THE
RAVEN

During late August and early September this last fall, Bill Brown and Joan Thompson
spent 12 exciting and interesting days traveling in Mongolia. They were able to travel
overland with a Mongolian outfitter who had never had American clients, so they saw the
"real" Mongolia. Bill and Joan wanted to see and fish for Taimen, the largest salmon in
the world. They will show slides of this fish, the country and the people.

March 9
March 16
March 23

Sailing in the Bahamas and Tortugas by Kim and Barb Turley
''Trails of the Unseen" by Nick Jans (slide show and reading from new book)
Alaska Aviation; Wolf Squadron to WiD Rogers and Wiley Post by Jim Ruotsala
(last program of the series)

No doubt most of you are aware of the controversy raging over court-imposed restrictions on
pollock and other commercial fisheries in order to protect the endangered western stock of Steller
sea lions. Neither the National Audubon Society nor Audubon Alaska is party to the litigation
that is forcing major restrictions on fishing in the vicinity of sea lion rookeries. We are, however,
very concerned about incidental takings or bycatch of marine mammals, seabirds and other
nontarget species. We're also concerned about the ecological effects of certain fishing practices,
such as bottom trawling, and the removal of huge biomasses of fish and crabs from the Bering
Sea and other marine ecosystems.

In January, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) released a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the Alaska Groundfish Fisheries in Bering Sea and
Gulf of Alaska. The SEIS was prepared because a federal judge found that they failed to analyze
the full impact of the groundfish fisheries on the marine ecosystem, including the Steller sea lion.
The SEIS is physically huge-more than 3,300 pages-and it is enormously important. The
results of this process will have a great deal to do with whether fisheries for pollock and other
species are managed in ways that provide for the needs of the larger ecosystem, including top
predators, such as marine mammals and seabirds.
Comments on the SEIS are due on April 26, 2001, and it is important that NMFS hear from
Alaskans who care about the sustained productivity of our oceans. Most of us aren't going to
have the time or training to delve into the 3,300-page SEIS, but that shouldn't stop you from
expressing concerns about management of the Alaska Groundfish Fishery. Please write a letter to
NMFS and consider making some combination of the following points:
•
•
•
•
•
•

ban bottom trawling and other destructive fishing practices from important fish habitats;
phase-out fisheries that have high amounts of by catch, waste and discards through conversion
to other gear types and practices;
allocate enough fish as food for other marine wildlife, especially for the abundant seabirds
and marine mammals that are unique to Alaska;
set aside no-take regeneration zones in fish nursery areas and wildlife birthing grounds to
protect fish and wildlife populations;
set conservative fishing quotas to account for uncertainty in information that could lead to
collapse of fish st<'Ckswhich are important links in the ocean food chain; and
provide sustainable fisheries for fishing families whose gear and practices do not adversely
impact habitat and minimize bycatch.

Comments should be mailed by April 26 to the National Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska
Regional Office, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802. Ifpossible, send a copy of your letter to
me at Audubon Alaska.
If you want more information, check out the website of the Alaska Oceans Network at
www.alaskaoceans.netorcalIFrancineBennis.thenetwork·scoordinator.at
907-929-3553.
Remember that fish are wildlife too, and appropriate management of Alaska's fisheries is crucial
to the health of seabird and marine mammal populations.

Nine inches long, prominent orange eye stripes and matching wing bars, orange underparts, a
black band across a rusty breast: (lxoreus naevius). How little this really says about a small
creature that brings such joy to Southeast Alaska.
The Varied Thrush, before even the skunk cabbage, announces spring
in mid-march or earlier. Occasionally a few birds remain in Southeast
in the winter but most migrate south as far as northern Baha California
returning to Southeast usually in mid-March. This is a sufficient
reason to be sure that I am in Juneau when the birds begin to announce
spring. I don't need to see him or look for him. From the moment I
open my eyes, I listen for the one long quavering whistle, a pause, then

another note in a changed pitch. It has been described as haunting, eerie. I only hear joy and
expectation. As spring advances, a sure place to hear them is on a walk at the Mendenhall
Campground. Each member of our family wants to be the first to announce the arrival of the
thrush, spot the first skunk cabbage or bear sign.
Our Varied Thrush is one from a species of over 300. Their favorite summer haunts are the older
coniferous forests but range from sea level to the mountains from Alaska to Northern California.
They forage on insects and are particularly fond of berries. Twigs, roots, moss, plant fiber bound
with mud and then lined with grass form the nest that is usually placed in a conifer tree. The
female lays three to five blue eggs marked with brown and incubates for about two weeks. They
can raise two broods during some summers.
Although they nest chiefly in the woods, they can be found in abundance gathering food for their
young in the area of the Mendenhall Campground each summer. As spring advances, the
campground is also a good area to listen for the thrushes long quavering whistle.
Following is a quote from Reader's Digest Book of North American Birds: "On still, misty
mornings, droplets of moisture fall from the needles and leaves of great trees to soak rotting logs
and rocks on the ground below. Suddenly an eerie, quavering whistle arises followed by several
more at different pitches. These sounds seem the perfect accompaniment to this somber, damp
scene--like a melancholy pipe organ tuning up in a natural cathedral. The Varied Thrush whistle
is the quintessential sound of this drizzly habitat ... "

WRANGELL

CHRISTMAS

BIRD COUNT By Peg Robertsen

th

On December 16 , fourteen field observers and four feeder watchers participated in the Wrangell
Christmas Bird Count. By the end of the day we had recorded 50 species and 2,273 individuals.
Species which were low in number or missing this year were some of the sea ducks and sea birds
including marbled murrelets(l), common murres(O), common mergansers(29), Barrow's
goldeneye(234), scoters(O) and 100ns(2 common and 3 yellow-billed). There is a new building to
contain Wrangell's garbage which may explain why we reported fewer Bald Eagles, ravens and
gulls since the dump is usually a favorite spot for those birds. Record high numbers of Canada
geese(7l), American wigeon(28), red-breasted merganser(30), glaucous gulls(7) and rock
dove(50) were reported. Unusual birds included killdeer (3), white-crowned sparrow(l), whitethroated sparrow(l) and purple finch (3) ? the last three species all reported at the same feeder!
These results can be viewed at www.birdsource.org. Thanks to all the Wrangell birdwatchers!

"THE RAVEN" ELECTRONICALLY????

One of the major costs to
Juneau Audubon is printing and mailing out the newsletter. With most people
now having access to email, we would like to know if you would like to
receive your newsletter by email. We would send it to you in either Adobe
Acrobat PDF, Microsoft Word or Rich Text Format. If you would like to save
a tree, reduce the mail you receive and still be in touch, send us an email with
your address and preferred file type (most word process software will read
Rich Text), Our address is kingfarm@ptialaska.net

The Juneau Chapter of the Audubon Society publishes these permit notices as a service to its members and encourages
participation in the public review process. For more information on individual permits or comments call 1-800-4782712 (Anchorage permits office). For possible permit violations in Southeast Alaska, call the Juneau office at 7904490. Send your comments to: Regulatory Branch (l145b), P.O. Box 898, Anchorage, AK 99506-0898.
Even if the comment date has passed. you can still send your comments to the Division of Governmental Coordination.
The State review period on 404 permits usually ends after the COE comment period closes (as a general rule you can
add four days to the comment period). It is important that your concerns reference the Coastal Zone Management
program (Section 307 (c)(3) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972) and the State Coastal management program
(Alaska Statute Title 46). You may also comment on the State's Water Quality Certification (Section 401 of the Clean
Water Act). Consistency guidelines for the Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP) on natural resources and
habitats can be found in 6 AAC 80.040 to 6 AAC 80.120 and Water Quality standards can be found in 18 AAC 70.
Please contact the Division of Governmental Coordination or the Department of Environmental Conservation for more
information about applicable laws and project comment deadlines.

Division of Governmental
P.O. Box 110030
Juneau,AK
99811-0300
(907) 465-3562

Coordination

Department of Environmental
410 Willoughby Ave.
Juneau, AK 99801-1795
(907) 465-5260

Conservation

For additional information on regulations and guidelines for fill and dredge activity in marine waters and wetlands see the
following: Section 10 of Rivers and Harbors Act 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) - Placement of structures in waters of the United
States; Section 404 and 404 (b) of the Clean Water Act (40 CPR 230) - Discharge offill or dredged material into the waters
of the United States; Section 103 Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (33 U.S.C. 1413) - Transport of
dredge material for the purpose of dumping in marine waters. If you need help on commenting or technical assistance, you
can call Chris Kent at 463-3494.
General Permit 98-01M - Wrangell Industrial Park Subdivision, (Reference Number SPN 01-01) The GP will
accommodate projects for the placement of dredge and fill material and structures into wetlands, for activities associated with
the construction of foundation pads; associated driveways; parking spaces; and lot utilities. This permit has been issued for
five years. Questions and additional information should be directed to: Alaska District, Corps of Engineers, Attn: Janice
Stuart, Regulatory Branch, P.O. box 898, Anchorage AK 99506-0898. Telephone (907) 753-2720, toll free in Alaska at 800478-2712 or by email atjan.f.stuart@poa02.usauace.army.mil.
General Permit 91-7M - Aquatic Farm Structures Within the State of Alaska, (Reference Number SPN 01-02) The GP
will authorize the placement of aquatic farm structures, including associated float-houses and mooring buoys in certain
navigable waters within the State of Alaska, east of Cape Resurrection (Latitude 59 52' 20.4" N, Longitude 149 17' 32.7" W),
for the purpose of commercial and or experimental aquatic plant and or shellfish aquaculture. Cape Resurrection is located
south of Resurrection Bay, near Seward, Alaska. Proposed aquatic farms west of the reference line of longitude are not
authorized by this GP and will be required to undergo an individual permit evaluation. This authorization does not include
finfish related activities. This permit has been issued for five years. Questions and additional information should be directed
to Alaska District, Corps of Engineers, Attn: Mirian J. Magwood, Regulatory Branch, P.O. Box 898, Anchorage AK 995060898. Telephone (907) 753-2720, toll free in Alaska at 800-478-2712.
Whittier - Passage Canal 33, (Reference Number 1-2001-0059) Applicant: Kenai Fjords Tours. Location: Whittier
waterfront between the Alaska Marine Highways terminal and the Alaska railroad Corporation's Marginal Wharf. Proposal:
The applicant proposes to construct an 80-foot by 6-foot wide steel pier, pile supported (four 24" steel pilings). Construct a
IIO-foot long by 4-foot wide aluminum access ramp to a 116-foot long by 29-foot wide steel floating dock. Purpose: Provide
a floating dock for passenger loading and unloading. No mitigation is planned. Comments due: March 16, 2001.

Cordova - Orca Inlet 135, (Reference Number V-2000-1093) After the Fact Applicant: Jose Rubio. Location: South end
of Whit shed road in the Hartney Bay Subdivision. Proposal: The applicant proposes to retain 600 cubic yards of gravel and
overburden used to create a 30-foot by 50-foot pad and a 50-foot by 24-foot access road. Approximately .35 acres of wetlands
were impacted. Purpose: Provide a house pad and driveway. No mitigation is planned. Comments due: March 21, 2001.
**Juneau - Hood Bay 7, (Reference Number 2-2001-0092) Applicant: Hidden Bay Corporation. Location: Approximately
12 miles southeast of Angoon near Hood Bay. Proposal: The applicant proposes construct a 240-foot long log access float
and a 20-foot by 40-foot dock and install a sewer outfall pipe to discharge treated effluent. Mitigation - Blocks to keep the log
ramp from grounding.. Hood Bay has several catalogued anadromous fish streams supporting coho and steelhead. The
nearest salmon stream is 0.5 miles from the project. The operator will be removing the old cannery building and clearing the
upland. Comments due: March 20, 2001.
Sitka - Sitka Sound 271, (Reference Number 2-2001-0039) Applicant: Mark Gorman. Location: Approximately six miles
north-northwest of Sitka on the southeastern peninsula of middle Island. Proposal: The applicant proposes to retain an
existing 21-foot by 6-foot wide dock and extend it to 45-feet long. Pilling will be secured by pouring cement footings.
Construct a 40-foot long be 6-foot wide aluminum or treated lumber ramp to a 25-foot by 20-foot timber float platform. The
platform would be secured in place with 4 driven creosote treated timber pilings. Purpose: Create a private mooring facility.
No mitigation is planned. Comments due: March 16, 2001.
**Sitka - Granite Creek 4, (Reference Number 2-2001-0060) Applicant: City and Borough of Sitka. Location:
Approximately 2.25 miles north of the city center. Proposal: The applicant proposes place 106,000 cubic yards of native
soils fill into 3.9 acres offorested wetlands. The site will serve as a repository for 55,000 cubic yards of waste material from
the construction of the Benchland road project. Purpose: Create waste material site. No mitigation is planned. Comments
due: March 20, 2001.
PetersburgWrangell Narrows 502, (Reference Number 4-2000-1067) Applicant: Vern Anderson. Location: Within the
city limits of Petersburg, milepost 4.15 MitkofHighway.
Proposal: The applicant proposes to retain 1440 cubic yards of fill
in 0.28 acres offorestedJmuskeg wetlands, and place additional 225 cubic yards offill into 0.1 acres of wetlands to expand the
parking area. Purpose: To create a driveway, parking area, trail system, hot tub pad and storage tent area. Comments due:
March 6, 2001.
Wrangell - Zimovia Strait 126, (Reference Number 2-2000-1104) Applicant: Randy and Carol Churchill. Location:
Wrangell Harbor, near Inner Harbor, off Shakes Street, approximately 200 yards north Chief Shakes House. Proposal: The
applicant proposes fill 5,550 square feet of intertidal habitat with 1964 cubic yards of clean fill. The fill will be 10 to 15 feet
deep. No mitigation is proposed. Purpose: Create an upland area for fishing gear and boat storage. Comments due: March

20,2001.
Ketchikan - Second waterfall Creek 0001, (Reference Number 4-2000-1337) Applicant: Trevor Sande. Location: Fifteen
miles north of the Alaska Marine Ferry terminal on Waterfall road. Proposal: The applicant proposes to excavate 2,500
cubic yards of muskeg, clay, and dirt and 6,000 yards of rock. Another 4,000 cubic yards of rock will be placed as fill to
create a driveway and house pad. Waste rock, clay and soil will be used to develop embankments. The project will impact
18,500 square feet of wetlands. Purpose: to create a private house pad and driveway. No mitigation is planned. Comments
due: March 9, 2001.
Ketchikan - Tongass Narrows 354, (Reference Number T-81 0040) Applicant: 10-Mile Marine. Location: 9737 Totem
Bight Road, 10 mile N. Tongass Highway. Proposal: The applicant proposes to install a 10-foot by 60-foot steel and
untreated wood float and a floating breakwater consisting ofa 10-foot by 180-foot and a 10-ffot by 30-foot steel and untreated
wood float held in place by 4 steel pilings. Install a 5-foot by 50-foot aluminum personnel access ramp. Install a 10-foot by
64-foot and a 20-foot by 80-foot steel and untreated wood float. Replace approximately 570 square feet of eroded fill,
upgrading the face of the fill with clean riprap. Purpose: Perform maintenance on existing eroded fill and expand the marine
repair facility. No mitigation is proposed. Comments due: February 22, 2001
Ketchikan - Tongass Narrows 529, (Reference Number 4-2000-0525)
Narrows Lane, Mile 4 Nortli Tongass Highway. Proposal: The applicant
concrete block wall on the Mean High Water line and backfill behind the
cubic yards offill will be placed below the High Tide Line and will cover

Applicant: Monte Guymon. Location: 5539
proposes to construct a 116-foot be 6.5-foot
wall with 500 cubic yards of clean fill. Another 325
0.046 acres. Purpose: To expand the applicants

..•.

property.

No mitigation is planned.

Comments due: March 20, 2001.

Ketchikan - Tongass Narrows 530, (Reference Number 1-2001-0064) Applicant: Thomas Updike. Location:
Approximately 4 miles northwest of Ketchikan Airport. Proposal: The applicant proposes to construct a dock 60-foot by 24foot in width and a ramp 60-foot long by 6-foot in width. The approach will be a 40-foot by 6-foot landing. Eight to-inch
diameter galvanized steel piling will be used to secure the landing and four steel pilings will be used for the float. Purpose:
Create a private mooring facility. No mitigation is planned. Comments due: March 20, 2001.
Ketchikan - Meyers Chuck 2, (Reference Number 1-2001-0010) Applicant: Robert Hunley. Location: Approximately
forty miles northwest of Ketchikan, Meyers Chuck-Back Chuck. Proposal: The applicant proposes to install a to-foot wide
by 60-foot long wood float, 55-foot long by 4-ffot wide ramp, connected by chains to a 4-fuot by 4-foot cement abutment.
Three 12" diameter galvanized steel pilings will be used to secure the ramp and float. Purpose: Create a private mooring
facility. No mitigation is planned. Comments due: March 20, 2001.
Prince of Wales - Port St. Nicholas, (Reference Number 1-2001-0131) Applicant: Thomas Kirkman. Location:
Approximately 5 miles southeast of Craig, within Port St. Nicholas. Proposal: The applicant proposes to construct a private
walkway 80-feet by 6-feet wide on 8 pilings, a ramp 25-feet long by 6-feet wide, and a floating dock 30-feet long by to-feet
wide on 4 pilings. Purpose: Create a private mooring facility. Mitigation -work will not occur between April 1 and June 1 for
salmon migration. Comments due: March 21, 2001.
Prince of Wales - Kashevarof Passage 7, (Reference Number 0-720177) Applicant: U.S. Forest Service. Location: Whale
Passage, offKashevarofPassage.
Proposal: The applicant proposes to rebuild a log transfer facility consisting of a 17 percent
low angle drive -down ramp, a log bulkhead, a 60 foot long dock access ramp to a 20 foot by 30 foot floating dock within the
existing foot print of the old site. 2,300 cubic yards of rock fill and 920 yards of dredge material will be used to fill 0.014
acres of intertidal habitat. Purpose: Accommodate logging activity. No mitigation is planned. Comments due: March 2,

2001.

** These

projects, in our opinion, have the potential to impact areas of public interest. If you have site specific information
that would help agencies in determining impacts and what if any mitigation is needed, please contact the agencies listed
above.

AUDUBON JELLIES WILL BE
FOR SALE AT THE MARCH
AUDUBON MEETING
Several cases of jelly were
inadvertently left behind when the
November Booth was set up. These
jellies will be for sale at the March
Audubon meeting. Or you can
contact Deanna at 789-0651 evenings.

RECYCLE YOUR NATIONAL
MAGAZINE

AUDUBON

If you do not save your Audubon magazine,
then consider taking each new issue, after
you are finished with it, to places where
folks are waiting around for: The doctor,
car to be fixed, hospital or libraries or other
places where people might pick it up to
read and might even decide to join
Audubon. It would be a good idea to see if
a magazine is already at that location and if
not then get permission to leave yours.

JUNEAU AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP
Join Us Today!

APPLICATION

Every membership supports Audubon's vital efforts to protect birds, wildlife and natural habitats. As a member,
you will become an important part of our dynamic chapter and receive a host of benefits including:
.:. A I-year subscription (9 issues) of our chapter newsletter, The Raven;
.:. Automatic membership
in National Audubon Society, and a I-year subscription of Audubon magazine;

Yes! I want to join Juneau Audubon and National Audubon Society!
_$20 - 1year Introductory Rate _$15 - 1year Student/Senior Rate _$30 - 2 year Special Rate
_My

check is enclosed.

Please bill me.

Name:
Address:
City/St/Zip

Tel:
Mail to: National Audubon Society, Membership Data Center, P.O. Box 52529, Boulder, CO 80322-2529

A51
7XCD

If you prefer to just support Juneau Audubon Society, fiU out the form above writing in Juneau
Audubon only and send $10 to: The Raven Editor, PO Box 021725, Juneau, AK 99802
JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY OFFICERS, CHAIRS
AND COORDINATORS
President:
Steve Zimmerman 586- 2597
Vice President: Brenda Wright 789-4656
Secretary: Deanna MacPhail 789-0651
Treasurer:
George Utermohle 586-3849
Programs:
Linda Shaw 789-3112
Membership:
PriU Mollick
Education:
Amy Skilbred 780-4649
Publicity: Debbie Rudis 789-4260
Conservation:
Chris Kent 463-3494
Field Trips: Judy Shuler
Raven Editor: Mary Lou King 789-7540
Springfest Coordinators:
Judy Shuler 789-9544,
Kathy Weltzin 789-0288

JUNEAU AUDUBON
PO BOX 021725
JUNEAU, AK 99802

SOCIETY

JUNEAU AUDUBON WEB PAGE
Be sure to check out our home page on the
Internet It's hosted by the folks that have
developed JUNEAU.COM. Our site's URL
(Universal Resource Locator) is
http://www.juneau.com/audubonJaudubonl.htm
-add it to your favorites!. Recent editions of the
Juneau Audubon Newsletter are posted along with
links to the Anchorage and National Audubon
sites. If you're interested in Corps of Engineers
permits, they are posted with this month's
newsletter. We are always looking for pictures,
stories or ideas to post on·our web site. To
contribute, email ChrisKentatckent@a1aska.net
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