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Juneau Audubon January Meeting
Thursday,

January

11,7:30 p.rn., Dzantik'!

Heeni Middle School Library

(2nd Floor)

Laurie Ferguson Craig will speak on her "Wetland Watch" project at the airport dike trail. Laurie can
be seen almost every early morning, observing and reporting on bird and human activities along the
dike. Her knowledge and ability to talk about this area is unsurpassed.

February 8, REGULAR MONTHLY AUDUBON MEETING: Mark Schwan will speak on bird sighting trends in
Juneau.

Jan.5
Paddling Prince of Whales Island and More By Scot Foster of "Rain Country" fame.
Jan. 12 Prehistory and Paleoecology of Southern Southeast Alaska Caves By Jim Baichtal, US Forest Service
Jan. 26 A Summer in Shangri.la By Mary Noble a Juneau teacher who spent a summer as a farm worker in the
Himalayas
Feb.2 Southeast Wildlife Photography Images and Technology By John Hyde, Alaska Wildlife Photographer
Feb.9 Largest Territory in the World (Underwater) By John Lachelp and Annette Smith from the Juneau Scuba
Diving Team.
SPRING CLASSES OFFERED AT UNIVERSITY OF UAS JUNEAU CAMPUS. Spring semester begins January
16. Nearly 400 different classes will be offered. They are all described in the class schedule available at UAS buildings and
city libraries. Or call 465-6457 and ask for a schedule to be sent or to ask any UAS questions.

General Astronomy, ASlR 225, Mon. and Wed. 5:15 - 6:45 p.m.
Log House Construction, CT 118), Sat and half of Sunday, April 14 - 29.
Alaska Native Literature, ENGL 270, Mon. and Wed. 5:15 - 6:45 p.m.
Introduction to GPS, ENVS 193, Sat. 9 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Feb. 17 to March 10.
History Seminar: Women's America, HIST 392, Mon, noon - 3 p.m.
History Seminar: The Holocaust, HIST 392, Wed. 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Indian Law in Alaska, LAWS 293, Wed. 7 - 10 p.m.
Wooden Boat Repair, MT 251, Fri 6 - 10 p.m., Sat/Sun, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., April 6 - 15.

Fiberglass Boat Repair, Mf 255, Fri. 6 - 10 p.m., Sat/Sun 9 a.m.-6 p.m.ApriI20-22.
Backpacking in SE, PE 193, Fri. 1:10 - 4:10 p.m., Jan. 19 - Feb. 24.
Intro to Ice Climbing, PE 193, Thur. 7 - 9:30 p.m. Jan. 19 - Feb. 15.
Intro to Rock Climbing, PE 193, Thur. 7 - 9:30 p.m., March 22 - April 26.
Backcountry Skiing and Snowboarding, PI 193, Thur. 7 - 9:30 p.m., Jan. 23 - March 6.
Bald Eagles of Alaska's Coastal Rain Forest, WLF 250, correspondence.
Brown Bears of Southeast, WLF 251, correspondence.
Humpback and Killer Whales of the Northwest Pacific Coast, WLF 252, correspondence.
Emergency Medical Technician Training, V1EC 027, MonlWed 6 - 10 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Jan. 17 - April 28.

BELTED KINGFISHER--Last summer a pair of kingfishers were observed in one of the harbors.
One kingfisher was caught on wires high up on one of the boats. It was sounding out distress calls but
its mate was unable to help. Some boys hearing and seeing the situation went to help free it from the
wire. When [mally free it flew over to some rocks and was joined by its mate. The boys noticed that it
had a broken wing. Wanting to help they tried to approach the bird. It did not understand and was
only more frightened. So it flew toward the water but could not fly very well and fell into the water.
Two eagles flew over to see what was going on. When the kingfisher fell into the water one eagle
swooped down but missed. The other eagle did not miss and carried the wounded kingfisher away.
Sad for the kingfisher but good news for the eagle.
Have you ever watched a belted kingfisher as it dives headlong from the air into the water in pursuit of
fish? It can provide a fascinating pastime pleasure. It will often hover with rapidly beating wings in
readiness to plunge. Then it will dive for fish, again and again, each time returning to its favorite
conspicuous perch. It can be seen flipping the fish in its beak until the fish is turned to swallow it head
first.
Its easily recognized in flight by irregular, jerky, wing beats, its big-headed appearance and its loud dry
rattling call. It is blue-gray above with a ragged bushy crest and a broad gray breastband. The female
has a second rusty band across the belly.
Usually loners and territorial but tolerates others of its kind during summer nesting season. In
courtship display the male brings fish and feeds it to the female. Then for a few weeks a mated pair
will work together as a well disciplined team. Nest sites are dug in dirt banks of sand and clay to form
an upward sloping tunnel 3-6 feet long, near their fishing territory. At the tunnels end they create a
nesting chamber where the female will lay her 6 to 8 pure white eggs. Incubation of 22-24 days is
shared by both male and female. They fish when not in the nest. Females incubate at night with males
taking over early in the morning. Both parents feed the young, at first giving them partially digested
fish, later whole fish. Chicks leave the nest in about 5 weeks fully feathered and able to fly, and within
a week or two learn how to fish for themselves.
They can be observed near almost any type of waterside habitat such as rivers, lakes, ponds, and
marshes. They may overwinter as far north as water remains open. Some from North America
migrate as far south as Central America, West Indies, and northern South America.
Our wonderful creator has provided an amazing variety in nature for us to enjoy especially the birds.
Take the time in this new year to notice and identify birds in your area. Make a list of your
observations. Soon your list will grow as your interest grows.

Winter is now fully upon us and the sea bird distribution pretty much reflects the season. Overwintering numbers of Old Squaw, Scoters (black, surf, and white-winged), Barrow's Goldeneye, and
Harlequins off of our beach and in the Narrows seem to be about normal. We see one or more
Common Loons nearly every day. On the other hand, the over-wintering population of Mallards on our
beach is about one third of the normal average. I am not certain if this is unique to our small beach or
reflects a general decline in over-wintering Mallards throughout our area. There was some stormcaused disruption to the grass flat in front of our house during the fall of 1999, which may have
impacted food abundance, contributing to this decline.
Bird observations of note during December include:
Dec. 3, a Northern Hawk Owl hunting on the back side of the airport.
Dec. 5, seven Black-billed Magpies, which is the highest number of I've personally observed in one
flock on Mitkof Island.
Dec. 20, a Red-shafted Flicker landed near me on our beach. We see Flickers frequently during the
summer, and, on occasion, have even observed them feeding like Robins on amphipods in the pop
weed windrows, but this is the ftrst winter sighting on our beach that I can recall. "

'Thanks to Scott Roberge, Tongass Kayak Adventures, for van transportation in Petersburg and out to
Blind Slough, and to Barry Bracken, Water's Edge B&B and Kaleidoscope Cruises, for
donating rent of a meeting room at Mt. View Manor for a slide presentation on swans and for all his
help in organizing the trip."

Juneau's Christmas Bird Count was held on Saturday, December 16. Approximately 25 volunteers
either enjoyed, or endured a wintry day for birding. Sixty-four species and more about 10,400 birds
were logged in during the limited time available for birding. Given the cold weather during the
preceding week, the count ended up being rather average. All the common species normally seen were
found, except for, interestingly, starlings. New high counts were obtained for just 2 species (numbers
below in bold face), including 14 Hooded Mergansers and 18 Red-breasted Nuthatches. There was a
"mini-invasion" of nuthatches this fall, and the CBC count defmitely reinforced the impression that the
species was more abundant than usual this fall. No new species were added to the cumulative count
list. There were several species seen during the count week but not on the count day; they are not
included herein. Thanks to all those who participated; it was a fme day. During the potluck later that
evening, there was a special ceremony to honor Paul Suchanek for his Juneau bird listing efforts during
2000. Paul broke the 100 total for one day of birding on the Juneau road system (he actually located
106 species) and he also identified 200 species of birds during the year within the Juneau checklist
area. Both of these birding feats have never been done before.

Species
Pacific Loon
Common Loon
Yellow-billed Loon
Homed Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Pelagic Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Canada Goose
Green-winged Teal
Mallard
Northern Pintail
Gadwall
American Wigeon
Greater Scaup
Unidentified Scaup
Harlequin Duck
Long-tailed Duck
Black Scoter
Surf Scoter
White- winged Scoter
Unidentified Scoters
Common Goldeneye
Barrow's Goldeneye
Unidentified Goldeneyes
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Bald Eagle
Northern Goshawk
Killdeer
Black Turnstone
Rock Sandpiper
Unidentified Sandpipers
Common Snipe
Mew Gull
Herring Gull
Thayer's Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
Gl.-winged x Herring Gull hyb.
Unidentified Gulls
Common Murre
Pigeon Guillemot
Marbled Murrelet
Rock Dove
Belted Kingfisher
Hairy Woodpecker
Three-toed Woodpecker
Steller's Jay

Count
8
3
3

44
15
11
12
605

38
1,967
38
3

46

156
5

119
22
9

554
532

371
170
519
16
106
14

173
110
134
1
10
19
7

202
3
75
3
1

1,366
2

1
10
6
83
188
3
1
2
58

Species
Black-billed Magpie
Northwestern Crow
Common Raven
Chestnut-backed Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Winter Wren
American Dipper
Golden-crowned Kinglet
American Robin
Varied Thrush
Northern Shrike
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Golden-crowned Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Pine Grosbeak
Red Crossbill
White-winged Crossbill
Unidentified Crossbills
Pine Siskin
TOTAL SPECIES
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS

Count
42

1,120
455
88
18
1
4
6
27

13
2
1
1

6
1
2

232
11

326
4

90

115
64
10,420

*****Look for reports from the Christmas bird
counts in the rest of Southeast in the February
newsletter.

CARIBOU SCIENTISTS CALL FOR PROTECTION OF ARCTIC REFUGE PERFECT CHRISTMAS
GIFT FOR CARIBOU IS MONUMENT STATUS SAYS AUDUBON

Washington, DC, December 20, 2000 ---Arctic caribou scientists urged President Clinton to protect the Porcupine
Caribou Herd, one of North America's largest, by increasing protection for Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. Audubon Society urges monument status for the Arctic Refuge to preserve the caribou and the Arctic
ecosystem.
"Designating the Arctic Refuge a national monument is the perfect Christmas gift for the Porcupine Caribou Herd. It
is a gift that will keep on giving," said John Ricker, Audubon's President. "Leading caribou scientists have
concluded oil development is harmful to the long-term health of the caribou."
Six American and seven Canadian scientists signed the letter to President Clinton. Their expertise is in the ecology
and conservation of Arctic caribou. Their recommendation is based on observations of the effect oil drilling
activities have had on the Central Arctic Caribou Herd over the past three decades.

In summary, state-of-the-art technology has not prevented displacement of calving from even the newer oilfields on
the North Slope, and no proven technology exists that would ensure unrestricted passage through an oilfield
of the large mid-summer aggregations of Porcupine Caribou. Considering the high degree of uncertainty regarding
mitigation of oilfield impacts on caribou, ensuring the integrity of the calving grounds and early summer range of
the Porcupine Caribou Herd is a compelling reason for applying the most precautionary management to the Arctic
Refuge coastal plain. The Porcupine Herd is an international resource too important to put at risk.
"Caribou and oil development do not mix very well," said Ricker. "The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge deserves
monument protection for many reasons, including the caribou."
With over a million members and supporters in 530 chapters throughout the Americas, the National Audubon
Society conserves and restores natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the
benefit of humanity and the earth's biological diversity.

Although there are about 485 bird species on the Alaska checklist, many of these species are vagrants or very
limited in distribution - often just entering either the very western or eastern portion of the state. Attaining 200
species in Alaska is generally thought to be an achievement, and there is even Alaska 200 Club (contact Robert
Scher, 8640 Leeper Circle, Anchorage, AK 99504 or bscher@rmconsult.com
for information) for those attaining
this total. Finding 200 Alaska species in one year is difficult - although the annual total for a single year is now at
least 275 species. However, to obtain 200 species in one year, in one small part of the state, has probably never
been achieved. Juneau is located in the southern portion of the state, has a diversity of birdy habitats, and offers a
checklist for the Juneau area (faku Inlet to Bemers Bay) of about 290 species. Gus van Vliet and I had been
keeping track of annual lists (AL) of species for the Juneau area for a few years and had discovered that 175 species
wasn't too hard to attain and had hypothesized that 200 species in one year should be achievable if one worked at it
- although it wouldn't be easy. My best AL total was 193 species in 1999 with my second highest total of 185 in
1997. In the year 2000, I figured 200 for the year would be a worthy goal with a subgoal of getting 100 species in a
day. A Big Day total of 100 species had also not been achieved in the Juneau area but has been done elsewhere in
the state (Anchorage to Homer drives or Anchorage to Nome via jet). Here is a summary of my 200 AL try - the
skeptical reader can believe it or not.
Birding in the first few days of January brought me about 40 species but my first bit of luck occurred on January 15
when a white-throated sparrow reappeared at my feeder which hadn't been seen since December 12 - this species is
casual in Juneau. On the same day, I also saw a northern pygmy-owl, sometimes a very tough species to find,

although this winter they were widespread in the Juneau area. On January 16, after several attempts, I finally saw a
staked out evening grosbeak - another mega-rarity for Juneau. On February 5, a first for the Juneau checklist area, a
great gray owl found by Bob Armstrong and Richard Carstensen, proved very cooperative and later on the same day,
a gyrfalcon on the Mendenhall Wetlands was an outstanding addition to the list which now stood at 60. On
February 21, a flock of 150 common redpolls with at least 1 hoary redpoll added 2 species to the list
A few species were added to the list over the next two months (70 species by April 1), but it wasn't until spring
migration began that birding got most interesting again. April 14 out at Point Bridget brought me a nice look at 4
male mountain bluebirds and brought me 9 other new species for the year. I saw #100 on April 23 when an Arctic
tern was seen on a buoy near Fish Creek - oddly enough, this was the exact date I achieved 100 in 1999. Over the
next week, very nice additions were made to the list as spring migration began to peak: lesser black-backed gull,
Pacific golden-plover, Townsend's solitaire, cinnamon teal, red knot, and homed lark - none extremely rare (the
lesser black-backed gull has been returning to Juneau for years), but all easy to miss. By the end of April, 121
species were on the list.
May generally provides peak birding in Juneau and over the first two weeks of May, such goodies as Hammond's
flycatcher and redhead were observed, although nothing truly bizarre was seen. I tried a Big Day on May 5 and got
up to 95 species before quitting at 6:00 PM, figuring I probably wasn't going to make 100. I then tried a Big Day
again on May 12 starting at 4:00 AM and achieved 100 species by 2:00 PM, and finally quit at 106 species, with
plenty of daylight but no energy. I believe 120 species in a day on the Juneau road system is possible with a few
stakeouts, a heavy migration fallout, a well thought out plan, and some high energy individuals. By May 16, I had
151 species. The last half of May treated me very well with a Juneau checklist first eared grebe found by Rich
Gordon, a singing Cassin's vireo at Sandy Beach, and a male wood duck on Norton Lake - all ''mega-ticks'' for the
Juneau roadside. At the end of May, I had 166 species, two more species than in 1999.
June often provides some big time rarities for Juneau roadside birders but I only saw 5 new birds for the month none unexpected, and this left me 4 species behind the 1999 pace (when a black-headed grosbeak and a great egret
were found in June). July treated me a lot better with a staked out swamp sparrow, double-crested cormorant, and a
cedar waxwing - but now I was 5 species behind the 1999 pace (175 vs. 180 in 1999).
Early August brought me a real bonus in an adult slaty-backed gull at Sheep Creek, a casual species for Juneau but
no other new species. It was at this time, however, that I decided that I was going to hit it hard to find some really
good birds if I was going to have any chance for 200 species. I reserved a cabin out at Point Bridget in late August
for 2 days to see if I could get on track. Little did I realize how lucky I would be in fmding some very rare species
over the next few months of fall migration.
My first bit of great luck was on my drive out to Point Bridget on August 24 when a
large brown dove with a pointed tail (almost certainly a mourning dove) cruised by me another "species" which is casual on the road system. Over the next couple of days at
the cabin, I saw a lot of nice birds with a couple of parasitic jaegers and an upland
sandpiper as the highlights. The last couple of days of August also provided a staked
out cowbird at Gus's feeder and a juvenile sharp-tailed sandpiper (one of 3 I was to
see!). On August 31, I hiked up to the alpine and fmally succeeded in seeing several flocks of gray-crowned
finches (#185) - with that species I was now I species ahead of the 1999 pace through the month of August.
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The first several days of September provided beautiful weather and the birding started off strangely on the I as
while driving down the Glacier Highway, I saw a common nighthawk flying around on a sunny afternoon apparently in migration. I had last seen this species in Juneau in 1986. Birding got better on the 2nd when I spotted
a magnolia warbler which was mixed in with a nice flock of warblers - a first sighting for me on the Juneau road
system, and the first sighting of this species in years.
After a bit of a lull in mid-September, I hiked to the ridge above Echo Cove for some hawk watching. The hawk
watching wasn't that great but I managed to see a three-toed woodpecker and a totally unexpected northern hawk
owl to increase the AL to 190. Ten days later, I saw my first rough-legged hawks of the season leaving me at 191
for the month - a whopping 6 species over the 185 through September 1999. I now figured my chances were getting
better although I figured I still needed some lucky birds - little did I know how lucky I would get.

On October 1, I went deer hunting up behind my house on Douglas Island. As I was making my way back down
from high on the ridge I heard a loud tapping. I worked my way around the tree to get a better look and fmally
located its source. Amazingly, I got outstanding looks at a male black-backed woodpecker, another Juneau
accidental bird and a species I had only seen once before in the Juneau area (also on Douglas Island).
This shocker, was overshadowed on October 5, however, when I got home from work on a very dreary day and
looked out at the junco flock at my backyard feeder. Mixed in with the juncos and a couple of tree sparrows was a
smaller non-descript bird which I could not identify - although my nrst thought was some kind of goldnnch.
Knowing it was something good, I put out the alarm to other birders and started doing some research. Mark Schwan
made it over just before dark but the bird had disappeared by then, and I was totally confused as to what it was.
Later that night, however, upon carefully checking the neld guides, I surmised that it was very likely a female Lazuli
bunting. To make a long story short, this bird (AL = 193) became the nrst photographically documented record of
this species for Alaska.
On October 10, Gus called me from his house that large flocks of tundra
swans were on the move so I took off from work and managed to fmd
several flocks near Lemon Creek, thus breaking my 1999 AL record of
193. I then headed down south for about 2 weeks. Upon my return, I
then started birding overtime to get the last few species to put 200 in
reach. I again totally lucked out on October 26 at Sandy Beach when I
heard and briefly saw a black-capped chickadee - another Juneau
~. ~_
accidental. On October 27, I fmally saw my nrst white-winged crossbills
(#197) of the year - up until that time, this was a huge miss in my list. I
decided that I also needed to look for additional ptarmigan species as I only had rock ptarmigan on my AL, so I
headed up Sheep Creek to at least get a couple of ptarmigan for supper. Footing was treacherous on the wind
packed slopes where normally I only nnd rock ptarmigan, but instead of rock ptarmigan, the only ptarmigan I found
were white-tailed (#198).
November 1st brought an easy #199 as a Bohemian waxwing flew down a Douglas street and landed in the tree right
next to me - obviously it wanted to be part of the record total. At this point, I knew an owl was my best bet for #200
so I inquired around a bit and decided that barred owl was my next target bird. On November 5, I headed out the
road at 5:00 AM with the hope that a barred owl would respond to my tapes. As I cruised out past Auke Recreation
area, I remembered that Gus had told me that a saw-whet owl had been calling last spring above the Tee Harbor fife
station. I decided I would stop there and try the saw-whet owl tapes to see if that bird was still there as that was
another species that was not on my AL. It was a very still morning and I got out and played the saw-whet owl tape
for perhaps 10 seconds. About 2 seconds after the tape stopped, I heard a screech and then a barred owl called out
"who-cooks-for-you, who-cooks-for you allll." Amazingly enough, #200 wasn't even the species which I had
stopped to try to nnd! I then tried a barred owl tape, but the bird never responded (although further out the road near
Amalga Harbor, another barred owl did respond to the barred owl tape).
It is now December 6, and I haven't added any new birds to the total although I'm still hopeful that a western grebe
or king eider may turn up prior to January 1. Will I try to break the AL record in 2001? Probably not, as I plan to
do more traveling outside the Juneau checklist area and do more hiking (and birding) up in the mountains where
there are less bird species. I'm sure someone could break this record, especially if it is a good year for staked out
birds, however, I'm not sure if the record could be broken for a local checklist area anywhere in Alaska outside of
Juneau. Although Juneau may not get too many of the Asian vagrants that everyone wants to see, it seems that
something new turns up all the time in this very diverse area for birding.

Notes on record keeping: The detailed statistics cited in this report were only possible through careful record keeping in
commercially available AviSys software. Without use of this software for record keeping, these statistics would be almost
impossible to keep track of. With use of this software, it is easy to keep track of annual lists, county lists, or lists for about any
area desired as well as generate local checklists. The list of bird species on the next page took about 1 minute to generate (and 10
minutes to insert in the document and format).

LOONS
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Common Loon
Yellow-billed Loon

GREBES
Red-necked Grebe
Horned Grebe
Eared Grebe

CORMORANTS
Double-crested
Cormorant
Pelagic Cormorant

HERONS, EGRETS
AND BfITERNS
Great Blue Heron

DUCKS, GEESE
AND SWANS
Trumpeter Swan
Tundra Swan
Greater White-fronted
Goose
Snow Goose
Canada Goose
Brant
Wood Duck
Eurasian Wigeon
American Wigeon
Gadwall
Green-winged Teal
Mallard
Northern Pintail
Blue-winged Teal
Cinnamon Teal
Northern Shoveler
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Harlequin Duck
Oldsquaw
Black Scoter
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Common Goldeneye
Barrow's Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser
Red-breasted
Merganser
Common Merganser

OSPREY
Osprey

HAWKS, EAGLES
AND KITES

Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle

FALCONS AND
CARACARAS
American Kestrel
Merlin
Gyrfalcon
Peregrine Falcon

GROUSE,
PTARMIGAN,
PRAIRIECHICKENS
Blue Grouse
White-tailed Ptarmigan
Rock Ptarmigan

RAILS,
GALLINULES AND
COOTS
American Coot

OYSTERCATCHER
S

Least Sandpiper
Baird's Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
Dunlin
Rock Sandpiper
Stilt Sandpiper
Red-necked Phalarope

JAEGERS AND
SKUAS
Parasitic Jaeger

GULLS
Mew Gull
Ring-billed Gull
California Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
Glaucous Gull
Thayer's Gull
Herring Gull
Lesser Black-backed
Gull
Slaty-backed Gull
Bonaparte's Gull
Black-legged Kittiwake

Three-toed
Woodpecker
Black-backed
Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

TYRANT
FL YCATCHERS
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Western Wood-Pewee
Alder Flycatcher
Hammond's Flycatcher
Pacific-slope
Flycatcher

LARKS
Horned Lark

SWALLOWS
Tree Swallow
Violet-green Swallow
Bank Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Bam Swallow

WAGTAILS AND
PIPITS
American Pipit

TERNS

KINGLETS

Black Oystercatcher

Caspian Tern
Arctic Tern

PLOVERS AND
LAPWINGS

AUKS, MURRES
AND PUFFINS

Golden-crowned
Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Pacific Golden-Plover
American GoldenPlover
Black-bellied Plover
SemipaImated Plover
Killdeer

Common Murre
Pigeon Guillemot
Marbled Murrelet

SANDPIPERS
Common Snipe
Short-billed Dowitcher
Long-billed Dowitcher
Hudsonian Godwit
Marbled Godwit
Whimbrel
Upland Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Solitary Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper
Wandering Tattler
Ruddy Turnstone
Black Turnstone
Surfbird
Red Knot
Sanderling
SemipaImated
Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper

PIGEONS AND
DOVES

WAXWINGS
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing

DIPPERS
American Dipper

WRENS

Rock Dove
Mourning Dove

Winter Wren

OWLS

Mountain Bluebird
Townsend's Solitaire
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson's Thrush
Hermit Thrush
American Robin
Varied Thrush

Great Homed Owl
Barred Owl
Great Gray Owl
Northern Hawk Owl
Northern Pygmy-Owl
Short-eared Owl

NIGHTJARS
Common Nighthawk

THRUSHES

CHICKADEES AND
TITS

Rufous Hummingbird

Black-capped
Chickadee
Chestnut-backed
Chickadee

KINGFISHERS

NUTHATCHES

Belted Kingfisher

Red-breasted

WOODPECKERS

CREEPERS

Red-breasted
Sapsucker
Down y Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker

Brown Creeper

SWIFTS
Vaux's Swift

HUMMINGBIRDS

Nuthatch

SHRIKES
Northern Shrike

CROWS AND JAYS

Steller's Jay
Black-billed Magpie
Northwestern Crow
Common Raven

STARLINGS
European Starling

VIREOS AND
ALLIES
Cassin's Vireo
Warbling Vireo

WOOD WARBLERS
Orange-crowned
Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Yellow-rumped
Warbler

Townsend's Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
American Redstart
Northern Watertbrush
MacGillivray's Warbler
Common YeUowtbroat
Wilson's Warbler

TANAGERS AND
ALLIES
Western Tanager

SPARROWS,
TOWHEES,
JUNCOS
American Tree
Sparrow
Cbipping Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow

Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
Wbite-crowned
Sparrow
Wbite-throated
Sparrow
Golden-crowned
Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Lapland Longspur
Snow Bunting

SALTATORS,
CARDINALS AND
ALLIES
Lazuli Bunting

BLACKBIRDS,
ORIOLES,
GRACKLES, ETC.
Red-winged Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird
Brown-headed
Cowbird

FINCHES, SISKINS,
CROSSBILLS
Gray-crowned RosyFinch
Pine Grosbeak
Red Crossbill
Wbite-winged
Crossbill
Common Redpoll
Hoary Redpoll
Pine Siskin
Evening Grosbeak
11/1---- STATISTICS ---1/11/

Species seen· 200

*Just

received: YAKUTAT CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT ON DECEMBER 16 By Roger Lockwood

Four counters on cross country skiis and by car tallied 19 species. Common Loon 1, Pelagic Cormorant 1, Gr Blue
Heron 1, Tundra Swan 6, Canada Goose 60, Mallard 53, American Wigeon 6, Gr Scaup 3, Harlequin Duck 4, Redbreasted Merganser 1, Common Merganser 6, Herring Gull 12, Bald Eagle 53, Northwestern Crow 246, Raven 44,
Black Billed Magpie 9, Pine Siskin 125, Pine Grosbeak 11, American Dipper 1.

The Juneau Chapter of the Audubon Society publishes these permit notices as a service to its members and encourages
participation in the public review process. For more information on individual permits or comments call 1-800-4782712 (Anchorage permits office). For possible permit violations in Southeast Alaska, call the Juneau office at 7904490. Send your comments to: Regulatory Branch (1145b), P.O. Box 898, Anchorage, A.K 99506-0898.
**Even if the comment date has passed, you can still send your comments to the Division of Governmental
Coordination. The State review period on 404 permits usually ends after the COE comment period closes (as a general
rule you can add four days to the comment period). It is important that your concerns reference the Coastal Zone
Management program (Section 307 (c)(3) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972) and the State Coastal
management program (Alaska Statute Title 46). You may also comment on the State's Water Quality Certification
(Section 401 of the Clean Water Act). Consistency guidelines for the Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP)
on natural resources and habitats can be found in 6 AAC 80.040 to 6 AAC 80.120 and Water Quality standards can be
found in 18 AAC 70. Please contact the Division of Governmental Coordination or the Department of Environmental
Conservation for more information about applicable laws and project comment deadlines.
Division of Governmental
P.O. Box 110030
Juneau, A.K 99811-0300
(907) 465-3562

Coordination

Department of Environmental
410 Willoughby Ave.
Juneau, A.K 99801-1795
(907) 465-5260

Conservation

For additional information on regulations and guidelines for fill and dredge activity in marine waters and wetlands see the
following: Section 10 of Rivers and Harbors Act 1899 (33 U.S.c. 403) - Placement of structures in waters of the United
States; Section 404 and 404 (b) of the Clean Water Act (40 CFR 230) - Discharge of fill or dredged material into the waters
of the United States; Section 103 Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (33 U.S.C. 1413) - Transport of
dredge material for the purpose of dumping in marine waters. If you need help on commenting or technical assistance, you
can call Chris Kent at 463-3494.

Nationwide Permit Regional Conditions SPN 2000-14 Applicant: Corp of Engineers. Location: Alaska. Proposal:
Effective September 6, 2000, the new Alaska regional conditions for the recently issued Nationwide Permits now apply. The
Corps has issued final decision documents for the new and modified Nation Wide Permits (NWP). These documents are
available on the Internet at http://wwwusace.army.miUinet/functions/cw/cecwo/reg/
and Corps district offices. The Alaska
District has posted its regional conditions for the new and modified NWPs on its Internet home page. The URL address for
the Alaska District regional conditions is http://www.usce.army.mil/alaska/permit<;.
Mineral Management Service is soliciting comments on a new 5-year Outer Continental Self (OCS) leasing program for oil
and gas for the years 2002-2007. The OCS Lands Act requires the Secretary of the Interior to prepare and maintain a 5-year
leasing program. The 5-year program established the size, timing, and location of OCS oil and gas activity. Area of the
Pacific and Atlantic coasts, a portion of the area off Florida in the Gulf of Mexico, and the North Aleutian Basin area have
been withdrawn as a result of a 1998 presidential directive. Tbe remaining areas of the OCS will be analyzed to determine if
they shouild be inclided in, or excluded from, the lease sale schedule. Tbe 5-year plan can be found at
HTIV:/ /frwebgate.access. gpo. gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi ?dbname=2000 register&docid=OO- 31629-tiled.pdf , it can also be
reviewed in the Notice located at 65FR77665 in the Federal Register. Comments should be mailed to: 5-year Program
Manager, Minerals Management Service (MS-4400), Room 2324 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia 20170. Comments can be
submitted via email at MMS5-year.eis@mms.gov.
Tbe MMS will hold hearings in Alaska during December and January.
Comment
Juneau-Favorite
Channel 40 (Reference number 2-960554). Applicant: National Marine Fisberies Service, PO Box
21668, Juneau AK 99802-1668. Location: Point Lena Loop Road at the rock quarry, Juneau, AK. Proposal: 1. Discharge
approximately 230 cubic yards of fill material into approximately .0035 acres of forested wetlands to construct an access road.
2. Excavate approx. 2,700 cubic yards of rock from the shoreline and discharge approx. 1,240 cubic yards of rock over an
approx .. 15 acres (total) at 2 locations seaward of the high tide line in order to construct an armor rock protected
wetwelUpumpbouse and buried seawater intake line extending to approximately -80 feet MLLW and a buried marine
wastewater outfall extending to approx. -30 feet MLLW. All excess excavated material would be discbarged over the beach.
Purpose: To construct a National Marine Fisheries Service researcb facility and University of Alaska, Fairbanks School of
Fisheries and Ocean Sciences classroom/lab facility. Comments due by: January 2, 2001. Please contact Mr. Randal P.
Virgil at 790-4490 or e-mail at randal.p.virgil@poa02.usace.army.mil
for further information.
Juneau - Gastineau Channel 475 (Reference number M 990759). Applicant: City and Borougb of Juneau. Location:
West of Aurora Harbor and adjacent to the Juneau Yacht Club. Proposal: Tbe applicant proposes to expand the existing dock
by installing one lO-foot wide by 200-foot long high -density polyethylene float secured by 5 timbers piles driven into the
substrate. Tbe work would be located seaward of mean high water in Gastineau Channel. No mitigation is proposed. The
purpose of this project is to provide a work float for commercial fisherman. Comments due by: January 2, 2001.
Juneau - Taku Inlet 10 (Reference number 2-951033). Applicant: Lake Dorothy Hydro, Incorporated. Location: Taku
Inlet, south of Dorothy Creek. Proposal: The applicant proposes to construct an upland pad for a hydroelectric facility by
discharging approximately 41,000 cubic yards of fill into 1 acre of intertidal habitat. This project was previously advertised
in December of 1996 and a provisional permit was granted in January 1997. Due to substantial changes in project design, a
revised public notice is required. For more information a copy of the applicant's Final Field Study Results, November 21,
2000. FERC Project No. 11656 is available at the Juneau COE office. Comments can be emailed to
john.c.leeds@poa02.usace.army.mii.
Comments due by: January 16, 2001
Petersburg - Frederick Sound 53 (Reference number 4-991412). Applicant: City of Petersburg. Location: In Petersburg
west of the intersection of thirteen and Gjos Streets. Proposal: The applicant proposes to place 5,700 cubic yards of clean
shot rock and finish course into 1.0 acres of muskeg wetlands. No mitigation is planned. The purpose of the project is to
expand the existing elderly housing facility, including site utilities, vehicle parking, and landscaping. Comments due by:

January 3,2001.

WrangellZimovia Strait 117 (Reference number 4-2000-1014).
Applicant: Clayton and Mary Emmorey. Location:
City Subdivision, Lot 3, Block 2, Section 30. Proposal: Tbe applicant proposes to place 1400 cubic yards of sawdust over the
existing organic matter to level the lot above street level. On the western boundary the sawdust fill will be over 9 feet deep.
Tbe applicant will install a retaining wall to bold this material. Tbe applicant proposes to add an additional 200 cubic yards
of sbot rock fill and 1000 cubic yards of soil. Tbe purpose is to construct a single-family residence. Comments due by:
December 29, 2000
WrangellZimovia Strait 118 (Reference number 4·2000-1017).
Applicant: Patrick and Patricia McMurren. Location:
City Subdivision, Lot 7, Block 2, Section 30. Proposal: Tbe applicant proposes to excavate 283 cubic yards of organic
wetlands (0.23 acres) and put 725 cubic yards of fill and 165 cubic yards of topsoil into a forested wetland area. About onebalf of the lot as been filled with 50 cubic yards of rock. Tbe purpose is to construct a single family residence. Comments
due by: December 27, 2000
WrangellZimovia Strait 138 (Reference number 4-2000-1272).
Applicant: Timothy Peterman. Location: 300 yards
north along Stikine Avenue from the Wrangell Post Office Building and 100 feet south of the Alaska State Ferry terminal,
231 Stikine Avenue. Proposal: Tbe applicant proposes to construct a rock seawall, 57 feet long and 27-feet across and 8-feet
bigb extending between two existing seawalls. Approximately 0.035 acres of intertidal babitat will be filled with 50 cubic
yards of riprap and armor rock. Another 300 cubic yards of sbot rock will be added as fill. Tbe purpose is to protect an
existing storage structure from storm damage during bigb tides. Comments due by: January 2, 2001
Sitka - Silver Bay 23 (Reference number 1-2000-1327).
Applicant: Tbe Boat Company. Location: North of the Utility
dock near sawmill creek in Silver Bay. Proposal: Tbe applicant proposes to construct a 30-foot long by 25-foot wide pile
supported pier, connected to a 85-foot long by 8-foot wide ramp to a 100-foot long by 8-foot wide float, along with two 16foot wide by 160-foot boathouse and docking floats. Additionally, there will be a 55-foot by 16Q-foot floating fabric
boathouse. Tbe wbole system will be supported by 24 pilings. A 6,300 square foot building will be built on an upland site.
The project will provide refit and repair facilities to the small cruise sbips by the Boat Company. Tbe purpose is to provide
berthing for small cruise sbips. Comments due by: January 17, 2001
Port Alexander - Port Alexander 30 (Reference number 1-2000-1265). Applicant: Gary Mulligan. Location: Outer
Harbor in Port Alexander. Proposal: Tbe applicant proposes to retain an ancbor and steel float located seaward at a mean
bigb water of9.1 feet. Tbe float is 13-feet wide by 30-foot long secured to a 55-gallon drum filled with concrete. Tbe
purpose is to provide a dock for personal use. No mitigation is planned. Comments can be submitted via email to
randal.p.vigil@poa02.usace.army.mil.
Comments are due by January 12,2001.
Port Alexander - Port Alexander 31 (Reference number 1-2000-1266). Applicant: Gary Mulligan. Location: Within
Back Lagoon in Port Alexander. Proposal: Tbe applicant proposes to retain an ancbor and a airplane float consisting of 12foot wide by lO-foot long wood-decked log ramp connected to a 20-foot wide by 20-foot long log float secured to a 55 gallon
drum filled with concrete. The purpose is to provide a private mooring for an airplane. No mitigation is planned. Comments
can be submitted via email torandal.p.vigil@poa02.usace.army.mil.
Comments are due by: January 16, 2001.
Ketchikan - Meyers Chuck 001 (Reference number 1-2000-1276). Applicant: Jobn Tbompson. Location: 50 miles
northwest of Ketcbikan in Union Bay. Proposal: Tbe applicant proposes to install a new wood float dock 12-feet by 50-feet
installed with 3 steel pilings that would attacbed to shore by a 55-foot by 4-foot ramp. Tbe purpose is to provide a dock for
personal use. No mitigation is planned. Comments due by: December 20, 2000.
Ketchikan - Tongass Narrows 472 (Reference number N-890773). Applicant: Alaska Marine Lines. Location: Alaska
Marine Lines off of Tongass Avenue. Proposal: Tbe applicant proposes to modify an existing permit (M-890773) with the
proposed placement of 20,000 cubic yards of fill and rip-rap into 0.5 acres of intertidal babitat. Tbe purpose is to expand the
existing marine cargo facility. No mitigation is planned. Comments due by: December 20, 2000.

JUNEAU AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Join Us Today!
Every membership supports Audubon's vital efforts to protect birds, wildlife and natural habitats. As a member,
you will become an important part of our dynamic chapter and receive a host of benefits including:
.:. A I-year subscription (9 issues) of our chapter newsletter, The Raven;
.:. Automatic membership in National Audubon Society, and a I-year subscription of Audubon magazine;

Yes! I want to join Juneau Audubon and National Audubon Society!
_$20

- 1 year Introductory Rate _$15
- 1 year Student/Senior Rate _$30
- 2 year Special Rate'
_My
check is enclosed.
_Please
bill me.

Name:
Address:
City/St/Zip
Tel:
Mail to: National Audubon Society, Membership Data Center, P.O. Box 52529, Boulder, CO 80322-2529

A51
7XCH

If you prefer to just support Juneau Audubon Society, fiU out the form above writing in Juneau
Audui>on only and send $10 to: The Raven Editor, PO Box 021725, Juneau, AK 99802
JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY OFFICERS, CHAIRS
AND COORDINATORS
President:
Steve Zimmerman 586- 2597
Secretary: Deanna MacPhail 789-0651
Treasurer:
George Utermohle 586-3849
Programs:
Linda Shaw 789-3112
Membership:
PriU Mollick
Education:
Amy Skilbred 780-4649
Publicity: Debbie Rudis 789-4260
Conservation:
Chris Kent 463-3494
Field Trips: Judy Shuler
Raven Editor: Mary Lou King 789-7540
Springfest Coordinators:
Judy Shuler 789-9544,
Kathy Weltzin 789-0288

JUNEAU AUDUBON WEB PAGE
Be sure to check out our home page on the
Internet. It's hosted by the folks that have
developed JUNEAU COM. Our site's URL
(Universal Resource Locator) is
http://www.juneau.com/audubon/audulx)nl.htm
-add it to your favorites!. Recent editions of the
Juneau Audubon Newsletter are posted along with
links to the Anchorage and National Audubon
sites. If you're interested in Corps of Engineers
permits, they are posted with this month's
newsletter. We are always looking for pictures,
stories or ideas to post 011 our web site. To
contribute, email ChrisKentatckent@alaska.net

