SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS:
Spring. Marchi May 2016

Steven C. Heinl2603 A Avenue Ketchikan, AK 99901

This report summarizes bird sightings from Southeast AlaskéhémpringseasonMar ¢c hi1 May
2016 and is intended to provide interesting observations for inclusion in an Aladkacolumn written
by Thede Tobish for the journalorth American Birdgpublished by thédmerican Birding Association
http://www.aba.org/nahd sightings of birds that are out of range or out of season or occur regularly in
small numbers, noteworthy breeding records, unusually large or small numbers of a particular species,
unusual migration dates, etc., and spand sdorth.

A few extremely early migrants turn upearly everyspring Often, however, those early
migrants aredetectedwell ahead otthe next arrivals fothe speciesanddo n 6 t n eiocdeagesttaatr i |y
migration for the species as a whole was ea8pring migration in 201&vas different Not only did a
wide variety of species arriveotably early, manyfirst arrivalswere represented by multiple birdsr
were immediately followed by more observatignsdicating theentire population arrived earliethan
normal. Many newearly arrival dates were established at ltteal, regional, and statewide levell
included all the extraordinarily early sightings that | could below, but there were many speciahitbat
not first detected on record early aai dates, certainlgrrived onthe early side(e.g.,Spotted Sandpiper,

Arctic Tern, Redbreasted Sapsuckddorthern WaterthrushiMa ¢ Gi | | i v r arellove Wavideenr b | e r
Goldenrrcrowned Sparrow, and many othersT.he earlytiming was almost certainlyelated to the
incredibly warm winter and sprgd March was the warmest on record throughout the region and April

was the warmest on record at Juneau and Sitka (second warmest at KetcHileaayerage temperature

for the first quarter of the yeadgnuayi April) setnew highs for Sitka, Juneau, and KetchikaWhile

average temperature in May was not in record territory, it marked"therg&ecutive month in which
temperatures were above normal.

I would like to thank the people who shared observatiodspaotographs and answered inquiries
about their sightings, all of whom are cited beloWwparticularly appreciated reports fromatt Goff
(Sitka), Bonnie Demein (Wrangll), andElaine Furbish(Skagway). This report also benefited from
access to sightings entered infird (www.ebird.orgd at least75% of the sightings included here had
been entered in eBird. | would like to thank Gus van Vliet for reviewing the eBird data from Juneau, and
Mark Schwan Nat Drumheller,Andy Piston, and Matt Goff providethformation and reviews that
improved the final draft of this summary. Past seasonal reports (since fall 2008) have been archived at
the Juneau Audubon websitgtp://www.juneatauduborsociety.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.htinl

Southeast Alaska: i Sout heast Al askad as a biogeographic re
(1978) as all of Alaska east of Cape Fairweather and south to Dixon Entrance

Checklist of Alaska Birds: A list of all the species of birds known in Alaska (currently up to 510
species) is compiled and maintained by the Alaska Checklist Committee and is available free online at
http://www.universityofalaskamuseumbirds.org/products/checklist.pdf

Names and Initials of observers cited in the text or who reported sightingsBeverly A. Agler (BAA),
Gwen S. BalussGSB), Lynn E. Barber (LEB),Andrew Beierly (AB), Joanne Beierly (JBNick
Bowman (NB),Alan Burger(Abu), Jason Colon (JC), Amy C. Courtney (ACC), Bonnie H. Demerjian
(BHD), Janene Driscoll (JD)Nat K. Drumheller (NKD), Cameron D. Eckert (CDEevin Fitzgerald
(KF), C. Elaine Furish (CEF), Connor P. F. Goff (CPFGQJlatt R. Goff (MRG),Nick R. Hajdukovich
(NRH), Steven C. Heinl (SCH), Jerrold F. Koerner (JFK), Laurie A. Lamm (LAL), Kris R. Larson
(KRL), Paul E. Lehman (PEL)im H. Lewis (JHL),Tania M. Lewis (TML),John McDermot{JMc),
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Bill Messmer (BM)C. L. Millsaps (CLM),J. A. Millsaps (JAM), J Millsaps(JM), Anna Mulyca (AM),

Bill K. Neumann(BKN), Chris Niemela (CN)Bruce B. Paige (BBP)Eric V. Parker (EVP)Alisha

Phillips (AP), Andrew W. Piston (AWP)Kathy M. Ripley (KMR),Patty A. Rose (PAR), Jim F. Saracco
(JFS),William T. Sampson (WTS)Jeffrey F. Sauer (JFS&cott C. Schuette (SCSYlark W. Schwan

(MWS), Pamela H. Sinclair (PHSEhuck P. Susie (CPSAndrew Thoms(AT), Leif Torgerson (LT),

Gus B. van Vliet (GBV)Michael A.Wood (MAW), RustyF. W. Yerxa(RFWY), E . L. AButcho Y
(ELY), Frank Young (FY)

SPECIES ACCOUNTS:

GREATER WHITEFRONTED GOOSE Two Greater Whitdronted Geese that wintered at Hoonah
lingered into March, and one remained through 11 April 2016 (AGC)nversely, aleast 20
Greater Whitdronted Geese at Gustavus 19 March 2Q0M&D, JFS representedkextremely
early migrantd the ealiest ever there bynore than two weekand well ahead of the main
migration.

A massiveflight of geese was observed ovhe Ketchikanarea 18 April 2016 It began
early in the morning, anfllock after flock after flockpassed well intahe early evenig. During
just one 2.5 hour period between12.00PM and2:30PM an estimated 39,000 geese passed
overhead across a front hatile or more widé the vast majority (33,000) were estimated to be
Greater Whitefronted Geesegand the rest a mixture @anadaand Cackling ggese(about3,000
of each AWP, SCH) Smaller numbers of ducks (includiagnew local high count of,020
Northen Pintails) and shorebirds weaitsoobserved amongst the goose flackater in the same
day, and learly part ofthe samenovemet, many flocks ofgeesevere observed passiogerthe
Icy Strait areawherea minimum 3,000GreaterWhite-fronted and500 Cackling geeswere
reportedat Gustavus (NKDand 2000(also mostly Greater Wiite-fronted ACC) were reported
at Hoonah Geesecontinuel to fly over both locations untivell after 8:00PM.

CANADA GOOSE The Lesser Canada Goose (subspguigsgiped is a rare or uncommon migrant in
mo st of Sout heast Al ask a, though it sofilleet i mes
NKD), where maximum amts this spring included 95 on 7 April 2016 and 80 on 14 April 2016
(NKD; Figurel). A single Lesser Canada Goose was reported at Hoonah 3 April 2016 (ACC)
and one or two were reported on five days in the Juneau area 92Apklay 2016 (MWS,
GBV).

A large, palebreasted Canada Goose at the Mendenhall Wetlands 22 April 2016 was
identified assubspeciesnoffittimaxima(GBV). The bird was described as being slightly larger
than thelocal, darkbreastedfulva Canada Geesik accompanied There are two prior local
reportsof large palebreasted bird§Pt. Bridget S.P., 19 May 2008, PMS; Mendenhall Wetlands,
30 April 2007, GBV), which breed as close as central interior British Columbia (Campbell et al.
1990) Subspeciesnaxima and moffitti are similar in size and coloration, the differences being
largely clinal from western North Americanffitt)) east to the Midwestnfaximg, andthey
intergrade extensivelyintroductiors of both subspeciethroughout North America ke also
confused thie distribution® as a result, some authors treat them as one subspeciiti( see
Mowbray et al. 2002).

WOOD DUCK: The drake Wood Duck found at Sitkatl&ebruary was present all spring and into the
summer(MRG, photosm.obs). A° f emal e di scovered at Juneauds
(LT; Figure 2) remained through at least 22 May 2016 (m.obs.). This duck is a rare, annual
visitant to Southeast Alaska, primarily from fall through spring.



Figurel. Lesser Canada Geesdzatstavus 7 April 201® the birds are paler and grahested compared
to our residentfulva subspecies which, like the name suggestsis to beicher, darkerbrown
on the underparrts and chest (and larger, tBtioto by Nat K. Drumheller

Figure2. Tara Kelly wrote the Audubon Society on 13 April yiIdl year old son (Leif Torgerson) just
became hysterical after observing a wood duck in the midst a group of mallards at our Rotary
Park duck pond in Juneau. He is adamant that this is a very rareoocad wanted me to report
it immediately. He got a few pictures,on o f whi c h | Phbtaby eeif Tapersdnu d e d 0

EURASIAN WIGEON: Eurasian Wigeon reports included three at Gustavus 8 April 2016 (NKD),
followed by one or two there on six other dates through 29 April 2016 (N&ti2) singles at the
Mendenhall Wetlandshear Juneal2 1 3 Apr i | 2016 ( CHayle Beddilmeas ha SqglL
Juneaul 9T 30 Apr i | SRagwag 16 Apnl 20164B., photo; JB, CEFR)and Sitka 4
May 2016 (MRG). This duck is a regular, rare spring migrant.



CINNAMON TEAL: There were two reports of Cinnamon Teal this spring: a dabkeade Beach 27
Aprili3 May 2016 GBYV et al.) and two at the Chilkat River flats, near Haines, 14 May 2016
(CN). The Cinnamon Teal is a rare, regular spring migrant in SouthdaskaA(Kessel and
Gibson 1978).

CANVASBACK: Canvasbacks were reported in ctwses in the Juneau areaiB May 2016 (m.obs.),
with a maximum of three at the Mendenhall Wetlands 14 May 2016 (BAA).

REDHEAD: Rare Redheads included two males at Ketchikan 11 May 2@i6h providedonly the
third local report (AWP, SCH, photo), and oae Sitka 920 April 2016 (MRG CPFG photp
More typical wereup tofour males at Eagle Beach7 Apr i | 715 May 2016 ( PAF
MWS) andsmall numbers in the Mendenh&brelands and Wetland20 Mayi 6 J2016+€
including maxmum three on 26 May 2016 (PARnd 3716 June 2016 (GBYV, P A

Figure 3. Whitetailed Ptarmigan near the Mendenhall Glacier, one of two observed 30eviarch
2016. This species isnauncommon, higielevation resident in mainlando@theast Alaska
Photo by Kerry M. Howard

WESTERN GREBE: A Western Grebe at Gustavus 1 May 2016 provided only the second local spring
record (NKD). This species is locally common on inside waters from Sumner Strait south
(Kessel and Gibson 1978), hbitiis a rare, annual visitant north of that area, primarily in fall and
winter.

BRANDT6S CORMORANT: An adult Brandt 619 A®@IReIOTr ant
provided about the third local record in recent years (MRG; FiguréMore than 8 years ago,
Brandtés Cormorants were discovered nesting at
Webster; 20 nests and 130 birds; Nelson et al. 1987); however, Webster found only three birds
there on 19 June 1985, and none have been seen sahtbggdespite the fact that the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service has maintained a research camghe island since 1994 (L. Slater; Heinl
and Piston 2007).



Figure4. Nice comparisonofafulp |l umed adult Brandt 6és @odbooder ant (r
crested cormorants at Sitka 3 April 20Xhoto by Matt R. Goff

WHITE-FACED IBIS: A White-faced Ibis photographed at Klawock 19 May 2016, (Figure5) was
the first of its kind to be reported in the staRemarkably anothePlegadisibis foundthree days
laterat Haines 22 May 2016\ ; photos)was likely also this speciejough thephotosdo not
eliminate the very similar Glosshik.

Populations of thigrimarily western speciegcreasedn the 1970s and 198@sllowing
banning of DDTand other pesticides in the U.8ndimprovedmanagement ofiesting habitat,
and improvedsuccess at major nesting centers (Ryder and Manry 1994). Nesting populations
increased exponentially in southeastern Orelgeginningin the mid-1980s (Ilvey 2003) and
reportsaway from breeding areascreased in Oregon (lvey 2003) awdshington in the ta
1980s, pr i ma r(dhletal 200bM & glsod weny mre visitant to southern British
Columbig primarily i n  Ma y(Campheleet al. 1990).The Whitefaced Ibis issomewhat
nomadic in response to environmental conditions (leeyal. 1988, lvey2003); e.g., a large
incursion ino Washingon in 2001 was triggeretly the most severe drougim its primary
nesting rangsince 197 (Wabhl et al. 208).

VI RGI NI A RAI L: A Virginia Rail that sang from a
local record (NKD et al.). There are now at least 18 reports for Alaska, all from Southeast and
nearly all from the mainland.

AMERICAN COOT: Thewintering American Coot at Ketchikan was last observed on 27 March 2016
(AWP).

BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER: A Blackbellied Plover at Gustavus 13 March 2016 (NKD) eclipsed last
year od6s | ocal early arrival date bytedorfodays al
Southeast Alaska. Perhaps that kil wintered in Southeast Alaska?The next Gustavus
observation was not until 7 April 2016 (NKD) and they were mostly noted on time elsewhere.



GREATER YELLOWLEGS: A Geater Yellowlegs at Petersburg Rlarch 216 ELY) tied the earliest
arrival date for Southeast Alaska. The species was noted on time elsewhere, beginning with one
at Ketchikan 27 March 2016 (AWP).

Figure 5. This beautifully documenteWhite-faced lbis at Klawock 19 May 201&dded both a new
species and a new family of birdehfeskiornithdaé to the Alaska list Photo by Jason Colon

WHIMBREL: A Whimbrel at Gustavus 8 April 2016 (NKWas exactly a week ahead of the previous
early arrival date for Southeast AlaskBhere are actually not matg8outheast Alaskeeports for
the month of April, so another Whimbrel@ustavus 23 Apri2016(NKD) was also noteworthy.
This specis was otherwise reported in May.

HUDSONIAN GODWIT: A Hudsonian Godwit at Gustavus 23 Ap2iD16 establishech new Alaska
arrival date byfive days (NKD); it was followedhereby five on 27 April (NKD), maximum34
on 29 April (NKD), and snall numbers through 14 May 2016 (BBP)Iwentytwo at the
Mendenhall Wetlands 2 May 2016 (MWS, PAR, GBV) waaximum in the Juneau area, where
mostly small numbers were observed through 8 May (PAR)ally, two were reported at Sitka
10 May 2016 (MRG Figure 6), where the species has been reported in five of the past six
springs

BAR-TAILED GODWIT: A Bar-tailed Godwit was weltlescribed at Gustavus 10 May 2016 (NKD).
This species ia casualisitantin Southeast Alaskanostreports are from Gustavus and Juneau

MARBLED GODWIT: Marbled Godwitsarrived within normalor slightly earlytiming, but wee
reported in very small numbers. Earliest were three at KetcHi8atpril 2016 (AWP) which
also provided the maximum count for the sprin@ther reports included maximum of tved
Gustavus 23 Aprill0 May 2016 KKD), one at Eagle Beach 27 April 2016 (GBV, PAR)o at
Sitka 10 May 2016 (MRG; Figure 8nd up to two at the Mendenhall WetlandsZBiMay 2016
(MWS, PAR).



PECTORAL SANDPIPER: A Pectoral Sandpiper at Eagle Beach 23 April 2016 (MWS) likely set a new
early arrival date for Southeast. This species otherwise moved through 1 May+, and maximum
was 300 at Gustavus 14 May 2016 9.

SEMI PALMATED SANDPI PER: Semi pal mated Sandpipers
nice high counts of 110 at Skagwajy 2016 CEF) and 100 at Gustavus 14 May 2016 9.

Figure6. Godwit sightings at Sitka included are Hudsonian Godwit 10 May 20{éft) and an earfgh
Marbled Godwit (right) 20 April 2016Photos by Matt R. Goff

SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER: Three Shorbilled Dowitchers at Ketchikan 18 April 2016 (AWP) tied
the local early arrival date. Four at Gustavus 19 April 2016 (NKD) were also early.

LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER: Two Longhbilled Dowitchersthat spent the winter in the Juneau area
were last observed 5 March 2016 (MWShe first spring migrants were not observed until early
May.

RING-BILLED GULL: Single Ringbilled Gulls were found at both Hoonah and Ketchikan on 28 April
2016 (ACC, SCH;photos). The Ketchikan bird was observed intermittently through 18 May
2016 (SCH). This species is a rare spring visitant to Southeast Alaska.

CALIFORNIA GULL: A California Gull at Eagle Beach, Juneau, 14 May 2016 (GBV) provided the only
report away fom the Ketchikan area (where it is an uncommon spring migrant; Heinl and Piston
20009).

THAYEROGS GULL: T haéso kamown aglaobligasduspasviiniyg evant i the Taiya River,
near Skagway, attracted thousands of gulls 3 May 2016, including apprmat el y 4, 500 T
Gulls, a very large number for Southeast Alaska (CDE). Also present were 3,000 Mew, 1,500
Herring, and 1,000 Glaucowginged gulls. As pointed out b€ameron Eckertthe eulachon
spawning rusin the Taiya River(and narby Bernes and Chilkat riveds i p theanagigration
of Thayer's Gulls from their last spring staging point on the Pacific Coast to their nesting grounds
in Canada's central High Arcicanonst op 2, 000 km flight! o Paci f
in Berners Bay als regul arly attract |l arge numbers of
largest estimated countsportedin Alaska (e.g., 10,000 on 7 May 2008, GBV, P. M. Suchanek;
12,000 on 9 May 1999, R. J. Gordon).



SLATY-BACKED GULL: Several interesting darkanted gulls were found in the Sitka area this
spring. Single adults 30 March 2016 (CPFG) and 5 April 2016 (MRG; Figuexhibited
markings of the Slath acked Gul I , but in both cases the
suggested they may have been hybridn adult Slatbacked Gull at Sitka 28 May 2016 (CPS,
MRG; Figure8) provided the latest spring record for Southeast by two weeks.

Figure7. Separating Longilled and Shorbilled dowitcherscan bea challeng. Note the subtly redder
color of the Lonegpilled Dowitcher on the rightparticularly the darker, redder color of the
scapulars, compared to the oranger color of the Sfilet Dowitcher on the leffGravina Island
11 May 2016) The Longbilled Dowitcheralso has broader, more contrasting white tips to the
scapular feathers, a great field mark that is especially noticeable when the birds are viewed from
behind. Finally, the Longilled Dowitcher has more densely streaked faesek, and chesand
more backandwhite barring on the flanksompared to thelainer face angdparser spotting and
chevrons on thehest and flank of the Shorbilled Dowitcher. Photo by Steven C. Heinl

Figure8. The darkmantled gull in theophoto on the left, taken at SitkaApril 2016 (photo by Matt R.
Goff), shows a wing pattern that is perfect for a Sladigked Gull, yet it appears a little too pale,
particularly on the center of the back, and is pert{@ps hybrid of some kindCompare the
back colorof that birdto theback color of theSlaty-backed Gull on the rightyhich wasfound at
Sitkaon the late date of 28 May 201ghptoby Chuck Susie



CASPIAN TERN: As usual, most of the Caspian Tern action ataSustavus The frst arrival was very
earlyon 18 April 2016 (NKD)and maximum was 42 on 18 May 2016 (BBR)p to 60 adults
and nests with eggs were reported at Boulder Isl@idcier Bay,23 May 2016 TML; fide
NKD). Typical small numbers were observed elsewk8itka, Ketchikan, Junejau

BAND-TAILED PIGEON: Bandtailed Pigeonsrrived on timeat Ketchikan 3 April 2016 (one; SCH,
JHL) and 12 April 2016 (two; JFK), and numbers built at local feeding stations through the
spring. Bandtailed Pigeons arrived at Mhgell 28 April 2016 Y, BHD) and a flock at one
feederincreased tonore tharil5 birdsby 18 May 2016 BM).

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE: Small numbers oEurasianCollaredDoves moved intoSoutheast
Alaskabeginning in late April.Although this movement could be categorized as a small influx, it
was mademore apparent by the very low numbers that were present through the avismene
locations (e.g.,lree arrived at a Ketchikan feeder 25 April 2008ere none had been present
most of the winter; JFK). At least a few collarddves were reported from most towns
(maximum was a single flock of 16 at Ketchikan 17 May 2Q1L). Collareddove reports
away from urban areas included one near Leask Lake, Revillagigedo Island, 19MalJB&L),
one along the highway 36 miles north of Juneau 21 May 2016 (GBV), one that landed aboard a
vessel in Endicott Arm 23 May 2018Bu, photo), and six at a feeder on Knig Slough, Stikine
River, by the endf the period BKN).

At least some of oucollareddoves are getting to Alaska in style, as made apparent by
Paul L e h maaf éoBareddovesaidingta cruise ship north from CaliforniA. flock of
eight joined theGrand Princesghe first evening out of San Francisco on 11 May; five vetitle
on board (fredlying) far off the Oregon coast 12 May; two were still flying around the alglb
offshore alonghe entire British Columbia coast 13 May; and at least one was still flying around
the ship in Chatham Strait, Alaska, 14 May (all PEL).

NORTHERN HAWK OWL: A Northern Hawk Owl photographed along a logging road north of
Ketchikan10 April 2016 (NB; Figure9) provided only the % Revillagigedo Island recordhis
owl is very rare in Southeast Alaska and most reports are from the northern mainland.

Figure9. Northern Hawk Owl near Leask Lake, Revillagigedo Island, 10 April 2(Al6oto by Nick
Bowman



