
Red-necked Grebe 18 

Unidentified Grebes 1 
Pelagic Cormorant 11 
Great Blue Heron 9 
Bald Eagle (112 adults; 6 immatures) 118 
Sharp-shinned Hawk cw 
Merlin cw 
Peregrine Falcon cw 
Killdeer cw 
Black Turnstone 35 
Dunlin cw 
Wilson's Snipe cw 
Mew Gull 145 
Herring Gull 7 
Glaucous-winged Gull 1,332 
Gl.-winged x Herring Gull hyb. 1 

Unidentified Gulls 11 
Common Murre cw 
Pigeon Guillemot cw 
Marbled Murrelet 58 
Mourning Dove 1 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 9 
Rock  Pigeon 122 
Northern Hawk Owl  cw 
Anna's Hummingbird  1 
Belted Kingfisher 4 
Downy Woodpecker cw 
Hairy Woodpecker 3 
American Three-toed Woodpecker cw 
Northern Flicker  1 

Unidentified Woodpeckers 1 
Northern Shrike 2 
Steller's Jay 77 
Black-billed Magpie 62 
Northwestern Crow 311 
Common Raven 409 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee 95 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 
Brown Creeper 3 
Pacific Wren 12 
American Dipper 12 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 75 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 
American Robin 24 
Varied Thrush 11 
European Starling 3 
American Pipit cw 
Bohemian Waxwing 116 
Spotted Towhee 1 
American Tree Sparrow 21 
Fox Sparrow 4 
Song Sparrow 13 
Lincoln's Sparrow 1 
White-throated Sparrow 2 
Harris's Sparrow cw 
White-crowned Sparrow 3 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 1 
Dark-eyed Junco (280 Ore; 59 Sl; 82 unk) 421 
Snow Bunting 4 
Rusty Blackbird 16 
Pine Grosbeak 10 
Red Crossbill 89 
White-winged Crossbill cw 
Common Redpoll 8 
Pine Siskin 573 
  
TOTAL SPECIES (count day) 70 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS  7,952 

 

Cw = Count Week only (Dec. 15-21)  but not seen on the 
count day– 17 species, which is a record. 

Total species for count week was 87 



 
 

KETCHIKAN CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RESULTS - by Teri Hoyt 
 December 18th was a beautiful sunny day here with temperatures hovering around freezing 
and light winds. 
  
Andy Piston again took on the task of organizing the count and compiling the data, and in fact 
these are still preliminary numbers as this goes to press! 
  
We had a total of 83 species on count day and 90 species tallied for count week here in 
Ketchikan! There were 25 observers in 15 groups searching our area for birds! 
  
There were quite a few Varied Thrushes and Robins about and remarkably three Anna's 
Hummingbirds were seen!! 
  
We had a great showing of sparrows again this year with practically very possible variety for our 
area recorded, including, Swamp Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, White-
throated Sparrow and even House Sparrow!!  
  
A single Yellow-rumped Warbler lingered around for the count and a Purple Finch was also 
observed! 
  
The first ever Ketchikan CBC record Greater Yellowlegs was made!!!! This bird remained here 
for several days and I was thrilled to spot this rarity just a quarter mile from my house near 
Saxman. 
  
Seems as if Eurasian Collared-Doves are here to stay as a few small groups were seen in several 
places on our road system!!  
  
Both a Brewer's Blackbird and a Rusty Blackbird were found south of town at their regularly 
visited feeding station. 
  
Although dozens of Bonaparte's Gulls were seen just before count week, none were found during 
that time period, but a Glaucous Gull was discovered! A Brandt's Cormorant and a Pigeon 
Guillemot were seen during count week ! 
  
Both Bohemian Waxwing and Cedar Waxwing were found and a Red-tailed Hawk and a 
Sharp-shinned Hawk were also counted! 
  
Overall, it was another successful count by the very dedicated birders of Ketchikan and everyone 
had a perfectly wonderful winter day enjoying this fun hobby which is so important to add to the 
CBC data that has been kept for over 100 years! 
  
 I hope everyone enjoys a happy and healthy new year and......... keep on birding!! 
  
 
. 

Sitka CBC highlights Posted on Eaglechat by: "Matt Goff" Mon Jan 3, 2011 
12:56 am ( 
The 2010 Christmas Bird Count in Sitka was held on the second day of the new year. 



 
It was hard to argue with the weather - temperatures were in the 40s, a light rain fell from time to 
time, and there was a bit of wind, but overall it seemed to be pretty decent compared to some 
years past.  Nearly 70 species were recorded on count day (with not all reports in yet), including 
several somewhat unusual species. 
 
4 woodpeckers: Red-breasted Sapsucker, Hairy and Downy plus a handful of Northern 
Flickers - Downy seems to be much less common here than Hairy, though neither they, nor 
sapsuckers have been reported very frequently on the bird count. 
 
A Yellow-billed Loon near No. Thorofare Bay to go along with the more typical Pacific and 
Common Loons.  A Pied-billed Grebe (first for count day, previous CW record) seen in No. 
Thorofare Bay; also several Red-necked and Horned Grebes, but no Western Grebe this year.  
Spotted Sandpiper (has shown up on a handful of previous counts) at Halibut Point Rec.   

 

White-throated Sparrow (same one as has been around for a few weeks) 
to go along with more typical White-crowned, Golden-crowned, Song, 
and Fox Sparrows. 

 A flock of about 30 Phalaropes (presumably Red-necked - they were 
reported as black and white shorebirds that landed on the water - as long-
time fishermen and island commuters, the observers were familiar with 
phalaropes from other times of year, but didn't know what to think since 

phalaropes were not on the provided checklist and they are not super experienced birders 
generally. I asked about Black Turnstones, but they were certain the birds landed on the water - 
something I've not heard of turnstones doing - especially when land is available nearby). 
 
A Western Screech Owl, Merlin, and Sharp-shinned Hawk (CW) to round out the raptors non-
Bald Eagle division (speaking of which - there was a distinct lack of immature Bald Eagles noted 
this year - has that been the case elsewhere?) 
 
Over 40 Red-breasted Mergansers - a fairly high count for Sitka. Unless late reports change this 
- notably lacking were any Hooded Mergansers - present in small numbers most winters over the 
past 30 years, they've been pretty much absent the last 3 or 4 winters (including this one).  2 of the 
3 American Coots that have been wintering here were spotted.  5 Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were reported out Halibut Point Road. 
 
Other interesting-for-Sitka-in-winter birds that have been seen within the last week or so, but not 
yet during count week include Bohemian Waxwing, Black Oystercatcher, Rock Sandpiper, and 
Northern Shoveler. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Interesting Summaries of two Christmas Bird Counts From Our Canada Neighbors 

Haines Junctions -- Excellent turnout of 20 people.Large groups of redpolls and white-winged 
crossbills. The one dipper is back at Pine creek again this count. Two species of ptarmigan seen on 
Auriol ski trail but Willows are at low elevation as well.Wolf Riedl's feeder has 2 hatch year white-
crowned sparrows hanging out. Northern Shrike seen at Libby Anderson's feeder and Todd Heakes had 
a Boreal owl for count week. A high count of Dark-eyed Juncos of 68. Potluck again at the Freese's 
home. 

Total Number of Birds = 1742, Total Species = 23 

 

Teslin Christmas Bird Count Summary – 2010 - The 2010 Teslin CBC was held on December 
18th; the temperature was -27 C and the weather was mostly cloudy.  Feeders within the 
count area were relatively busy and the highlight of the count was an American Tree 
Sparrow at Dave & Carolyn's feeder at Morley Bay on the eastern edge of the count circle.  
Two Snow Buntings seen along the lakeshore were also a surprise; this is the third time 
this species has been seen on the count and the second time at this location!  The number 
of juncos (20) was also the highest count to date.  ED NOTE:  Some interesting high 
numbers -- 209 White-winged Crossbill, 119 Pine Grosbeak, 71 Common Raven 

Total Number of Birds = 751, Total Species = 17 
 

For information about the Yukon Bird Club see:  yukonbirdclub@gmail.com 
www.yukonweb.com/community/ybc/ 
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